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CITY OF LAREDO 
DAILY MEDIA BRIEFING 

JULY 13, 2020 
 
Ramiro Elizondo, Interim Fire Chief and Emergency Management Coordinator, noted 
that more fatalities have occurred since the last media briefing and offered his 
condolences to those family members. Laredo continues its high trajectory in regards to 
positive cases and hospitalizations; the community received staff members through the 
City’s STARS request, who began work immediately in the hospitals. At the moment, 
the hospitals are still at full capacity.  
 
Richard Chamberlain, Assistant Health Director for Programs and Services, shared his 
condolences to the families of the recent COVID victims and reported that 12,403 
individuals have been tested for COVID-19 to-date; 8,290 of those tests have been 
confirmed negative with 3,001 positive cases (2,062 active). Of the confirmed cases, 
893 individuals have already recovered, and 46 have passed away; 182 people are 
currently hospitalized. The community must do more to reduce the incidence and 
prevalence of COVID-19. He noted that even if everyone acts now by complying with 
preventive measures it will still take two weeks to bend the curve. There have been 21 
fatalities since July 1 and more confirmed positive cases since July 5 than the first 100 
day of the virus altogether. He requested that healthcare organizations and primary care 
physicians that confirm positive COVID-19 results be the first to share isolation 
requirements and infection control guidelines. There is a need for convalescent plasma 
donations to help treat COVID patients in the hospital; he noted that more information 
will be made available in the near future.  
 
Dr. Victor Treviño, health authority for the City of Laredo, offered his condolences to the 
recently deceased, noting that underlying health conditions did not kill these patients; 
COVID-19 did, though the underlying conditions exacerbated the virus. Laredo Medical 
Center’s COVID-19 ICU is at full capacity, as is its third and fifth floor non-ICU COVID 
units. The emergency has nine patients waiting to be admitted to the COVID units. 
Doctors Hospital’s COVID ICU has 23 of 24 available beds occupied (95% occupied); 
10 of those patients are on ventilators. Non-ICU COVID units are fully occupied. He 
confirmed that one of the recent deaths occurred in a local nursing home, specifically 
Regent Care Center. The quarantine has been lifted from Laredo Nursing and 
Rehabilitation Center. Outbreaks in all sections of the community are being observed, 
even when preventive measures are followed; it is incredibly difficult to minimize 
outbreaks, especially in close-quartered, single ventilation environments like schools 
and classrooms. Children are vectors for the virus and can bring it home to their families 
unknowingly because they tend to be asymptomatic but carry the same viral load as 
adults. He noted that the preventive measures and diligence that is best known to 
mitigate the spread of this infection cannot be expected of children.  
 
Joe Baeza of the Police Department reported that 16 citations were issued for violation 
of the curfew from Friday through Sunday. The Department performed a total of 77 
COVID-19 activities. He urged parents to keep their children indoors, especially during 
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curfew hours, noting that the glaring disregard for the curfew this weekend was 
disturbing and not conducive to the pandemic that is currently gripping the community.  
 
Mayor Pete Saenz offered his condolences for the recently deceased COVID victims 
and reiterated that the hospital conditions are fluid and changing on a day-to-day basis. 
He noted that if the City has not received clear directions from state leadership in 
Austin, then at tomorrow’s City Council meeting, he will propose a resolution to the 
Governor and the TEA to not jeopardize any funding to school districts for not having in-
person learning through September 4. If the numbers continue to increase into next 
week, he noted that the Sames Auto Arena will be a priority for conversion to COVID 
patient treatment.  
 
Tano Tijerina, Webb County Judge, shared the County’s condolences for the recent 
COVID-19 deaths, noting that this virus hits close to home for more and more 
individuals as he has family members who are currently in ICU with COVID symptoms. 
He urged the public to stay safe and to stay positive through the remainder of the 
pandemic. He also urged any community members who are becoming incited through 
social media posts to take a break from social media for their own mental health.  
 
Robert Eads, City Manager, explained that the COVID-19 virus is so unique and novel 
that it is still not fully understood. That being said, officials are making the best decisions 
available to them using the medical expertise of some of the best healthcare and 
medical minds in the community as well as national health and safety experts. He 
agreed with Judge Tijerina’s sentiments and challenged the community to participate in 
“social media distancing” moving forward. He commended Dr. Treviño for his 
accessibility and guidance throughout this health crisis and noted that if individuals 
operate and go through their day with the assumption that the person near them has 
COVID-19 and acts accordingly (practicing social distancing, wearing a face covering, 
and practicing diligent hand washing), then that individual can stay healthy for 
themselves and their loved ones, coworkers, and neighbors.  
 
Rafael Benavides, Public Information Officer, recalled information that the Mayor of 
Nuevo Laredo asked the President of Mexico to close the international Bridge system; 
Mayor Saenz noted that he has not heard anything on a formal basis.  
 
Mr. Chamberlain noted that there are thousands of individuals looking for testing 
opportunities throughout the city. While officials released an informational guide on the 
locations where one can obtain COVID-19 testing, he recommended that those who are 
not symptomatic or who have not had any close encounters with a positive individual 
refrain from testing at this time to ensure that those vulnerable population members 
have access to testing and medical care. Due to the surging cases and the influx of 
calls, some of these entities may not answer the phone right away; Mr. Chamberlain 
encouraged callers to keep trying in order to get in touch with someone for assistance.  


