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CITY OF LAREDO 
DAILY MEDIA BRIEFING 

JULY 15, 2020 
 
Ramiro Elizondo, Interim Fire Chief and Emergency Management Coordinator, 
confirmed more deaths since the last media briefing and offered his condolences to the 
family members and loved ones. He reminded the public to focus on each individual’s 
own behavior in order to mitigate the spread of infection. Federal and state assistance 
has been granted to Laredo’s hospital systems, particularly for an alternative care site at 
a local hotel. It will offer 106 rooms for low acuity COVID-19 patients. The incident 
commander will arrive this afternoon, and the care site should be available in about 
seven days.  
 
Richard Chamberlain, Assistant Health Director for Programs and Services, shared his 
condolences to the families of the recent COVID victims and reported that 13,028 
individuals have been tested for COVID-19 to-date; 8,565 of those tests have been 
confirmed negative with 3,373 positive cases (2,382 active). Of the confirmed cases, 
940 individuals have already recovered, and 51 have passed away. The recovery 
process has been adopted by the Health Department via the health authority; it is a non-
test based strategy which looks at the symptoms an individual is experiencing. This is 
guided by the Center for Disease Control & Prevention (CDC) and the Texas 
Department of State Health Services. Officials have taken the process a step further by 
adding an extra day to the surveillance and use 14 days for home isolation and 
monitoring of a COVID-positive individual. Individuals under home isolation must have 
10 days from the time of isolation plus three days without symptoms and suppressant 
medication in order to be released from home isolation. There have been 26 deaths 
since July 1, which is extremely high and must be mitigated by using the preventative 
measures that have been shared since the beginning of the outbreak. There has been a 
death in every age decade.  
 
Dr. Victor Treviño, health authority for the City of Laredo, offered his condolences to the 
recently deceased, agreeing with Mr. Chamberlain’s sentiments that the number of 
deaths, particularly recently, is unacceptable. If not for the COVID-19 infection, these 
individuals would still be here; their underlying health conditions were not the causes of 
their deaths. The prevalence rate of infection is now 28%, which is the highest rate to-
date in Laredo. Laredo Medical Center’s COVID ICU units are operating at or near 
capacity, though that capacity has increased slightly through the hospital’s efforts. 
There is currently one positive COVID patient in labor and delivery, and three newborn 
are being evaluated for COVID in the nursery. Doctors Hospital is also operating its 
COVID ICU and non-ICU at capacity; one positive patient is in the labor and delivery 
ward. Officials to work through a surge plan in anticipation of flu season. 
 
Dr. Treviño reported that Regent Care Center now has 78 positive cases (17 staff 
members and 61 residents) and seven deaths. Las Alturas Nursing Home had its 
quarantine lifted, as has Laredo Nursing and Rehabilitation Center. There is a public 
health order that restrict in-person education in Laredo at this time until September 4. 
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The order, along with the El Paso health authority’s order, was the first in the state to 
address the health and safety of students and faculty in schools. The Governor and the 
TEA will allow more time for virtual learning without affecting the funding of school 
districts. He thanked the Health Department and Mr. Chamberlain for their work in 
disseminating guidelines for concerned citizens returning to work after isolation as well 
as symptom-based strategies for community members. He clarified that quarantine 
keeps someone who might have been exposed to the virus away from others; isolation 
separates individuals who are infected with the virus away from people that have not 
been infected. Anybody who has had close contact with a COVID-19 positive person 
should be quarantined. Close contact is considered being six feet or closer to somebody 
for at least 15 minutes, providing care to someone who has the virus, had direct 
physical contact with a positive person, shared eating or drinking utensils, or someone 
sneezed, coughed, or got their respiratory droplets on another individual. Any of these 
situations merit an individual quarantining in order to prevent further spread of the 
infection. Individuals who think they might have been exposed to the virus can contact 
their primary care physician for further instructions as well as staying home and 
monitoring their health for at least 14 days from the suspected contact or exposure. If 
possible, these individuals should stay away from others, particularly vulnerable 
populations like the elderly or people with other health conditions or who are 
immunocompromised. He suggested that community members keep track of who they 
have been in touch with or in close proximity with to assist with any contact tracing.  
 
Joe Baeza of the Police Department reported that 10 businesses and four parks were 
inspected yesterday; no citations were issued with regards to COVID-19, meaning that 
the public is heeding curfew hours. The Department received six complain calls for a 
total of 20 COVID-19 activities.  
 
Mayor Pete Saenz offered his condolences for the recently deceased COVID victims 
and reported that at yesterday’s City Council meeting, the issue of more restrictive 
measures and enforcement of face mask and other requirements came up. These 
decisions were not taken lightly and were difficult to make, but the health authority’s 
medical opinion was taken into consideration for guidance. Last week, the City of Austin 
took a creative route by passing action through the health authority, which was utilized 
by City Council yesterday with the assistance of the City Attorney’s Office for the proper 
language. This method allows for penalties up to $2,000 rather than just $250 for 
violations. At the last City Council meeting, they requested that maquinitas and bingo 
halls be closed for the time being, and last night Council restricted social gatherings to 
just a household, not extended family, with the exception of caregivers coming to 
provide care. He asked any community members of faith to pray or fast if they find it in 
their heart to do so for the community.  
 
Tano Tijerina, Webb County Judge, shared the County’s condolences for the recent 
COVID-19 deaths, noting the tragedy of starting every media briefing by officials offering 
condolences for more and more deaths. He urged the public to take the current virus 
situation seriously and do their part to mitigate the spread of infection. The Webb 
County Emergency Management Coordinator reached out to BCFS regarding the 
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mobile care center at the Red Roof Inn, using all 106 hotel rooms for non-ICU COVID 
patients. The first floor will be pure administration and faculty; the rest of the rooms will 
be for patients. He echoed Mayor Saenz’s call upon believers to pray or fast at this time.  
 
Dr. Treviño noted that a Berlin medical specialist who estimated that Laredo will have 
10,000 positive cases in August based that estimation on a model of the virus’s 
replication and transmission. He reminded the public that events and social gatherings 
are how the virus is most likely to spread.  
 
Rafael Benavides, Public Information Officer, confirmed that more information will be 
made available on the nine lawsuits recently filed against businesses that have been 
observed undercover and determined to be in violation of COVID-19 preventive and 
safety measures.  
 
Mr. Chamberlain noted that Laredo’s population data shows that there has not been any 
reinfection among the same individuals.  
 
Mayor Saenz noted his and officials’ priority of taking care of their citizens and focusing 
on hospital capacity. Once that need has been met, he will turn his focus to the bridge 
closure.  
 
Valeria Reyes, Assistant City Attorney, confirmed that Council passed a motion to close 
the dining areas of restaurants, not to limit their occupancy. Restaurants can still offer 
drive-through, takeout, delivery, and curbside services.  
 
Robert Eads, City Manager, confirmed a request for added resources for police officers 
whose interaction with the public subjects them to COVID-19 exposure. He reminded 
the media to inform the public of all of the programs that the City continues to provide to 
the community, such as the utility relief program and waivers of late fees or credit card 
payment fees. While the COVID numbers lead the headlines, he asked media partners 
to help point out the positive and helpful resources, as well. He confirmed that some of 
Council’s actions need to be approved by the Governor before they go into effect, but 
others can take effect as soon as the revised order is signed, such as $2,000 fines for 
failure to wear masks.  


