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CITY OF LAREDO 
DAILY MEDIA BRIEFING 

JULY 17, 2020 
 
Ramiro Elizondo, Interim Fire Chief and Emergency Management Coordinator, 
confirmed more deaths since the last media briefing and offered his condolences to the 
family members and loved ones. With daily deaths being reported, he reiterated the 
need for community members to follow the advice and guidance that officials have been 
recommending.  
 
Richard Chamberlain, Assistant Health Director for Programs and Services, shared his 
condolences to the families of the recent COVID victims and reported that 13,523 
individuals have been tested for COVID-19 to-date; 8,760 of those tests have been 
confirmed negative with 3,677 positive cases (2,599 active). Of the confirmed cases, 
1,019 individuals have already recovered, and 59 have passed away. This week alone, 
16 individuals have died due to the virus.  
 
Dr. Victor Treviño, health authority for the City of Laredo, offered his condolences to the 
recently deceased and warned the community that Laredo will go through difficult times, 
though we will get through them together. The plan for virus response is simple: 
mitigate, educate, and plan. Hospitals, though still fluid, are operating at capacity or 
near capacity for COVID-19 ICU and non-ICU treatment. He noted that the positive 
nursing home residents have been isolated, and positive workers have been recovering 
at home under quarantine. Two of the recent deaths were from nursing homes. He 
noted that the Rio Grande detention center has been ordered to quarantine as over 20 
positive cases were confirmed at this facility. Officials continue to see an increase in the 
infection rate among young people in the community, and he commended the school 
districts for pushing their plan for virtual education. He voiced his opinion that no rational 
medical professional could advocate for opening schools in the fall for in-person 
learning. Opening schools with a prevalence rate of 10% or more would be very 
dangerous, and the community would need to see a 10-14 day downward trend in 
positive cases before considering schools for in-person education. Studies are 
beginning to show that pregnant COVID-positive mothers can pass the virus to their 
children in utero, though the occurrence seems to be rare at this point.  
 
Joe Baeza of the Police Department reported that seven citations were issued for 
curfew violations (four to adults and three to juveniles). He questioned why community 
members are not taking the curfew or the COVID-19 situation seriously, noting that 
there is no reason to be out of doors for nonessential errands or traveling to or from 
work, especially for juveniles. He reminded the public that there are almost 60 people 
who are no longer with us because of this virus, urging everyone to follow the 
preventive and safety measures and to respect curfew hours.  
 
Mayor Pete Saenz offered his condolences for the recently deceased COVID victims 
and reminded the public of the advice to assume that everyone has the virus and 
practice safety measures accordingly. He confirmed that his signed letter went to the 
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Governor yesterday asking for his approval for the City to shut down indoor dining of 
restaurants and bingo halls or amusement redemption centers as well as prohibiting all 
social gatherings. The $2,000 fine component of Council’s actions is currently in effect.  
 
Larry Sanchez, Webb County Public Information Officer, noted that the County has 
been in touch with the state to receive more testing opportunities; as of now, it looks like 
the state will test with the City at the end of July and with the County during the first 
week of August. The County testing will take place at Life Downs.  
 
Dr. Treviño clarified that the newborns in the hospital’s nursery are being evaluated 
because their mothers are COVID positive; according to the preliminary data that shows 
the virus can be passed onto the child in utero, officials want to ensure that the 
newborns do not have the virus or are treated appropriately. He explained that the 
death of the Rio Grande detention center detainee was associated with the facility; it did 
not occur at the facility.  
 
Investigator Baeza noted that the eight-liner businesses that were investigated and 
found to be non-compliant with the COVID-19 safety measures and requirements were 
closed for a period of 14 days. The individuals within the businesses were cited for 
failure to wear a face mask.  
 
Mr. Chamberlain confirmed that, at this time, there has not been a positive COVID case 
tied to a maquinita or eight-liner business. However, this does not mean that it will not 
happen in the future. Positive case statistics are unique, meaning that once a person 
tests positive, if they test positive in the future it is only counted once and not multiple 
times.  


