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CITY OF LAREDO 
DAILY MEDIA BRIEFING 

JULY 22, 2020 
 
Ramiro Elizondo, Interim Fire Chief and Emergency Management Coordinator, 
confirmed more deaths since the last media briefing and offered his condolences to the 
family members and loved ones. The community continues to experience record-
breaking numbers of positive COVID cases and hospitalizations. One patient was 
transferred to the alternative care site yesterday successfully.  
 
Richard Chamberlain, Assistant Health Director for Programs and Services, shared his 
condolences to the families of the recent COVID victims and reported that 14,818 
individuals have been tested for COVID-19 to-date; 9,341 of those tests have been 
confirmed negative with 4,472 positive cases (3,270 active). Of the confirmed cases, 
1,125 individuals have already recovered, 77 have passed away, and 160 are currently 
hospitalized. Many parts of the United States, including Texas and specifically Laredo, 
are in a rapid acceleration phase of COVID-19, yet he continues to observe community 
members gathering socially. Laredo remains at Level 4, the highest risk for the spread 
of the virus; he urged the public to stay home as much as possible and avoid social 
gatherings. He explained that while a recovered COVID patient may continue to test 
positive after their 14-day isolation, the chances of them being contagious fall 
significantly.  
 
Dr. Victor Treviño, health authority for the City of Laredo, offered his condolences to the 
recently deceased and noted that to die without your loved ones or family members 
near is a tragedy. In light of the surge of deaths, he reported that medical professionals 
will establish imminent death protocols for the loved ones to be able to say goodbye to 
critical COVID patients. The prevalence rate of the virus is now at 32%, and the 
hospitals continue to operate at or near capacity. He explained that the severity of a 
patient’s illness determines whether they have high, medium, or low acuity; Retama 
West Nursing Home is under quarantine, and test results for the facility will be made 
known once family members have been contacted. Regent Care Center is also still 
under quarantine, which has been extended due to nine additional cases and two 
additional deaths; the quarantine order for Rio Grande Detention Center is still in effect.  
 
Joe Baeza of the Police Department shared the Department’s condolences for the 
recently deceased and reported that no citations were issued for COVID order 
violations. He noted that there is no need to be out of doors between 10:00 p.m. to 6:00 
a.m. unless an individual is fulfilling a need or urgency or traveling to or from work. The 
Department has an app with a button to submit anonymous tips for any COVID-19 issue 
that is observed or a cause for concern.  
 
Mayor Pete Saenz offered his condolences for the recently deceased COVID victims 
and voiced his satisfaction that the Red Roof Inn is available as an alternative care site 
for low acuity patients. The request for the Governor’s approval on the changes to the 
emergency order were received by his office last Thursday; Mayor Saenz noted that he 
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has not received a response from the Governor but that his responses to other 
communities’ requests have been mixed, particularly negative if the measures are more 
restrictive.  
 
Robert Eads, City Manager, stated that close to 100 City employees have tested 
positive for COVID-19, which is somewhat expected as civil servants cannot shirk their 
duties and discontinue City services. Council will have a lengthy meeting on Monday, 
July 27 with over 100 items, many related to the virus and funding. One item that staff 
will recommend is a quarantine motel voucher program and the use of other emergency 
grant funding. He assured the public that City officials are doing their best to mitigate 
the rapid infection of the virus.  
 
Chief Elizondo could not confirm the capacity for cadavers at the County morgue but 
noted that officials are making preparations for overflow space just in case. Steve 
Landin, Webb County Emergency Management Coordinator, clarified that the Medical 
Examiner’s Officer is actually at capacity, especially since border crossers at peak 
activity. He thanked the City for the use of mobile cooling units to assist the MEO; they 
have been sent back to the Health Department at this point.  
 
Mr. Chamberlain confirmed that there have been no additional positive test results for 
anyone at the Rio Grande Detention Center. Dr. Treviño explained that the imminent 
death protocols for patients that are near death or have a very poor prognosis so that 
family members can see them and say goodbye. The protocol will include a 
questionnaire for family members to see if they have any symptoms, have had any 
contact with someone who might be infected or traveled to any place that might be high 
risk for infection. People wanting to see their family members must not have underlying 
conditions or comorbidities like uncontrolled diabetes or hypertension that would make 
them vulnerable to infection. The protocols would also include the use of (and training 
for) personal protective equipment and correct attire. He explained that a uniform public 
health order has been put in place for both private and public schools.  
 
Mr. Chamberlain added that once each school district and private school develops their 
COVID response plan, they are asked to submit them to the Health Department and the 
health authority for additional assistance and guidance. Although the schools will start 
virtually and not in-person, health officials want to ensure that they have the appropriate 
protocols in place for when they do decide to offer in-person education. He clarified that 
there have been no new deaths reported from the Rio Grande Detention Center; the 
sole death occurred with an individual who had already been released from the 
detention center’s custody.  


