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CITY OF LAREDO 
DAILY MEDIA BRIEFING 

JULY 27, 2020 
 
Ramiro Elizondo, Interim Fire Chief and Emergency Management Coordinator, 
confirmed more deaths since the last media briefing and offered his condolences to the 
family members and loved ones.  
 
Richard Chamberlain, Assistant Health Director for Programs and Services, shared his 
condolences to the families of the recent COVID victims and reported that 16,150 
individuals have been tested for COVID-19 to-date; 10,042 of those tests have been 
confirmed negative with 5,136 positive cases (3,846 active). Of the confirmed cases, 
1,176 individuals have already recovered, 104 have passed away, and 162 are currently 
hospitalized. The majority of the active cases are the result of exposure to another 
COVID-positive person. Of the thousands of addresses on file from contact tracing, 
hundreds of the addresses have two or more active cases, meaning that individuals 
who are supposed to be in isolation at home are actually exposing the virus to the other 
members of their household. Individuals who are quarantining or isolating at home 
should regularly wash their hands, stay in separate rooms from the rest of the 
household, dedicate utensils and items that only the positive person will use and wash 
them with soap and water often, drink plenty of fluids and take vitamins along with a 
nutritious diet, and to wear a mask when inside the home. The positive person should 
also wipe down high-traffic surfaces regularly to reduce further infection.  
 
Joe Baeza of the Police Department reported that 14 citations were issued for COVID 
curfew violations over the weekend, all given to adults. He urged the public to assist the 
City in reducing the spread of COVID-19, which has taken the lives of over 100 people 
to-date, by not having social gatherings. Several tips were received through the Laredo 
PD app over the weekend; he thanked the community members who volunteered that 
information. All tips were logged and followed up by police officers and staff.  
 
Mayor Pete Saenz offered his condolences for the recently deceased COVID victims 
and noted the City’s concerns that officials need assurances that hospitals will take 
every ICU patient that arrives at their doors. Hospitals need assurances from the State 
of Texas that they will receive the equipment and personnel that is required to meet this 
need; ICU and critical patients must be treated at the local hospitals rather than 
alternative care sites like the Red Roof Inn.  
 
Tano Tijerina, Webb County Judge, shared his condolences for the recent victims of the 
virus and urged the public to stay physically and mentally healthy in these challenging 
times.  
 
Robert Eads, City Manager, offered his condolences for the recently deceased COVID 
fatalities and reminded the community that we are getting through this together by 
staying apart physically in addition to the preventive measures as recommended by 
officials.  
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Mayor Saenz stated his doubt that the Governor will approve the City’s request to 
exceed his orders, noting that the Valley has done so and now have conflicting orders 
from the State which has been confusing for citizens in those areas.  
 
Dr. Victor Treviño, health authority for the City of Laredo, reported that hospitals 
continue to operate at or near capacity; there is still substantial uncontrolled 
transmission of COVID-19 in the community, making in-person learning a major concern 
for school systems in the fall. Officials are looking at the current active cases and 
prevalence rates of the community as well as hospital admissions to determine any 
protocols that need to be implemented for school systems as fall approaches. Most 
people do not have a practical ability to quarantine or isolate at home, leading officials 
to investigate alternative sites for them to quarantine as is being done in some other 
communities. He noted that the vaccine trails will start shortly, but in absence of the 
vaccine the public must practice the preventive measures as recommended by officials.  
 
Mr. Eads stated that in March, the City implemented a utility assistance program in 
which up to $120 were made available per month to assist citizens with their utility 
payments; at today’s City Council meeting, he noted that staff will request an extension 
of that program to the end of August for the community. The City also has a mandate 
that prevents cutting off utility services for reason on non-payment and waives all credit 
card fees to better facilitate online payments so that more people can stay at home and 
reduce the risk of infection. Half of a million dollars will be assigned tonight to a 
quarantine motel voucher program to assist community members in ensuring a safe 
quarantine setting; this will also assist the hotel businesses that have been struggling 
during the pandemic. Homelessness prevention and assistance is also on the Council 
agenda for this evening as well as the City’s WiFi program to assist students learning 
from home when school commences in the fall. Internet access is critical to facilitate 
students’ learning and schoolwork.  
 
Judge Tijerina confirmed that the County has always provided assistance to indigent 
families and individuals regarding burials; as of yet, the County has not received any 
requests for assistance regarding a COVID patient in indigent care.  
 
Dr. Treviño explained that a recovery center is a location designed to prevent in-home 
transmission of COVID-19. He reminded the media that cluster transmission is more 
prevalent that community acquisition at this time in Laredo. Recovery centers have 
been proven to work in other communities to help flatten the curve, especially when 
clusters are the main mode of transmission in an area. A recovery center is being 
considered, and steps have been taken today to actually implement one in the 
community. Details are still under discussion.  
 
Chief Elizondo noted that the Homeless Committee has reached out to some locations 
for participation in a recovery center or quarantine motel; some locations were 
interested in participating while others were not.  


