
1 
 

CITY OF LAREDO 
DAILY MEDIA BRIEFING 

AUGUST 3, 2020 
 
Ramiro Elizondo, Interim Fire Chief and Emergency Management Coordinator, 
confirmed more deaths since the last media briefing and offered his condolences to the 
family members and loved ones. He urged the public to stay home when they do not 
have to be outdoors and to use their face masks.  
 
Joe Baeza, Interim Public Information Officer, noted that Chief Elizondo lost a family 
member to the virus and extended his condolences.  
 
Richard Chamberlain, Interim Health Director, shared his condolences to the families of 
the recent COVID victims and reported that 19,098 individuals have been tested for 
COVID-19 to-date; 11,489 of those tests have been confirmed negative with 6,629 
positive cases (4,809 active). Of the confirmed cases, 1,684 individuals have already 
recovered, 137 have passed away, and 207 are currently hospitalized. The prevalence 
rate continues to rise and is currently at 36.6%.  
 
Dr. Victor Treviño, health authority for the City of Laredo, shared his condolences to the 
victims of the virus. All of the 10 individuals who passed away over the weekend died in 
local hospitals. Hospitals continue to operate their ICUs at full capacity (both COVID 
and non-COVID), as do medsurge units. Specialty Hospital has added more COVID 
rooms and are taking overflow from both hospitals to alleviate the burden, and the Red 
Roof Inn alternative care site has a total of eight patients. Doctors Hospital reporting 
242 doses of Remdesivir while LMC reported a total of 165 doses; these vary because 
of their rapid use. There have been 19 deaths associated with Regent Care Center; 
Retama West and Retama South are still under quarantine. Testing has been 
implemented specifically at the Webb County Detention Center, but none has been 
confirmed for Rio Grande Detention Center. Officials will meet with the local school 
districts to discuss their mitigation plans and controls for the fall. Youth summer camps 
in other states have reported large outbreaks of positive COVID cases due to 
asymptomatic spread, cohorting in large groups, inconsistent mask usage, and singing 
and cheering with inadequate camp supervision measures to control the outbreaks.  
 
Investigator Baeza reported that the Department received 34 inquiry calls. Four citations 
were issued for curfew violations, and a total of 64 activities related to COVID-19 were 
performed.  
 
Mayor Pete Saenz offered his condolences for the recently deceased COVID victims, 
especially to Chief Elizondo and Judge Tijerina who also lost a family member to the 
virus. As of this morning, the City sent a written request for Governor Abbott to sign the 
local executive order giving his consent to the actions listed therein. He voiced his 
understanding that school districts have an opportunity to provide waivers for students 
that cannot attend in-person learning in the fall or do not have access to Internet 
resources for their distance learning. Some recent STAR requests have been approved, 
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which should assist the local hospitals and healthcare professionals treat the surging 
medical need in the community.  
 
Tano Tijerina, Webb County Judge, shared his condolences for the recent COVID 
fatalities and reminded the public that the County has COVID testing ongoing this week 
at the Life Downs fairgrounds. He confirmed that the Webb County Sheriff’s Office will 
receive assistance through a STAR request for testing of detainees and staff members 
of the jail. Following the Governor’s expressed permission to close down bingos and 
maquinitas, he reported that he will include an addendum in his order to this effect as 
soon as possible. To the conspiracy theories that he has seen spreading online, he 
reminded the community that there are real people dying every day from COVID-19, 
which is the reality that officials and community members must deal with.  
 
Robert Eads, City Manager, provided his condolences to the recently deceased and 
voiced his exception to implications he has seen that the City is treating COVID patients 
and fatalities as numbers or statistics. He emphasized that this is patently untrue as 
officials have been working desperately to save lives and keep the community safe; the 
City is unauthorized by law from releasing names or identifying information despite their 
desire to honor and revere these individuals.  
 
Dr. Treviño noted that the medical exclusions for the Red Roof Inn alternative care site 
were set up by the company who contracted to work with the facility; the total capacity 
of the hotel is 106, so there is plenty of room to fill that site to capacity. However, 
officials have to operate within those medical parameters and exclusions. Patients have 
to be transferred to the site from hospitals, and officials are working on modifying those 
parameters if possible to include more patients. The virus is highly contagious, and it is 
spread easily in enclosed areas; by virtue of how a detention center is built, it lends 
itself to close contact and increased transmission. The detention centers have been 
quarantine with the intention to teach them how to mitigate the spread of infection.  
 
Mr. Chamberlain stated that officials will likely not be able to definitely say what caused 
the outbreaks at the detention centers, since the onset dates of both detainees and staff 
members occurred at similar times. Health staff has been in contact with officials at the 
Rio Grande Detention Center, who have confirmed that they ordered testing kits and will 
initiate testing early this week. The Health Department awaits results from the detention 
center.  
 
Dr. Treviño noted that a virtual meeting with the Texas Medical Association President 
will occur on Thursday, August 6, 2020.  


