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CITY OF LAREDO 
DAILY MEDIA BRIEFING 

AUGUST 5, 2020 
 
Ramiro Elizondo, Interim Fire Chief and Emergency Management Coordinator, 
confirmed more deaths since the last media briefing and offered his condolences to the 
family members and loved ones. For the case numbers, hospitalizations, and fatalities 
to continue to rise means that the City and County’s messages to the public are not 
being followed; he urged the community to take heed of the warnings and 
recommendations to mitigate the spread of infection. Hospitals reported full capacity 
yesterday, and he coordinated with the State of Texas for assistance; 14 lateral 
transfers were conducted. He reminded the public that COVID testing continues at 
Sames Auto Arena from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. from now until August 7.  
 
Richard Chamberlain, Interim Health Director, shared his condolences to the families of 
the recent COVID victims and reported that 19,854 individuals have been tested for 
COVID-19 to-date; 11,730 of those tests have been confirmed negative with 7,119 
positive cases (4,997 active). Of the confirmed cases, 1,998 individuals have already 
recovered, 144 have passed away, and 202 are currently hospitalized. The prevalence 
rate is 37.8% currently. He urged the public to not host or attend social gatherings as 
they are the cause of increased cases, hospitalizations, and fatalities. Negative COVID-
19 results should not give an individual the confidence to let their guard down and relax 
preventive measures; a negative result simply means that the individual does not have 
the virus that day. There is still the possibility of that individual contracting the virus 
because of their gathering and relaxed measures. Mr. Chamberlain encouraged the 
public to utilize technology available to connect with their loved ones rather than 
gathering in-person which puts everyone at greater risk.  
 
Dr. Victor Treviño, health authority for the City of Laredo, shared his condolences to the 
victims of the virus. He noted the possibility of criteria changing for the Red Roof Inn as 
an alternative care site so that more COVID-19 patients can receive treatment. Nursing 
homes continue to experience quarantine orders and have active COVID-19 cases 
among residents and employees. Several school districts in Georgia have resumed 
classes for the fall semester with positive COVID cases being confirmed following the 
first day of in-person education. Local officials will continue to review the updates but 
noted that the state of George has a lower positivity rate than Texas, which should be 
considered in the consideration of Texas schools being reopened.  
 
Joe Baeza, Interim Public Information Officer, reported that six citations were issued for 
curfew violations (five to adults and one to a juvenile) by the Police Department. He 
reminded community members that they have a greater influence over the people in 
their life than they think, more so than any local official. They should use this influence 
to set a good example and remind their loved ones to practice the recommended health 
and safety measures.  
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Mayor Pete Saenz offered his condolences for the recently deceased COVID victims 
and noted that the Governor encouraged local officials to enforce their ordinances for 
the prevention of spreading COVID-19. He recommended revoking certificates of 
occupancy for establishments that do not comply with COVID regulations and to shut 
down bingos and maquinitas if officials deemed it necessary. He echoed the same 
sentiments as Investigator Baeza regarding using influence to encourage safe 
practices.  
 
Steve Landin, Webb County Emergency Management Coordinator, explained that a 
refrigerator is already in place at the Medical Examiner’s Officer; the refrigerated trucks 
have been returned to the City Health Department. There are approximately 120 
decedents there, which is causing issues. Testing is ongoing at Life Downs until August 
7, 2020.  
 
Robert Eads, City Manager, provided his condolences to the recently deceased and 
voiced his frustration that the same message has been relayed time after time to no 
avail in the community, asking what will have to happen before the public takes the virus 
seriously. He reminded the public that there are people going to work every day to save 
lives, and they have a higher workload because some people are just not taking the 
situation seriously. Making irresponsible choices is putting lives at risk.  
 
Chief Elizondo explained that the criteria for transfers to the Red Roof Inn are being 
worked on right now; the main thing to change is the appropriation of IV fluids and 
medications.  


