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CITY OF LAREDO 
DAILY MEDIA BRIEFING 

AUGUST 7, 2020 
 
Mayor Pete Saenz noted the possible risk that the City may lose a state ambulance or 
two for transferring patients to San Antonio.  
 
Robert Eads, City Manager, confirmed that one ambulance was taken back by the state 
but assured the community that resources are being used to the maximum extent. Any 
closures of bingos and maquinitas or other establishments are part of the objective to 
keep the community safe and keep businesses compliant with the necessary COVID 
measures.  
 
Richard Chamberlain, Interim Health Director, shared his condolences to the families of 
the recent COVID victims and reported that 20,866 individuals have been tested for 
COVID-19 to-date; 12,277 of those tests have been confirmed negative with 7,540 
positive cases (4,717 active). Of the confirmed cases, 2,668 individuals have already 
recovered, 155 have passed away, and 191 are currently hospitalized. The prevalence 
rate is 38.0% currently. While the active case count and prevalence rate are going down 
from the last report, they are decreasing much too slowly. The situation is still very 
critical and life-threatening. He urged the public to stay safe at home and not visit or 
travel this weekend.  
 
Dr. Victor Treviño, health authority for the City of Laredo, shared his condolences to the 
victims of the virus. Across both hospitals, the city has 518 doses of Remdesivir, which 
is still commercially available. The state has allowed some relief by transferring about 
20 patients to hospitals in San Antonio; both hospitals are operating at or very near 
capacity. Nursing homes continue to have active COVID-19 cases among residents and 
staff, as do the detention centers and the jail. While the prevalence rate is starting to 
decrease, the community must remain vigilant. Case reporting from reopened school 
districts across the county is an overwhelming cause for concern, especially considering 
the high infection environment of Laredo at this time. He recommended that parents of 
children aged two or older prepare their children for the use of face masks so that they 
can accurately wear and remove the masks in public. He also reminded the community 
to wash their masks regularly.  
 
Mr. Chamberlain reported that the testing at the Sames Auto Arena has reached its 
capacity and will not take any additional people. He voiced his understanding that the 
testing at Life Downs is still ongoing today.  
 
Manuel Diaz of the Police Department shared his condolences for the recent victims of 
COVID-19 and reported that nine calls for service were received in the last 24 hours. 
Eight citations were issued pertaining to curfew violations. Law enforcement is engaging 
in a multi-organizational effort to enforce the compliance and/or closures of bingo halls 
and maquinitas.  
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Steve Landin, Webb County Emergency Management Coordinator, offered the County’s 
condolences for the lives lost to the virus. He confirmed that Life Downs is still testing 
today, and testing has begun at the Webb County Jail at this time, as well, due to 
positive cases among detainees and staff members. He confirmed that many of the 
decedents in the County morgue are border crossers who have perished during their 
attempts to cross into the country. Summer is a peak season where border crossing is 
seen, and the high heat and harsh elements makes this endeavor much more 
dangerous. One refrigerator is dedicated to only COVID-19 victims.  
 
Dr. Treviño reminded the media that the numbers projected for COVID deaths are very 
fluid and change daily. The numbers and counts are reported as best as officials can 
confirm at the time of reporting. Additional hospital hotels are being considered at this 
point to help patients recuperate from the virus; officials are discussing protocols for 
making use of these accommodations. He confirmed that the imminent death protocols 
have been implemented at both hospitals, noting his understanding that some imminent 
death visits have already occurred.  


