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CITY OF LAREDO 
DAILY MEDIA BRIEFING 

AUGUST 10, 2020 
 
Joe Baeza, Interim Public Information Officer, shared the City and County’s 
condolences for the recently-deceased victims of COVID-19.  
 
Ramiro Elizondo, Interim Fire Chief and Emergency Management Coordinator, noted 
that positive rates continue to increase across Texas, and Laredo is a hotspot. He 
reiterated officials’ recommendations that the public continue preventative measures 
such as wearing a face mask, maintaining a six-foot social distance, staying home 
unless it is necessary to be out of doors, and to regularly wash hands and maintain 
diligent hygiene.  
 
 
Richard Chamberlain, Interim Health Director, shared his condolences to the families of 
the recent COVID victims. He explained that the incidence rate is indicative of the level 
of COVID-19 transmission risk to the community; the prevalence rate is the total number 
of positive results over the total number of those tested. The prevalence rate will 
continue to increase, but officials want to see the incidence rate decline; the incidence 
rate has increased every week over the last 12 weeks. By following the preventative 
measures as described by Chief Elizondo, the public will see the incidence rate 
decrease. He noted that a graphic shared on social media gave incorrect information 
about the number of positive cases confirmed over a certain period of time. He reported 
that 22,185 individuals have been tested for COVID-19 to-date; 12,800 of those tests 
have been confirmed negative with 8,262 positive cases (4,592 active). Of the 
confirmed cases, 3,496 individuals have already recovered, 174 have passed away, 
and 179 are currently hospitalized. The prevalence rate is 29.9% currently.  
 
Dr. Victor Treviño, health authority for the City of Laredo, clarified that some of the 
hospitalizations and deaths were only recorded since Friday and did not necessarily 
occur over the weekend. Hospitals are still operating at or near capacity, though some 
relief has become available due to transfers. Non-COVID ICUs are also at or near 
capacity. Specialty Hospital has increased their non-COVID ICU capacity to around 40 
beds and have six COVID ICU beds with five beds currently in use. Positive cases 
continue at various nursing homes throughout the city; the Laredo Nursing & 
Rehabilitation facility will be reissued a quarantine order. Testing is ongoing at Webb 
County Detention Center and the Rio Grande Detention Center. Dr. Treviño noted that 
officials will meet with school districts this week as preparations continue for facilitating 
student education this fall.  
 
Mr. Baeza noted that the Police Department is implementing enforcement and citations 
for violations of the City’s COVID-19 ordinance. He asked the public to take into account 
the increasing numbers throughout the community so that they do not expose 
themselves to unnecessary risk. He observed that some businesses are too lax and 
conducting business as usual; this is unacceptable as it contributes to the increasing 



2 
 

prevalence and incidence rates in Laredo. He reported that the Department issued 
several citations over the weekend to adults violating curfew requirements; the 
Department also received 46 complaint calls for ordinance violations. He asked the 
community to utilized the LPD app to submit anonymous tips and reports. If someone is 
working in an unsafe environment or at a place where there is a large gathering, officers 
want to know about it to mitigate the spread of infection. Everyone has an influence on 
their friends, family, and coworkers and should use that influence to encourage one 
another to be safe and neighborly during this time and to “spread the message, not the 
virus.” 
 
Mayor Pete Saenz voiced his disappointment that Laredoans have not done enough to 
reverse their situation and mitigate the spread of the virus. Something different must be 
done to ensure that citizens stop exposing themselves to risk or to take the situation 
seriously.  
 
Mara Mendez of the Webb County Judge’s Office shared the office’s condolences for 
the recently-deceased.  
 
Robert Eads, City Manager, noted that community members are still being seen 
participating in “bad behavior,” risky behavior that increases the spread of infection and 
is in violation of the City and County’s orders. He reminded the public and the media 
that officials have been saying the same thing and spreading the same message since 
March, so a lack of education is likely not the reason for the community’s continued 
behavior. Officials need to change tactics to get people to do the right thing, which might 
mean punitive measures instead of simply appealing to the community to practice safe 
behaviors; there should have been no loss of life, especially in the numbers that Laredo 
has seen.  
 
Mr. Baeza reminded the public that, by state law, no one is allowed to gather in groups 
of 10 or more people. He objected to public comments he has seen on social media that 
the Police Department is attempting to recover lost City revenues by citing individuals 
with COVID-related infractions, noting that officers are trying to reduce the community’s 
exposure to risk.  
 
Mr. Chamberlain clarified that the Rio Grande Detention Center’s most recent active 
case numbers totaled four but noted that more testing has been conducted with more 
active cases, though he could not confirm that number at this time.  


