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CITY OF LAREDO 
DAILY MEDIA BRIEFING 

AUGUST 14, 2020 
 
Joe Baeza, Interim Public Information Officer, shared the City and County’s 
condolences for the recently-deceased victims of COVID-19, noting that it is not lost on 
officials that each life lost had a family or friend group that is mourning their departure.  
 
Guillermo Heard of the Fire Department stated that officials are asking the state for 
another alternative care site, particularly Specialty Hospital. Details and community 
needs are still being discussed. He noted that officials are coordinating with local 
nursing homes to ensure appropriate care to residents while supporting hospitals and 
preventing facility surges. He reminded the public to continue practicing preventative 
measures as advised by officials since the beginning of the pandemic.  
 
Richard Chamberlain, Interim Health Director, shared his condolences to the families of 
the recent COVID victims. He reminded the community that each individual must strive 
to stay healthy by eating nutritious foods, refraining from smoking, exercising regularly, 
and practicing the hygienic and safety measures as advised by officials. With cold and 
flu season upcoming, he noted that officials will disseminate information on mobile 
influence drive-through clinics for the community in the next few weeks, urging the 
public to get a flu vaccination this year to prevent illness and infection. He reported that 
24,761 individuals have been tested for COVID-19 to-date; 14,388 of those tests have 
been confirmed negative with 9,303 positive cases (3,333 active). Of the confirmed 
cases, 5,785 individuals have already recovered, 185 have passed away, and 170 are 
currently hospitalized.  
 
Dr. Victor Treviño, health authority for the City of Laredo, shared his condolences for the 
recently deceased. The Red Roof Inn alternative care site is only housing eight patients 
at this time; the other hospitals continue to operate at or near capacity. Regent Care 
Center is still under quarantine, as are Retama West, Retama South, and Laredo 
Nursing & Rehabilitation Center. Webb County Detention Center will soon move out of 
quarantine. He reported that imminent death protocols will be implemented at the 
nursing homes given the number of deaths and need for family and loved ones to say 
their goodbyes. Officials continue to review plans for school districts that are preparing 
for the new school year.  
 
Manuel Diaz of the Police Department reported that officers issued two citations for 
curfew violations and reminded the community that the Department are actively 
checking parks, businesses, and the community to ensure that masks are being used 
and safety measures are being followed.  
 
Mayor Pete Saenz noted the City’s gratitude to media partners for disseminating the 
official messages that educate and encourage the community to embrace preventative 
measures and safe practices.  
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Robert Eads, City Manager, shared condolences for the recent COVID deaths and 
warned the public not to let the beautiful weather cause them to relax their diligence in 
practicing safe preventative measures.  
 
Officer Diaz confirmed that the Police Department has not seen a recent increase in 
domestic violence or assault cases as a result of the shelter in place, curfew, or COVID 
emergency orders.  


