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Laredo, Texas – The City of Laredo Health Department's Immunizations Division is pleased to 

announce a series of significant updates and changes in the field of vaccinations, aimed at 

enhancing public health and safeguarding the community against preventable diseases. The 

Immunizations Division is dedicated to promoting community health and preventing the spread 

of vaccine-preventable diseases. With a commitment to evidence-based practices and innovative 

strategies, the division strives to ensure that individuals of all ages have access to essential 

vaccinations and resources. 

 

• ASN (Adult Safety Net) Program Enhancements 

o Starting from August 1, 2023, the ASN Program has undergone strategic 

modifications to better serve the community's immunization needs. Notable 

changes include the removal of pneumococcal conjugate (PCV20), pneumococcal 

polysaccharide (PPSV23), varicella (VAR), and human papillomavirus (HPV) 

vaccines from the current vaccine formulary. While existing stock of these 

vaccines can still be used for eligible populations, orders for additional doses will 

no longer be possible. This adjustment, guided by a comprehensive review of 

funding and vaccine demand, aims to ensure the efficient allocation of resources 

while continuing to provide essential vaccinations. 
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• COVID-19 Vaccination Advancements 

o The Immunizations Division is also at the forefront of addressing the evolving 

landscape of COVID-19 vaccinations. Recent developments include the 

introduction of a monovalent XBB 1.5 composition for updated COVID-19 

vaccines, anticipated to be available in mid to late September 2023. This strategic 

approach is grounded in evidence and aims to enhance the effectiveness of 

vaccines against circulating variants, including the XBB-lineage viruses. 

• Empowering Influenza and Pneumococcal Protection 

o The Immunizations Division is actively preparing for the upcoming influenza 

season, with a pre-order of 11,000 pediatric influenza vaccine doses (ProQuad) 

scheduled to arrive in September. Collaborative efforts with local school districts, 

including UISD and LISD, have been initiated to ensure a seamless administration 

process, thereby bolstering the community's defense against influenza. 

o A notable development in pneumococcal vaccination protocols includes the 

availability of the updated PCV20 vaccine for all age groups as of September 1st.  

• RSV Protection Innovations 

o Recognizing the significance of Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV) prevention, 

the Immunizations Division has embraced two groundbreaking products approved 

by the FDA. Sanofi Pasteur's Beyfortus (nirsevimab-alip) offers targeted 

protection against RSV-related lung disease for newborns and infants, while 

GSK's Arexvy provides preventive measures against RSV in individuals aged 60 

and older. These innovations underscore the Immunizations Division's 

commitment to advancing public health and reducing the burden of preventable 

diseases. Estimated arrival date late October 2023. 

• Annual Enrollment Preparation 

o The Immunizations Division is diligently preparing for the annual enrollment of 

the Texas Vaccines for Children (TVFC) and ASN programs, set to commence on 

September 1, 2023. These programs play a crucial role in ensuring access to 

vaccinations and resource allocation based on the local patient population. These 

programs serve the under and uninsured population. The division remains 

dedicated to accurate reporting and data-driven decision-making to optimize 

vaccine distribution and accountability. The community may contact the 

immunizations department for additional guidance.  

 

Dr. Richard A. Chamberlain, Health Director of Laredo Public Health Department, expresses 

enthusiasm for these advancements, stating, "Our Immunizations Division is steadfast in its 

commitment to enhancing public health outcomes through strategic immunization initiatives. 

These updates reflect our unwavering dedication to protecting the health and well-being of our 

community members." 

 

 

 

### 
 


