
M-96-R-02 

CITY OF LAREDO 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
1110 HOUSTON STREET 

LAREDO, TEXAS 
5:30 P.M. 

MINUTES 

JANUARY 15, 1996 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

With a quorum present Mayor Protem Felipe Cardenas called the 
meeting to order. 

II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

III. 

Mayor Protem Felipe Cardenas led in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

ROLL CALL 
IN ATTENDANCE: 
JOSE R. PEREZ, COUNCILMEMBER, DISTRICT 
LOUIS H. BRUNI, 
ALFONSO I. "PONCHO" CASSO, 
CECILIA MAY MORENO, 

, DISTRICT 
, DISTRICT 
, DISTRICT 

BLAS CASTANEDA, , DISTRICT 
JOE A. GUERRA, 
JOSE GERARDO (JERRY) PEREZ, 

, DISTRICT 
, DISTRICT 
, DISTRICT FELIPE CARDENAS, 

GUSTAVO GUEVARA, JR., 
PETER H. VARGAS, 
JESUS NAVA, 
FAUSTO SOSA, 

ABSENCES: 

CITY SECRETARY 
CITY MANAGER 
ASST. CITY MANAGER 
CITY ATTORNEY 

CARLOS R. VILLARREAL, ASST. CITY MANAGER 

I 

II 
III 
IV 
V 
VI 
VII 
VIII 

Motion to excuse Mayor Saul N. Ramirez, Jr., due to out-of-town 
business commitment. 

Moved : Cm. G. Perez 
Second: Cm. Castaneda 
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 
Mayor Protem was chairing the meeting and not voting. 

Motion to waive the regular order of business and move up items 
X-B(l), X-A(l), X-F(l), 32 and #36 for discussion and 
consideration. 
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Moved : Cm. Bruni 
Second: Cm. Perez 
For: 7 

M I N U T E S 

Against: 0 

IV. INTRODUCTORY ORDINANCES 

JANUARY 15, 1996 

Abstain: 0 

2. Authorizing the City Manager to execute a lease with Border 
Area Nutrition Council for approximately 481 square feet 
constituting suite #24 of building #S-1 located at 1718 E. 
Calton Road at the Laredo International Airport; 1. Lease 
term is for one (1) year commencing January 1, 1996, and 
ending December 31, 1996, and may be extended for two (2) 
terms of one (1) year each ending December 31, 1997, and 

December 31, 1998; 
2. Monthly rent shall be $518.69 and will adjusted 

annually during the primary and extension terms of this 
lease according to changes in the consumer price index; 
providing for effective date. 

Ordinance Introduction: City Council 

3. Authorizing the City Manager to execute a lease with Laredo­
Webb County Food Bank for approximately 9,600 square feet 
constituting building #1331 located at 4110 North Jarvis 
Avenue at the Laredo International Airport; 
1. Lease term is for one (1) year commencing January 1, 

1996, and ending December 31, 1996; 
2. Monthly rent shall be $2,316.91; providing for 

effective date. 

Ordinance Introduction: City Council 

4. Authorizing the City Manager to execute a lease agreement 
with the Washington's Birthday Celebration Association of 
Laredo, a Texas Non-Profit Corporation, for approximately 8.0 
acres of land consisting of the north one-half (1/2) of Block 
No. 29, and the entire Block No. 22, of the Airport 
Subdivision Plat at the Laredo International Airport and 
providing for an alternate tract; 
1. Lease term is for fifteen days commencing February 12, 

1996, and ending February 26, 1996; 
2. Daily rent will be $500.00; providing for effective date. 

Ordinance Introduction: City Council 

5. Authorizing a ten year lease between the City of Laredo and 
the Azteca Economic Development and Preservation Corporation 
for approximately 1,445 square feet of building space and an 
additional 3,009 square feet of parking area, located on Lot 
10, Block 89, situated in the Western Division of the City of 
Laredo, Webb County, Texas, and/or 20 Iturbide as more 
commonly known, for use as a Police Sub-Station. 

Ordinance Introduction: City Council 
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V. FINAL READINGS 
Motion to waive final readings #95-0-302, #95-0-303, 96-0-001, 
and #96-0-002. 

Moved : Cm. Perez 
Second: Cm. G. Perez 
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

6. 95-0-302 Authorizing the issuance of a Special Use Permit 
for Gas Extraction to Sonat Exploration Company on 
2.75 acres out of Porcion 37, Abstract 410, as 
further described by metes and bounds, located east 
of Highway 83, and south of Colonia Los Obispos 
Subdivision, and to be known as the Sonat-Wright 
Unit A#ll Well; providing for publication and 
effective date. (Unanimous City Council) 

Motion authorizing the issuance of a Special Use 
Permit for Gas Extraction to Sonat Exploration 
Company on 2.75 acres out of Porcion 37, Abstract 
410, as further described by metes and bounds, 
located east of Highway 83, and south of Colonia 
Los Obispos Subdivision, and to be known as the 
Sonat-Wright Unit A#ll Well; providing for 
publication and effective date. 

Moved : Cm. Perez 
Second: Cm. G. Perez 
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

7. 95-0-303 Authorizing the issuance of a Special Use Permit 
for Gas Extraction to Sonat Exploration Company on 
2.75 acres out of Porcion 37, Abstract 410, as 
further described by metes and bounds, located east 
of Highway 83, and south of Colonia Los Obispos 
Subdivision, and to be known as the Sonat-Wright 
Unit B#12 Well; providing for publication and 
effective date. (Unanimous City Council) 

Motion authorizing the issuance of a Special Use 
Permit for Gas Extraction to Sonat Exploration 
Company on 2.75 acres out of Porcion 37, Abstract 
410, as further described by metes and bounds, 
located east of Highway 83, and south of Colonia 
Los Obispos Subdivision, and to be known as the 
Sonat-Wright Unite B#l2 Well; providing for 
publication and effective date. 

Moved : Cm. Perez 
Second: Cm. G. Perez 
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

8. 96-0-001 Approval of an amendment to the contract with the 
Texas Department of Health and budget in the amount 
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of $9,880 for the Tuberculosis Elimination Program 
of the City of Laredo Health Department for the 
period beginning September 1, 1995, through August 
31, 1996, and increasing revenue line item no. 226-
0000-323-4042 from $175,512 to $185,392 and 
increasing expenditure line item no. 226-6028 from 
$175,512 to $185,392. 
(Unanimous City Council) 

Motion to approve an amendment to the contract with 
the Texas Department of Health and budget in the 
amount of $9,880 for the Tuberculosis Elimination 
Program of the City of Laredo Health Department for 
the period beginning September 1, 1995, through 
August 31, 1996, and increasing revenue line item 
no. 226-0000-323-4042 from $175,512 to $185,392 and 
increasing expenditure line item no. 22-6028 from 
$175,512 to $185,392. 

Moved : Cm. Perez 
Second: Cm. G. Perez 
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

9. 96-0-002 Amending the Zoning Ordinance (map) of the City of 
Laredo by rezoning 76.9980 acres out of Porcion 19, 
Abstracts 47 and 591, as further described by metes 
and bounds on attached Exhibit "A" located north of 
F.M. 3464 and east of Mines Road, from AG 
(Agricultural District) to M-1 (Light Manufacturing 
District) ; providing for publication and effective 
date. (Unanimous City Council) 

VI. RESOLUTIONS 

Motion amending the Zoning Ordinance (map) of the 
City of Laredo by rezoning 76.9990 acre out of 
Porcion 19, Abstracts 47 and 591, as further 
described by metes and bounds on attached Exhibit 
"A" located north of F.M. 3464 and east of Mines 
Road, from AG (Agricultural District) to M-1 (Light 
Manufacturing District) ; providing for publication 
and effective date. (Unanimous City Council) 

Moved : Cm. Perez 
Second: Cm. G. Perez 
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

10. 96-R-006 Authorizing the issuance of a drilling permit to 
drill and operate a gas extraction well on a 2.75 
acre tract out of Porcion 37, Abstract 410, as 
further described by metes and bounds, located east 
of Highway 83 and south of Colonia Los Obispos 
Subdivision, known as Sonat-Wright Unit A, No. 11, 
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of the City of Laredo, providing for publication 
and effective date. 

Motion authorizing the issuance of a drilling 
permit to drill and operate a gas extraction well 
on a 2.75 acre tract out of Porcion 37, Abstract 
410, as further described by metes and bounds, 
located east of Highway 83 and south of Colonia Los 
Obispos Subdivision, known as Sonat-Wright Unit A, 
No. 11, of the City of Laredo, providing for 
publication and effective date. 

Moved : Cm. Castaneda 
Second: Cm. Perez 
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

11. 96-R-007 Authorizing the issuance of a drilling permit to 
drill and operate a gas extraction well on a 2.75 
acre tract out of Porcion 37, Abstract 410, as 
further described by metes and bounds, located east 
of Highway 83 and south of Colonia Los Obispos 
Subdivision, known as Sonat-Wright Unit B, No. 12, 
of the City of Laredo, providing for publication 
and effective date. 

Motion authorizing the issuance of a drilling 
permit to drill and operate a gas extraction well 
on a 2.75 acre tract out of Porcion 37, Abstract 
410, as further described by metes and bounds, 
located east of Highway 83 and south of Colonia Los 
Obispos Subdivision, known as Sonat-Wright Unit B, 
No. 12, of the City of Laredo, providing for 
publication and effective date. 

Moved : Cm. G. Perez 
Second: Cm. Castaneda 
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

12. 96-R-008 Authorizing the City Manager to accept a grant from 
the Texas Department of Health in the amount of 
$462,810.00, for the Women, Infants, and Children 
(WIC) Program, and $71,233.00, for the WIC 
Immunization Initiative Project, for a total of 
$534,043.00, for the City of Laredo Health 
Department for the period beginning October 1, 
1995, through March 31, 1996; and authorizing the 
City Manager to execute the contract. 

Motion authorizing the City Manager to accept a 
grant from the Texas Department of Health in the 
amount of $462,810.00, for the Women, Infants, and 
Children (WIC) Program, and $71,233.00, for the WIC 
Immunization Initiative Project, for a total of 
$534,043.00, for the City of Laredo Health 
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Department for the period beginning October 1, 
1995, through March 31, 1996; and authorizing the 
City Manager to execute the contract. 

Moved : Cm. G. Perez 
Second: Cm. Perez 
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

13. 96-R-009 Authorizing the City Manager to accept a grant from 
the Texas Department of Health in the amount of 
$66,000.00, for the HIV/AIDS Health Education/Risk 
Reduction Project of the City of Laredo Health 
Department for the period beginning September 1, 
1995, through August 31, 1996; and authorizing the 
City Manager to execute the contract. 

Motion authorizing the City Manager to accept a 
grant from the Texas Department of Health in the 
amount of $66,000.00, for the HIV/AIDS Health 
Education/Risk Reduction Project of the City of 
Laredo Health Department for the period beginning 
September 1, 1995, through August 31, 1996; and 
authorizing the City Manager to execute the 
contract. 

Moved : Cm. Castaneda 
Second: Cm. G. Perez 
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

14. 96-R-010 Authorizing the City Manager to submit an 
application to the Governor's Office for funding of 
personnel and direct operating expenses for a 
multi-agency Narcotics Task Force in the amount of 
$710,336.00, with the City designating $339,318.00, 
in matching funds for a total of $1,049,654.00, and 
authorizing the City Manager to sign any and all 
documents pertaining to this application. 

Motion authorizing the City Manager to submit an 
application to the Governor's Office for funding of 
personnel and direct operating expenses for a 
multi-agency Narcotics Task Force in the amount of 
$710,336.00, with the City designating $339,318.00, 
in matching funds for a total of $1,049,654.00, and 
authorizing the City Manager to sign any and all 
documents pertaining to this application. 

Moved : Cm. G. Perez 
Second: Cm. Castaneda 
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

15. 96-R-011 Articulating the C�ty of Laredo's intent to 
prohibit the carrying of weapons, including 
concealed handguns on city-owned premises; 
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directing the City Manager to post appropriate 
notice that possession of weapons on city-owned 
premises is prohibited; authorizing the City 
Manager to take any steps reasonable and necessary 
to deny entry onto city-owned premises by persons 
carrying weapons; and providing an effective date. 

Motion articulating the City of Laredo's intent to 
prohibit the carrying of weapons, including 
concealed handguns on city-owned premises; 
directing the City Manager to post appropriate 
notice that possession of weapons on city-owned 
premises is prohibited; authorizing the City 
Manager to take any steps reasonable and necessary 
to deny entry onto city-owned premises by persons 
carrying weapons; and providing an effective date. 

Moved : Cm. 
Second: Cm. 
For: 6 

G. Perez 
Castaneda 

Against: 1 
Cm. Guerra 

Abstain: 

16. 96-R-012 Accepting the assignment of 28.7 acre feet of 
Municipal Water Rights from the 80 0 acre feet 
deeded to the City of Laredo by Vaquillas Ranch 
Company, LTD., in payment of water availability 
charges in connection with the platting of 
Independence Hills Subdivision. 

Motion accepting the assignment of 28.7 acre feet 
of Municipal Water Rights from the 80 0 acre feet 
deeded to the City of Laredo by Vaquillas Ranch 
Company, LTD., in payment of water availability 
charges in connection with the platting of 
Independence Hill Subdivision. 

Moved : Cm. G. Perez 
Second: Cm. Castaneda 

0 

For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

VII. MOTIONS 

17. Refund of property taxes in various amounts to the following 
individuals or companies: 
a) Nicolas z. Martinez in the amount of $925.65, as a result 

of a clerical error, 
b) CAMH Star Forwarding Agency, Inc., in the amount of 

$7,657.58, as a result of a double assessment, and 
c) Laredo National Bank in the amount of $5,532.12, as a 

result of an overpayment. 

Motion to refund of property taxes in various amounts to 
the following individuals or companies: 
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a) Nicolas z. Martinez in the amount of $925. 65, as a result 
of a clerical error, 

b) CAMH Star Forwarding Agency, Inc. , in the $7,657. 58, as 
a result of a double assessment, and 

c) Laredo National Bank in the amount of $5,532. 12, as a 
result of an overpayment. 

Moved : Cm. G. Perez 
Second: Cm. Perez 
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

18. Award of a three year uniform rental contract to the Low 
Bidder, Unifirst, Laredo, Texas, in the estimated amount of 
$27,908. 40, for providing uniforms and laundry service for 
the Fleet Maintenance Division. 

Motion to award of a three year uniform rental contract to 
the low bidder, Unifirst, Laredo, Texas, in the estimated 
amount of $27,908. 40, for providing uniforms and laundry 
service for the Fleet Maintenance Division. 

Moved : Cm. G. Perez 
Second: Cm. Perez 
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

19. Award of a contract to the Low Bidder, A-1 Dry Cleaners, 
Laredo, Texas, in the estimated amount of $58,972. 50, for 
providing laundry dry cleaning services for the Police 
Department uniforms. 

Motion to award a contract to the low bidder, A-1 Dry 
Cleaners, Laredo, Texas, in the estimated amount of 
$58,972. 50, for providing laundry dry cleaning services for 
the Police Department uniforms. 

Moved : Cm. G. Perez 
Second: Cm. Perez 
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

20. Award of contracts to the Low Bidders. Wittigs Office 
Interiors, San Antonio, Texas, in the amount of $247,867. 40, 
and Professional Filing Systems, San Antonio, Texas, in the 
amount of $44,944. 67, for the purchase of the office 
furniture and filing systems needed for the New Police 
Station. 

Motion to award contracts to the low bidders, Wittigs Office 
Interiors, San Antonio, Texas, in the amount of $247,867. 40, 
and Professional Filing Systems, San Antonio, Texas, in the 
amount of $44,944. 67, for the purchase of the office 
furniture and filing systems needed for the New Police 
Station. 
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Moved : Cm. G. Perez 
Second: Cm. Perez 
For: 7 Against: 0 

JANUARY 15, 1996 

Abstain: 0 

21. Award of annual contracts to the Low Bidders, Gonzalez Auto 
Parts, Laredo, Texas, in the estimated amount of $42,619.91, 
NAPA, Laredo, Texas, in the estimated amount of $36,762.50, 
and VELCO Inc., Laredo, Texas, in the estimated amount of 
$2,357.86, for the purchase of automotive parts for the Fleet 
Maintenance Division. 

Motion to award annual contracts to the low bidders, Gonzalez 
Auto Parts, Laredo, Texas, in the estimated amount of 
$42,619.91, NAPA, Laredo, Texas, in the estimated amount of 
$36,762.50, and VELCO Inc., Laredo, Texas, in the estimated 
amount of $2,357.86, for the purchase of automotive parts for 
the Fleet Maintenance Division. 

Moved : Cm. G. Perez 
Second: Cm. Perez 
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

22. Award of supply contracts to the Low Bidders, Mission Clay 
Products, San Antonio, Texas, in the estimated amount of 
$201,394.75, Davis McAllen Pipe and Supply, Laredo, Texas, in 
the estimated amount of $52,570.00, and Rohan Company, 
Laredo, Texas, in the estimated amount of $51,311.00, for the 
purchase of clay pipe, PVC/clay pipe fittings, and related 
materials, for use by the Utilities Department - Wastewater 
operations for construction and repair projects. 

Motion to award supply contracts to the low bidders, Mission 
Clay Products, San Antonio, Texas, in the estimated amount of 
$201,394.75, Davis McAllen Pipe and Supply, Laredo, Texas, in 
the estimated amount of $52,570.00, and Rohan Company, 
Laredo, Texas, in the estimated amount of $51,311.00, for the 
purchase of clay pipe, PVC/clay pipe fittings, and related 
materials, for or use by the Utilities Department -Wastewater 
operations for construction and repair projects. 

Moved : Cm. G. Perez 
Second: Cm. Perez 
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

23. Award of a contract to the Low Bidder, Rohan Company, Laredo, 
Texas, in the amount of $49,673.60, for the purchase of 
seventy (70) fire hydrants by the Utilities Department. 

Motion to award a contract to the low bidder, Rohan Company, 
Laredo, Texas in the amount of $49,673.60, for the purchase 
of seventy (70) fire hydrants by the Utilities Department. 
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Moved : Cm. G. Perez 
Second: Cm. Perez 
For: 7 Against: 0 

JANUARY 15, 1996 

Abstain: 0 

24. Award of a contract to the Lowest Bidder Meeting 
Specifications, Classic Modular System Inc., Two Rivers, 
Wisconsin, in the amount of $99,998.00, for furnishing and 
installing all requested furniture and equipment needed for 
the Utilities Department laboratory. 

Motion to award a contract to the lowest bidder meeting 
specifications, Classic Modular System Inc., Two Rivers, 
Wisconsin, in the amount of $99,998.00, for furnishing and 
installing all requested furniture and equipment needed for 
the Utilities Department laboratory. 

Moved : Cm. G. Perez 
Second: Cm. Perez 
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

25. Award of a four month office supply contract to the Low 
Bidder, Executive World, Laredo, Texas, for providing general 
office supplies for all city departments. 

Motion to award a four month office supply contract to the 
low bidder, Executive World, Laredo, Texas, for providing 
general office supplies for all city departments. 

Moved : Cm. G. Perez 
Second: Cm. Perez 
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

26. Award of a contract to the Low Bidder, Vanmar Inc., Laredo, 
Texas, in the estimated amount of $51,250.00, for providing 
asphalt repairs and water taps as required by the Utilities 
Department. 

Motion to award contract to the low bidder, Vanmar Inc., 
Laredo, Texas, in the estimated amount of $51,250.00, for 
providing asphalt repairs and water taps as required by the 
Utilities Department. 

Moved : Cm. G. Perez 
Second: Cm. Perez 
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

27. Award of a contract the Low Bidder, Paul Young Company, 
Laredo, Texas, in the amount of $72,375.00, for the purchase 
of five, mid-size sedans, for use by the Public Works 
Department (1) , Traffic Safety Department (1) , Utilities 
Department (2) , and Airport -Foreign Trade Zone (1) . 

Motion to award a contract to the low bidder, Paul Young 
Company, Laredo, Texas, in the amount of $72,375.00, for the 
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purchase of five, mid-size sedans, for use by the Public 
Works Department (1) , Traffic Safety Department (1) , 
Utilities Department (2) , and Airport-Foreign Trade Zone (1) . 

Moved : Cm. G. Perez 
Second: Cm. Perez 
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

28. Approval of amendment no. 6, an increase of $2,642.00, to the 
architectural contract with Sepulveda Associates Architects, 
Laredo, Texas, for additional design and plans to provide 
sheet metal drain pans under the structural ceilings for the 
basement level HIV, and Vital Statistics Departments, and 
also to provide grading elevations and details for site 
grading and ramp improvements to comply with the Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA) standards for the Health 
Department Complex Middle Building in conjunction with the 
Interior Finishing Contract for the City of Laredo Health 
Department. 

Motion to approve amendment no. 6, an increase of $2,642.00, 
to the architectural contract with Sepulveda Associates 
Architects, Laredo, Texas, for additional design and plans to 
provide sheet metal drain pans under the structural ceilings 
for the basement level HIV, and Vital Statistics Departments, 
and also provide grading elevations and details for site 
grading and ramp improvements to comply with the Americans 
with Disabilities Complex Middle Building in conjunction with 
the Interior Finishing Contract for the City of Laredo Health 
Department. 

Moved : Cm. G. Perez 
Second: Cm. Perez 
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

29. Approval of change order no. 2, an increase of $94,057.00, to 
the construction contract with Don Krueger Construction 
Company, Victoria, Texas, for additional communication and 
security items for the New Police Station. 

Motion to approve change order no. 2, an increase of 
$94,057.00, to the construction contract with Don Kruegar 
Construction Company, Victoria, Texas, for additional 
communication and security items for the New Police Station. 

Moved : Cm. G. Perez 
Second: Cm. Perez 
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

30. Acceptance of the project and approval of final payment in 
the amount of $26,898.30, to CST Environmental, Inc., 
Houston, Texas, for the Asbestos Abatement Project of the 
City of Laredo Health Department. 
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Motion accepting the project and approval of final payment in 
the amount of $26,898.30, to CST Environmental, Inc., 
Houston, Texas, for the Asbestos Abatement Project of the 
City of Laredo Health Department. 

Moved : Cm. G. Perez 
Second: Cm. Perez 
For: 7 

VIII. CITY MANAGER'S REPORT 

Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

31. Authorizing the City Manager to enter into a five-year 
Financial Advisory Services Agreement between the City of 
Laredo and Estrada Hinojosa & Company. 

Motion authorizing the City Manager to enter into a five-year 
Financial Advisory Services Agreement between the City of 
Laredo and Estrada Hinojosa & Company. 

Moved :  Cm. G. Perez 
Second: Cm. Guerra 
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

32. Request for Executive Session for consultation with attorney 
pursuant to Texas Government Code Section 551.071, to discuss 
pending litigation and/or consider possible settlement in 
Cause No. C95-845-D3, City of Laredo vs Houston Industries 
Incorporated, Time Warner, et. al. 

Mr. Peter H. Vargas, City Manager, stated that he didn't see 
a need for executive session and explained that the proposed 
settlement by Time Warner consisted of a $19 million 
settlement with Time Warner in which they commit themselves 
to making improvements to the Laredo Cable System that go 
beyond just the hardware. It includes programming, marketing 
and the packages of how they are going to present them. It 
also includes funds for equipment for a new center for public 
access and provides funds for scholarships to Texas A & M 
International University. He concluded by saying that it 
also includes an institutional network. 

Cw. Moreno felt that the scholarship amounts should be 
divided into all the seven (7) high schools in Laredo instead 
of just two (2) scholarships. 

Mr. Vargas stated that perhaps the parameters can include a 
rotating of the scholarships so that all high schools are 
able to participate. He added that they need to bring back a 
resolution to approve the transfer, then bring back an 
ordinance that will extend the franchise two additional years 
and in the ordinance is where they can add language as to how 
the scholarships will be distributed. 
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Motion to accept the settlement. 

Moved : Cm. Guerra 
Second: Cm. G. Perez 
For: 7 Against: 0 

JANUARY 15, 1996 

Abstain: 0 

33. Request for Executive Session for consultation with attorney 
pursuant to Texas Government Code Section 551.071, to discuss 
pending litigation and/or possible settlement in Cause No. 
C-95-00259-D2, Jacaman Investment Group vs City of Laredo. 

Motion to request Executive Session for consultation with 
attorney pursuant to Texas Government Code Section 551.071, 
to discuss pending litigation and/or possible settlement in 
Cause No. C-05-00259-D2, Jacaman Investment Group vs City of 
Laredo. 

Moved : Cm. Castaneda 
Second: Cm. G. Perez 
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

After Executive Session Mayor Protem Cardenas announced that 
no formal action was taken. 

Motion to approve the memorandum of agreement. 

Moved : Cm. G. Perez 
Second: Cm. Perez 
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

34. Request for Executive Session for consultation with attorney 
pursuant to Texas Government Code Section 551.071, to discuss 
pending litigation and/or possible settlement in Cause No. 
C-91-143-D2, City of Laredo vs Gateway Centennial Dev. Co. 
Inc., et. al. 

Motion to go into Executive Session for consultation with 
attorney pursuant to Texas Government Code Section 551.071, 
to discuss pending litigation and/or possible settlement in 
Cause No. C-91-143-D2, City of Laredo vs. Gateway Centennial 
Dev. Co., Inc., et. al. 

Moved : Cm. G. Perez 
Second: Cm. Castaneda 
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

After Executive Session Mayor Protem Cardenas announced that 
no formal action was taken. 

Motion to accept the settlement. 

Moved : Cm. G. Perez 
Second: Cm. Bruni 
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 
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IX. COMMUNICATIONS 

a. Presentation to Fire Captain Jaime Venegas upon his 
retirement after twenty-three (23) years of dedicated and 
faithful service to the citizens of Laredo. 

Motion to table the presentation and schedule it at a future 
meeting. 

Moved : Cm. G. Perez 
Second: Cm. Perez 
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

b. Cm. Bruni instructed staff to start preparing the necessary 
documentation for the yearly evaluation of the City Manager. 

c. Cw. Moreno requested that the reports on the Day Care Centers 
include more information such as how many day care centers we 
still have, how many children are being serviced by each 
center, what ages, what grades, and who else is providing 
these services besides the City of Laredo. 

X. CITY COUNCIL DISCUSSION AND PRESENTATION 

35. Request by Mayor and City Councilmembers for discussion and 
presentation. 

A. Requests by Councilmember Jose R. Perez, Jr. 

1. Discussion and possible action concerning the creation of an 
Ad Hoc Taxi Cab Industry Committee to update the 1984 
Vehicles for Hire Ordinance. (Co-Sponsored by Mayor Pro-Tern 
Felipe Cardenas) 

Cm. Perez wanted to add three (3) members from the 
Transportation Committee and three (3) members from the Taxi 
Cab Association to the Taxi Cab Ad Hoc Committee. 

Mayor Protem Cardenas announced that he was contacted by Mr. 
Rivera of the Taxi Cab Association who stated that the 
members will be meeting with the committee and the 
Transportation Committee. He said that he already has the 
four members. 

Motion that the Council goes on record supporting the 
reduction of personal injury protection per passenger from 
$5,000.00 to 2,500.00. 

Moved : Cm. Castaneda 
Second: Cm. G. Perez 

Mr. Jesus Hector Saenz, spokesman for the taxi cab operators 
was requesting that only bodily injured type be required. 
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Mr. Pulido was recommending a reduction in personal injury 
for passengers, but they are not recommending to waive the 
other two types of coverage requirements at this time. 

Motion was withdrawn. 

Motion to send this item back to the Ad Hoc Committee for 
them to review the recommendations that were pointed out by 
Mr. Pulido and hope that they can come out with a 
reasonable agreement with the taxi drivers and the city. 
Also, that they are able to come out with a good insurance 
plan and that this be done prior to March 1st. 

Moved : 
Second: 
For: 7 

Cm. Castaneda 
Cm. G. Perez 

Against: 

B. Requests by Councilmember Louis H. Bruni 

0 Abstain: 0 

1. Discussion and possible action concerning the paving of Casa 
Verde Road as well as a maintenance schedule for its 
grading. 

Cm. Bruni stated he had several concerns in terms of future 
developments and wants to set a dialog between the City and 
the landowners of these acres. His first concern is the 
development that is going on around these acres and that the 
southern part of this acreage would not have access to the 
John Jacaman Road. They don't want to be in the position 
that when the water lines or the service lines do go 
through, there will be areas that will not be able to get 
water due to the service plans that would not allow the area 
to receive water. 

Mr. Marco Garcia, spokesperson for the area landowners, 
stated that the area consists of about 17 0 acres. They are 
requesting the following: 
(1) A maintenance schedule on the grading of Casa Verde 

Road. 
(2) A traffic signal and a turning lane where Casa Verde 

meets with Loop 20. 
(3) They want to get together with Mrs. Marina Sukup to 

make sure that they don't get left behind in future 
developments in the area. 

He said that because this area was involuntarily annexed 
into the city limits and they have been paying city taxes, 
they have been concerned about these issues and how soon can 
they be resolved. In order to develop they need to plat and 
in order to plat they need water and sewer services. He 
added that when water and sewer extends along the Jacaman 
Road they would like to have it extended along Casa Verde 
Road, then each individual property owner, if they desire at 
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their expense can go ahead and tap into the lines. As it 
stands now, the developers along Jacaman Road can place a 
building between Casa Verde Road and Jacaman Road and leave 
them out of ever having access other than to Loop 20. They 
do not want this area to develop into a colonia. He asked 
that they be allowed to work with Mrs. Sukup to develop a 
master plan of the area and a time frame as to when all this 
will happen. He noted that it is beyond their control to 
have a street, water and sewer extended from any point to 
the edge of Casa Verde because they are surrounded by three 
property owners and wants the City Council to help to 
resolve the issue of developing the area. He wants the city 
to make the first move, by extending water, sewer and a 
street towards them and then when this is done they can 
begin to plat and develop. 

Mr. Vargas stated that the City has a policy, the city does 
not extend the roads and infrastructure. By Charter that is 
the responsibility of the property owners or the developer. 
The city is prohibited from extending the infrastructure, 
but by identifying area they might be able to put together a 
grant application to address that area. Part of the 
Thoroughfare Plan is that Casa Verde Road will exist to the 
north of the proposed Jacaman Road, so the requirement will 
be that it needs to be tied in. 

Mr. Vargas stated that they will also request that the State 
Department look at the traffic signalization along their 
roadway. 

Motion to instruct staff to meet with the landowners to have 
dialogues and start moving in the direction of alerting any 
problems that might happen in this area. 

Moved : Cm. Bruni 
Second: Cm. G. Perez 
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

2. Discussion and possible action concerning the placement of 
additional traffic signage/signalization at the 
intersections of 
a) Loop 20 and East Del Mar Boulevard, and 
b) Loop 20 and McPherson Road. 

Cm. Bruni stated that the stop sign at Loop 20 and East of 
Del Mar Blvd. is rather small and needs additional signage 
and that the blinking light at Loop 20 and McPherson is not 
operating right and it also needs additional signage at that 
intersection. 

Roberto Murillo, Traffic Engineer, stated that the flasher 
was activated, one of the problems with the flasher was that 
they had to acquire easement to be able to provide power to 
that flasher and with that they also have illumination that 
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is functioning now. He added that it is a state road and 
it is the responsibility of the State to maintain all the 
signage and the city is responsible for maintaining the 
existing flasher. They have authorized 48" stop signs on 
McPherson and have installed some rumble strips to make them 
aware of the intersection plus they have advanced warning on 
the stop signs at those intersections. 

Cm. Bruni asked if they can install these rumble strips at 
Del Mar Blvd. and asked if it is legal to have a natural gas 
riser facility on the city easement and who gave the gas 
company the right to put it at this intersection. 

Mr. Murillo stated that they can add additional signs and 
look into making the signs bigger plus ask the state to help 
because they don't have the 48" signs. 

Luis Landin, Traffic Director, stated that on the gas 
deposit that is on the southwest corner, the people that 
work with gas have installed a pole there, it was there 
before the road was built and there have been concerns on 
this. He has talked to Mr. Rivera and he is going to work 
on the perimeters to see if they can find a way to move it 
away from the city's right-of-way and find out who is liable 
for it. 

Cm. Bruni requested that staff and the Legal Department look 
to see who owns this gas installation, get a legal opinion 
and then have staff meet with the owners of this gas 
installation. 

3. Status report concerning the repairs to the Tex-Mex railroad 
crossing on Arkansas Avenue. 

Mr. Vargas stated that they have been in contact with Tex­
Mex Railroad and that the responsibility for that actual 
crossing rests with Tex-Mex. They will continue to be in 
contact with them to discuss the issue and have dialogue 
with them to make the improvements to that crossing and 
other intersections where they feel it's warranted. 

4. Status report concerning the pavement of the Tex-Mex 
railroad easement on Guadalupe at Arkansas Avenue. 

Cm. Bruni stated that his concern is that there is an 
elementary school and that during school hours pedestrians 
walk and use this gravel road and wants to know what the 
status on this road is? 

Mr. Vargas stated that there is no easement, they checked 
into the ownership and it is owned by the Tex-Mex Railroad. 
It is basically their right-of-way and is not an easement 
that they granted to anybody. The city cannot go into 
private property to make improvements and what they are in 
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the process of doing is telling them to either pave it or 
secure it because it is providing a liability to them. 
They will be informing this to them in writing through 
certified mail so that they are on notice that they have an 
exposure there, if they continue to allow pedestrians or 
vehicles to use it. 

Cm. Bruni requested that the Legal Department look into the 
possibility of having Tex-Mex pave it all the way to 
Arkansas Street to facilitate the traffic flow during school 
hours. 

C. Requests by Councilmember Alfonso I. "Poncho" Casso 

1. Discussion and possible action concerning the construction 
of sidewalks at the Market Street Tennis Courts and Park. 

Motion to incorporate the construction of sidewalks at the 
Market Street Tennis Courts into next year's budget. 

Moved : Cm. Casso 
Second: Cm. G. Perez 
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

2. Discussion and possible action concerning the construction 
of a new city park at the Slaughter Farm. 

Mr. Vargas stated that he will provide a report to the 
council on the feasibility and funding sources. 

D. Requests by Councilmember Cecilia May Moreno 

1. Discussion and possible action concerning the addition of 
the: 
(a) 100 Block of West O'Kane, and the 
(b) 2500  Block of Lexington to Street Paving Assessment 

Project 58. 

Motion to include these two blocks into a paving project and 
allow the City Manager to decide the project number. 

Moved : Cw. Moreno 
Second: Cm. Castaneda 
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

Motion instructing staff to make public announcements 
requesting that citizens identify what streets were not part 
of the projects that have been left out. 

Moved : Cw. Moreno 
Second: Cm. G. Perez 
For: 7 
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2 .  Status report concerning the remaining street paving 
assessment projects along with their completion dates, and 
possible ways to accelerate their completion. 
(Co-Sponsored by Councilmember Blas Castaneda) 

Note: A status report was handed to council on paving 
assessment projects 29  through 59. 

Cw. Moreno stated that many of the projects that are 
supposed to be completed by now are far behind, these 
projects have had more than a year, there were no new 
projects added and there is no reason why they have not been 
completed. 

Mr. Vargas stated that they have provided the information of 
what the current status is and what they will do next is 
follow up with a report on why these projects have been 
delayed. 

3. Status report concerning the curb and gutter projects along 
with their start dates, and possible ways to accelerate 
their completion. 
(Co-Sponsored by Councilmember Blas Castaneda) 

Mr. Vargas stated that they will come back with a schedule 
that they will be committed to complete in order to meet the 
schedules. 

E. Requests by Councilmember Blas Castaneda 

1. Status report concerning the comprehensive promotional 
campaign requested by City Council. 

Cm. Castaneda stated that this is the plan he brought before 
council and council voted on where they were asking the city 
administration to work with other external entities of the 
city to try and work out a comprehensive promotional package 
for Laredo. 

Mr. Vargas replied that they have had preliminary meetings 
and that LDF has also been working on this project. They 
have gotten a group of people involved including CPL which 
has agreed to provide some resources toward this as well. 
They will be developing a program within the next month with 
the help of LDF, Economic Development Center, corporations 
in the community, and other city resources to come up with a 
promotional campaign. 

Cm. Perez asked for marketing reports from the Convention 
and Visitors Bureau, and from the Airport Marketing Director 
of how we are doing all together, what their plans are and 
what the expenditures have been. 
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F. Requests by Mayor Pro Tem Felipe Cardenas 

JANUARY 15, 1996 

1. Discussion and possible action concerning a reduction in the 
amount of personal injury protection insurance for taxi cab 
passengers required under City Ordinance No. 84-114, Chapter 
32 (Vehicles for Hire) , Section 32-49. 
(Co-Sponsored by Councilmember Jose R. Perez, Jr.) 

This was discussed with item A (l) which was referred to the 
Taxi Cab Ad Hoc Committee. 

2. Discussion and possible action concerning the condition of 
the intersection of Moctezuma and Convent. 

Mr. Vargas stated that he was not aware of that situation 
on that particular intersection and stated that staff will 
investigate to see what can be done. 

Motion to instruct staff to begin with legal proceedings 
against the Tex-Mex Railroad to upgrade their crossings. 

Moved : Cm. Bruni 
Second: Cm. Casso 
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

Note: Cm. Castaneda was temporarily chairing the meeting as 
Mayor Protem Cardenas had relinquished the chair for 
the purpose of discussion and action on this issue. 

Fausto Sosa, City Attorney, said that since the item was not 
posted in the agenda, the general directive to staff is to 
go ahead and begin the proceedings to talk to them and try 
to initiate something. 

Mr. Vargas stated that before they take specific action they 
will bring it back to council, place it in the agenda for 
official vote on that action. 

Cm. Castaneda suggested that through the newsletter they can 
provide some direction as to what the City Manager foresees 
they need to do. 

XI. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

36. Public hearing concerning an ordinance establishing Article V 
Section 24.80 et seq. of the Laredo Land Development Code 
adopting the Model Subdivision Rules prescribed in Chapter 16 
Subchapter J Section 16.343 of the Texas Water Code 
regulating development within the extraterritorial 
jurisdiction and Certificate of Convenience and Necessity 
(CCN) of the City of Laredo; and amending Appendix A -
Definitions of the Laredo Land Development Code; and that an 
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ordinance be introduced. 

INTRODUCTION OF AN ORDINANCE 
Establishing Article V Section 24.80 et seq. of the Laredo 
Land Development Code adopting the Model Subdivision Rules 
prescribed in Section 16.343 of the Texas Water Code 
regulating development within the extraterritorial 
jurisdiction and Certificate of Convenience and Necessity 
(CCN) of the City of Laredo; and amending Appendix A -
Definitions of the Laredo Land Development Code; providing 
for publication and effective date. 

Motion to open the public hearing. 

Moved : Cm. Castaneda 
Second: Cm. G. Perez 
For: 7 Against: O· Abstain: 0 

County Commissioner Roque Vela spoke in favor of the city 
adopting this ordinance adding that the city will not incur 
any costs and that it comes in form of grants from the Texas 
Water Development Board and the Federal Government. 

Mrs. Mary Myers, representing colonia residents on Hwy 359, 
spoke in favor of the city adopting the ordinance. 

Motion to close the public hearing and introduce the 
ordinance. 

Moved : Cm. Bruni 
Second: Cm. Perez 
For: 7 Against: 0 

Ordinance Introduction: City Council 

Abstain: 0 

37. Public hearing concerning approval of an amendment to the 
contract with the Texas Department of Health and a budget in 
the amount of $66,000.00, for the HIV/AIDS Health 
Education/Risk Reduction Project, of the City of Laredo 
Health Department for the period beginning September 1, 1995, 
through August 31, 1996; and that an ordinance be introduced. 

INTRODUCTION OF AN ORDINANCE 
Approval of an amendment to the contract with the Texas 
Department of Health and a budget in the amount of 
$66,000.00, for the HIV/AIDS Health Education/Risk Reduction 
Project, of the City of Laredo Health Department for the 
period beginning September 1, 1995, through August 31, 1996; 
and increasing Revenue Line Item No. 226-0000-323-4043 
Program 226-0000-323-4037 from $0 to $66,000.00, and 
Expenditure Line Item No. 226-6023 from $0 to $66,000.00. 

Motion to open the public hearing. 
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Moved : Cm. G. Perez 
Second: Cm. Castaneda 
For: 7 

There was no public input. 

Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

Motion to close the public hearing and introduce the 
ordinance. 

Moved : Cm. G. Perez 
Second: Cm. Castaneda 
For: 7 Against: 0 

Ordinance Introduction: City Council 

Abstain: 0 

38. Public hearing concerning approval of an amendment to the 
contract with the Texas Department of Health and a budget in 
the amount of $462,810. 0 0, for the Women, Infants, and 
Children (WIC) Program, and $7 1,233. 00,  for the WIC 
Immunization Initiative Project, for a total of $534,043. 0 0, 
of the City of Laredo Health Department for the period 
beginning October 1, 1995, through March 31, 1996; and that 
an ordinance be introduced. 

INTRODUCTION OF AN ORDINANCE 
Approval of an amendment to the contract with the Texas 
Department of Health and a budget in the amount of 
$462,810. 0 0, for the Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) 
Program, and $7 1,233. 0 0, for the WIC Immunization Initiative 
Project, for a total of $553,043. 0 0, of the City of Laredo 
Health Department for the period beginning October 1, 1995, 
through March 31, 1996; and increasing Revenue Line Item for 
the WIC Program No. 226-0 0 0 0-323-4037 from $0 to $462,810. 0 0, 
and increasing Expenditure Line Item No. 226-6 031 from $0 to 
$462,810. 0 0; and increasing Revenue Line Item for the WIC 
Immunization Initiative Project No. 226-0 0 0 0-323-406 0 from $0 
to $7 1,233. 0 0, and increasing Expenditure Line Item No. 226-
6 032 from $0 to $7 1,233. 0 0. 

Motion to open the public hearing. 

Moved : Cm. G. Perez 
Second: Cw. Moreno 
For: 7 

There was no public input. 

Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

Motion to close the public hearing and introduce the 
ordinance. 

Moved : Cm. G. Perez 
Second: Cm. Bruni 
For: 7 
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Ordinance Introduction: City Council 

XII. MOTION TO RECESS AND CONVENE AS THE LAREDO MASS TRANSIT BOARD 

Motion to recess as City Council and convene as The Laredo Mass 
Transit Board. 

Moved : Cm. G. Perez 
Second: Cm. Guerra 
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

39. Motion to authorize the City Manager to execute the City of 
Laredo's option clause with the Flxible Corporation, 
Delaware, Ohio, and to award a contract in the amount of 
$844,197.00, for the acquisition of three (3) new transit 
coaches for the Laredo Municipal Transit System. 

Motion to authorize the City Manager to execute the City of 
Laredo's option clause with the Flxible Corporation, 
Delaware, Ohio, and to award a contract in the amount of 
$844.197.00, for the acquisition of three (3) new transit 
coaches for the Laredo Municipal Transit System. 

Moved : Cm. G. Perez 
Second: Cm. Perez 
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

Motion to adjourn as The Mass Transit Board and convene as 
City Council. 

Moved : Cm. G. Perez 
Second: Cm. Perez 
For: 7 

XIII. ADJOURNMENT 

Motion to adjourn. 

Moved : Cm. G. Perez 
Second: Cm. Perez 
For: 7 

Against: 

Against: 0 

Abstain: 0 

Abstain: 0 

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE ABOVE MINUTES CONTAINED IN PAGES 01 TO 23 
ARE TRUE, COMPLETE AND CORRECT PROCEEDINGS OF THE REGULAR CITY COUNCIL 
MEETING HELD ON THE 15TH DAY OF JANUARY, 1996. A CERTIFIED COPY IS ON 
FILE AT THE CITY SECRETARY'S OFFICE. 

Minutes approved on: 

Minutes prepared by: 
January 22, 1996 

Delia Rodriguez, Deputy City Secretary II 
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