
CITY OF LAREDO 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
1110 HOUSTON STREET 

LAREDO, TEXAS 
5:30 P.M. 

MINUTES 

ORIGINAL 

M96-R-ll APRIL 22, 1996 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

With a quorum present Mayor Saul N. Ramirez, Jr. called the 
meeting to order. 

II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Mayor Saul N. Ramirez, Jr. led in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

III. ROLL CALL 
SAUL N. RAMIREZ, JR., MAYOR 
JOSE R. PEREZ, JR., COUNCILMEMBER, DISTRICT I 
LOUIS H. BRUNI, , DISTRICT II 
ALFONSO I. "PONCHO" CASSO , DISTRICT III 

CECILIA MAY MORENO, , DISTRICT IV 
BLAS CASTANEDA, , DISTRICT V 
JOE A. GUERRA , DISTRICT VI 
FELIPE CARDENAS, , DISTRICT VIII 
GUSTAVO GUEVARA, JR., CITY SECRETARY 
PETER H. VARGAS, CITY MANAGER 
CARLOS VILLARREAL, ASST. CITY MANAGER 
JESUS NAVA, ASST. CITY MANAGER 
FAUSTO SOSA, CITY ATTORNEY 

ABSENCES: 

Motion to excuse Cm. G. Perez. 

Moved : Cm. Perez 
Second: Cm. Castaneda 
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

Motion to dispense with the regular order of business and move 
up item VII (a) for consideration at this time. 

Moved : Cw. Moreno 
Second: Cm. Cardenas 
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 



M96-R-11 M I N U T E S APRIL 22, 1996 

IV. INTRODUCTORY ORDINANCES 

2. Second reading of an ordinance granting to Laredo Clean 
Sweep, D/B/A Southern Sanitation Services, Inc., a non­
exclusive franchise to construct, maintain, and operate a 
commercial container refuse gathering and disposing service 
in the City of Laredo, Texas, and providing the terms, 
conditions, obligations and limitations upon and under which 
such franchise shall be exercised; providing indemnity to the 
City; City retains authority to regulate rates except for 
rate resulting from increased landfill fees which are passed 
on to the customer; providing increased service rates; 
providing for franchise payments; and providing for 
severability. (Unanimous City Council) 

Ordinance Introduction: City Council 

V. RESOLUTIONS 

3. 96-R-040 Authorizing the City Manager to submit a grant 
application to the Texas Transportation Commission 
in the amount of $1,379,200.00, with the City of 
Laredo designating $344,800.00 in matching funds 
for a total of $1,724,000.00, to fund a Landscaping 
and Beautification Project at the Laredo 
International Airport under the Statewide 
Transportation Enhancement Program. 

Motion authorizing the City Manager to submit a 
grant application to the Texas Transportation 
Commission in the amount of $1,379,200.00, with the 
City of Laredo designating $344,800.00 in matching 
funds for a total of $1,724,000.00, to fund a 
Landscaping and Beautification Project at the 
Laredo International Airport under the Statewide 
Transportation Enhancement Program. 

Moved : Cm. Castaneda 
Second: Cm. Cardenas 
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

4. 96-R-047 Authorizing the City Manager to apply for a grant 
from the Texas Department of Transportation for 
Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act 
(ISTEA) Enhancement Funds in the amount of 
$2,259,632 for the U.S. 83 and Highway 359 Scenic 
Beautification Project. 

Mr. Vargas announced a correction to the amount 
which should be $1,581,242. 

Motion authorizing the City Manager to apply for a 
grant from the Texas Department of Transportation 
for Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency 
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Act (ISTEA) Enhancement Funds in the amount of 
$1,581,242 for the U.S. 83 and Highway 359 Scenic 
Beautification Project. 

Moved : Cm. Cardenas 
Second: Cm. Castaneda 
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

5. 96-R-048 Authorizing the City Manager to apply for a grant 
from the Texas Department of Transportation for 
Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act 
(ISTEA) Enhancement Funds in the amount of 
$2,597,266 for streetscape improvements to Convent 
Avenue, Hidalgo St., Farragut St., Zaragoza St. & 
streets adjacent to San Agustin Plaza, and Santa 
Ursula Avenue. 

Mr. Vargas announced that the correct amount is 
$1,740,666. 

Motion Authorizing the City Manager to apply for a 
grant from the Texas Department of Transportation 
for Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency 
Act (ISTEA) Enhancement Funds in the amount of 
$1,740,666 for streetscape improvements to Convent 
Avenue, Hidalgo St., Farragut St., Zaragoza St. & 
streets adjacent to San Agustin Plaza, and Santa 
Ursula Avenue. 

Moved : Cm. Perez 
Second: Cm. Castaneda 
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

6. 96-R-049 Authorizing the City Manager to apply for a grant 
from the Texas Department of Transportation for 
Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act 
(ISTEA) Enhancement Funds in the amount of $278,400 
for bus bays and landscaping in four (4) major 
locations in Laredo. 

Motion authorizing the City Manager to apply for a 
grant from the Texas Department of Transportation 
for Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency 
Act (ISTEA) Enhancement Funds in the amount of 
$278,400 for bus bays and landscaping in four (4) 
major locations in Laredo. 

Moved : Cm. Perez 
Second: Cm. Cardenas 
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

7. 96-R-050 Authorizing the City Manager to apply for a grant 
from the Texas Department of Transportation for 
Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act 
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VI. MOTIONS 
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(ISTEA) Enhancement Funds in the amount of $144,150 
for beautification of the right-of-way along I.H. 
35, north of Scott Street by the extension of the 
landscape. 

Motion authorizing the City Manager to apply for a 
grant from the Texas Department of Transportation 
for Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency 
Act (ISTEA) Enhancement Funds in the amount of 
$144,150 for beautification of the right-of-way 
along I.H. 35, north of Scott Street by the 
extension of the landscape. 

Moved : Cm. Perez 
Second: Cm. Cardenas 
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

8. Award of a contract to the LOWEST BIDDER, H.B. Zachry 
Company, San Antonio, Texas for the Laredo International 
Airport Passenger Terminal and Related Airside/Landside 
Improvements Phase "B", and approval of change order no. 1, a 
decrease of $1,795,119.89 for storm drain improvements and 
miscellaneous taxiway construction for a net award amount of 
$11,107,829.36, subject to Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA) approval. 

Motion to award a contract to the LOWEST BIDDER, H.B. Zachry 
Company, San Antonio, Texas for the Laredo International 
Airport Passenger Terminal and Related Airside/Landside 
Improvements Phase "B", and approval of change order no. 1, a 
decrease of $1,795,119.89 for storm drain improvements and 
miscellaneous taxiway construction for a net award amount of 
$11,107,829.36, subject to Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA) approval. 

Moved : Cm. Perez 
Second: Cm. Castaneda 
For: 7 

VII. COMMUNICATIONS 

Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

a. Presentation of plaque of appreciation to Tomas Rodriguez for 
his 13 years of dedicated service to the citizens of Laredo. 

Mayor Ramirez recognized Mr. Tomas M. Rodriguez and his wife 
and presented him with a plaque in recognition of his 13 
years of outstanding service in the Utilities Department. 

b. Peter Vargas, City Manager, spoke regarding the Street 
Recycling Project which was awarded to Cutler Repaving 
Company for the contract amount of $248,250.00 for 
approximately 144 streets, contract time of approximately 16 
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working day which they estimate will be completed in June. 
He said that the contractor is ahead of schedule and is 
expected to finish on April 26th. He added they will have 
some monies left, approximately ($62,062.58) and what he 
would like to do is put that money to work. He was 
recommending adding some streets in the downtown area and in 
the Del Mar area, basically about finishing the second area 
streets in downtown which would be east of Sta. Cleotilde and 
the Santa Rita area, also over by the LCC area before the 
overpass on the 400 through the 1000 block. On Del Mar the 
area by McPherson Drive, Long Shadow, and Belair. Mr. Vargas 
wanted some consensus from the council and he will have it as 
a change order and not lose time on the contract. 

VIII. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

9. Public hearing on an ordinance amending the zoning ordinance 
(map) of the City of Laredo by rezoning Lots 4, 5, 6, and 
part of 7, Block 456, Eastern Division, located at 2002 
Sacred Heart Dr., (U.S. 83 South at Vicente St.) , from B-3 
(Community Business District) from B-3 (Community Business 
District) to B-4 (Highway Commercial District) ; and that an 
ordinance be introduced. 

INTRODUCTION OF AN ORDINANCE 
Amend�ng the zoning ordinance (map) of the City of Laredo by 
rezoning Lots 4, 5, 6, and part of 7, Block 456, Eastern 
Division, Located at 2002 Sacred Heart Dr. from B-3 
(Community Business District) to B-4 (Highway Commercial 
District) ; providing for publication and effective date. 

Motion to open the public hearing. 

Moved : Cm. Perez 
Second: Cm. Castaneda 
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

Keith Selman from the Planning Staff made the presentation in 
absence of Marina Sukup, Planning Director. 

There was no public input. 

Motion to close the public hearing; concur with P&Z's 
recommendation; and introduce the ordinance. 

Moved : Cm. Perez 
Second: Cm. Castaneda 
For: 7 Against: 0 

Ordinance Introduction: City Council 

Abstain: 0 

10. Public hearing on an ordinance amending Attachment "B", 
Service Plan, of City Ordinance No. 93-0-100, (annexation of 
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31.79 acres known as the Ramos I Tract, located in Porcion 
28, Abstract 241, Eugenio Martinez Heirs, original grantee) , 
to provide for a 50% credit for park improvements in lieu of 
dedication; and that an ordinance be introduced. 

INTRODUCTION OF AN ORDINANCE 
Amending attachment "B", service plan, of City Ordinance No. 
93-0-100, annexation of 31.79 acres known as the Ramos I 
Tract, to provide for a 50% credit for park improvements in 
lieu of dedication; providing for publication and effective 
date. 

Motion to open the public hearing. 

Moved : Cm. Perez 
Second: Cm. Bruni 
For: 7 

There was no public input. 

Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

Motion to close the public hearing; concur with P&Z's 
recommendation; and introduce the ordinance. 

Moved : Cm. Perez 
Second: Cm. Bruni 
For: 7 Against: 0 

Ordinance Introduction: City Council 

Abstain: 0 

11. Public hearing on an ordinance amending the Zoning Ordinance 
(Map) of the City of Laredo by rezoning 1.7193 acres out of 
Porcion 25, Abstract SO, Juan F. Garcia Survey, as further 
described by metes and bounds on attached Exhibit "A", 
located on Del Mar Boulevard, south of Country Club Drive, 
from R-2 (Multi-Family Residential District) to B-3 
(Community Business District) ; and that an ordinance be 
introduced. 

INTRODUCTION OF AN ORDINANCE 
Amend�ng the zoning ordinance (Map) of the City of Laredo by 
rezoning 1.7193 acres out of Porcion 25, Abstract SO, Juan F. 
Garcia survey as further described by metes and bounds, 
located on Del Mar Blvd., South of Country Club Drive, from 
R-2 (Multi-Family Residential District) to B-3 (Community 
Business District) ; providing for publication and effective 
date. 

Motion to open the public hearing. 

Moved : Cm. Bruni 
Second: Cm. Cardenas 
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

Mr. Hector Perez, a resident in the Plantation Area, stated 
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IX. 

that he is opposed to the commercial zone change. 

Mr. Adan Gonzalez, a local attorney, asked council to reject 
the approval and reject the application for the zone change. 

David Romanos, property owner across from Del Mar Blvd., 
spoke against the zone change request. 

Marisa Garza from the Del Mar area stated that she was 
opposed to changing the area from a residential zone to a 
commercial zone. 

Mr. Agusto Pena, representing the developer, asked that this 
item be tabled at this time. 

Motion to table the item. 

Moved : Cw. Moreno 
Second: Cm. Castaneda 
For: 3 
Cw. Moreno 
Cm. Castaneda 
Cm. Cardenas 

Against: 4 
Cm. Perez 
Cm. Bruni 
Cm. Casso 
Cm. Guerra 

Abstain: 0 

Motion to override the recommendation of the Planning and 
Zoning Commission and deny the zone change request. 

Moved . Cm Bruni . 

Second: Cm. Guerra 
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 

ADJOURNMENT 

Motion to adjourn. Time: 6: 10 p.m. 

Moved . Cm. Guerra . 

Second: Cm. Cardenas 
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE ABOVE MINUTES CONTAINED IN PAGES 01 TO 07 
ARE TRUE, COMPLETE AND CORRECT PROCEDDINGS OF THE CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
HELD ON THE 22ND DAY OF APRIL, 1996. A CERTIFIED COPY IS ON FILE AT 
THE CITY SECRETARY'S OFFICE. 

MINUTES PREPARED BY: Delia Rodriguez, Deputy City Secretary II 

MINUTES APPROVED ON: 
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APRIL 15, 1996 

XIV. ADJOURNMENT 

Motion to adjourn. 

Moved : Cm. G. Perez 
Second: Cm. Castaneda 
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

Adjournment time: 8: 05 p. m. 

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE ABOVE MINUTES CONTAINED 
ARE TRUE, COMPLETE AND CORRECT PROCEEDINGS OF 
MEETING HELD ON THE 15TH DAY OF APRIL, 6. 
FILE AT THE CITY SECRETARY'S OFFICE. 

IN PAGES 01 TO 29 
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL 

TIFIED COPY IS ON 

GU TAVO GUEVARA, 
CITY SECRETARY 

MINUTES PREPARED BY: Delia Rodriguez, Deputy City Secretary II 

MINUTES APPROVED ON: 

CORRECTIONS: 
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