
CITY OF LAREDO 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
1110 HOUSTON STREET 

LAREDO, TEXAS 
5:30 P.M. 

MINUTES 

M96-R-30 SEPTEMBER 16, 1996 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

With a quorum present Mayor Saul N. Ramirez, Jr. called the 
meeting to order. 

II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Mayor Saul N. Ramirez, Jr. led in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

III. ROLL CALL 
IN ATTENDANCE: 
SAUL N. RAMIREZ, JR. , MAYOR 
JOSE R. PEREZ, COUNCILMEMBER, DISTRICT I 
LOUIS H. BRUNI, 11 

, DISTRICT II 
ELISEO VALDEZ, JR., 11 

, DISTRICT V 
JOE A. GUERRA, 11 

, DISTRICT VI 
MARIO GEORGE ALVARADO, 11 

, DISTRICT VII 
CONSUELO 11 CHELO 11 MONTALVO, " , DISTRICT VIII 
GUSTAVO GUEVARA, JR., CITY SECRETARY 
FLORENCIO PENA, III, INTERIM CITY MANAGER 
FAUSTO SOSA, CITY ATTORNEY 

Motion to excuse Mayor Protem Casso and Cw. Moreno who were both 
out of town. 

Moved : Cw. Montalvo 
Second: Cm. Guerra 
For: 6 

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Against: 0 

2. City Council Meeting of September 3, 1996 

Motion to approve. 

Moved : Cm. Perez 
Second: Cm. Guerra 
For: 6 Against: 0 

Abstain: 0 

Abstain: 0 
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V. INTRODUCTORY ORDINANCES 

3. Authorizing the City Manager to execute a lease with Gateway 
Community Health Center, Inc., a nonprofit corporation, for 
approximately 115,204 square feet of land located on the 
southern one-half portion of block no. 22 at the Laredo 
International Airport for the purpose of constructing and 
operating a medial center; 

1. Lease term is for forty (40) years commencing October 1, 
1996 and ending September 30, 2036; 

2. Monthly rent shall be $2,784.09 and will be adjusted 
annually according to changes in the consumer price index 
and further adjusted by appraised fair market value on the 
10th, 20th, and 30th anniversaries; providing for effective 
date. 

Ordinance Introduction: City Council 

4. Authorizing the Interim City Manager execute a lease with 
Alzafar Shrine Temple for approximately 4.95 acre of land 
located on Block No. 1 at the Laredo International Airport. 
Lease term is for two days commencing September 27, 1996 and 
ending September 28, 1996. Daily rent shall be $600.00. 

Ordinance Introduction: City Council 

VI. FINAL READINGS 

Motion to waive final reading of ordinance #96-0-152, #96-0-154, 
#96-0-155, #96-0-153, #96-0-156, and #96-0-157. 

Moved : Cm. Perez 
Second: Cm. Bruni 
For: 6 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

5. 96-0-152 Authorizing the City Manager to execute a lease 
with the City of Laredo Police Department for 
approximately 2,650 square feet constituting suites 
#5 and #6 of building #134 located at 4603 Maher 
Avenue at the Laredo International Airport to be 
used as office space for the Drug Enforcement 
Agency"s (DEA) Narcotics Task Force; 

1. Lease term is for one (1) year commencing August 
1, 1996, and ending July 31, 1997, and be 
extended for two (2) terms of one (1) year each 
ending July 31, 1998 and July 31, 1999; 

2. Monthly rent shall be $3,000.00 and will be 
adjusted annually during the primary and 
extension terms of this lease according to 
changes in the consumer price index; providing 
for effective date. (Unanimous City Council) 
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Motion to approve Ordinance #96-0-152. 

Moved : Cm. Perez 
Second: Cm. Valdez 
For: 6 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

6. 96-0-154 Authorizing the City Manager to execute a lease 
with Arturo Fernandez for approximately 8,580 
square feet constituting building #55 located at 
4818 Thomas Avenue at the Laredo International 
Airport for the purpose of office space, storage, 
sales, service, and air cargo or related uses; 

1. Lease term is for twenty (20) years commencing 
September 1, 1996 and ending August 31, 2016; 

2. Monthly rent shall be $1,290.00 and will be 
adjusted annually according to changes in the 
consumer price index and further adjusted by 
appraisal on the tenth anniversary; providing 
for effective date. (Unanimous City Council) 

Motion to approve Ordinance #96-0-154. 

Moved : Cm. Perez 
Second: Cm. Valdez 
For: 6 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

7. 96-0-155 Adopting the Annual Budget for Fiscal Year 1996-
1997, appropriating the estimated revenues and 
balances reported therein for the year beginning 
October 1, 1996 and ending September 30, 1997, 
consistent with the financial plan described in 
said Annual Budget; and authorizing the City 
Manager to implement said Annual Budget. (As 
Amended) (Unanimous City Council) 

Motion to allocate $25,000 out of the fund balance 
for the next two years ($12,500 from this year and 
$12,500 for the following year) for services in 
Austin for legislative agendas, as well as for 
working with different departments, in order for 
the city to have representation in Austin. 

Moved : Cm. Guerra 
Second: Cw. Montalvo 
For: 8 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

Motion to direct staff to develop a program to 
get designated as the Tree City USA, and come back 
with a budget for this project, but if funds are 
not available, that they solicit proposals and then 
come back with a recommendation to council • 

. 3 
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Moved : Cm. Guerra 
Second: Cw. Montalvo 
For: 6 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

Motion to fund the refurbishing of roofs for the 
two south buildings at the Mercado in the amount of 
$19,000 for fiscal year 1996-1997. 

Moved : Cw. Montalvo 
Second: Cm. Alvarado 
For: 6 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

Motion to approve a 5% salary raise increase to the 
Municipal Court Judge. 

Moved : Cw. Montalvo 
Second: Cm. Guerra 
For: 6 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

Motion to fund the Border Nutrition Area - Elderly 
Feeding Program in the amount of $10,000 subject to 
being matched by the Commissioners Court and to 
bring back to council for consideration at the next 
regular meeting as budget amendments the funding 
of: 

Lulac Council #7 
SER, Child Care Services 

- $ 2,500 
10,547 

8,748 
2,250 

SER, Computer Skills Training -
SER, Adult Education Program 

Moved : Cm. Perez 
Second: Cm. Bruni 
For: 6 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

Motion to approve Ordinance #96-0-155 as amended. 

Moved : Cm. Perez 
Second: Cm. Valdez 
For: 6 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

Mr. Pefia clarified that basically this is an 
adopted budget, but to further explain these 
amendments to bring back what this amendments have 
done at the next city council. 

Mayor Ramirez stated it's correct, with all the 
requests made as well as with all the 
recommendations they took action on during the 
budget workshops. 

Mayor Ramirez stated for the record that we have 
adopted our budget, there was some discussion as to 
deleting some items that were reported through our 
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local media, and the record will reflect that those 
items were adopted as presented. 

8. 96-0-153 Providing for the levy and the collection of 
general and special Ad Valorem and alcoholic 
beverage taxes for the City of Laredo for the tax 
year 1996 and the Fiscal Year 1996-1997. 
(Unanimous City Council) 

Motion to approve Ordinance #96-0-153. 

Moved : Cm. Perez 
Second: Cm. Valdez 
For: 6 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

9. 96-0-156 Amending chapter 14 (garbage, trash & refuse) of 
the code of ordinances, specifically to amend 
section 14-4.l (c) to increase the Federal and State 
mandates residential and commercial charges from 
$4.25 to $5.00 and to establish the $0.75 increase 
as a set aside for compliance with the National 
Pollutants Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) 
mandates. (Majority City Council) 

Motion to approve Ordinance #96-0-156. 

Moved : Cm. Perez 
Second: Cm. Valdez 
For: 6 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

10. 96-0-157 Amending the contract with the Texas Department of 
Health and budget in the amount of $190,332 for the 
Tuberculosis Elimination Program of the City of 
Laredo Health Department for the period beginning 
September 1, 1996, through August 31, 1997. 
(Majority City Council) 

VII. RESOLUTIONS 

Motion to approve Ordinance #96-0-157. 

Moved : Cm. Perez 
Second: Cm. Valdez 
For: 6 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

11. 96-R-119 Reappointing the nominees of the Mayor Saul N. 
Ramirez, Jr., to the Historic District/Landmark 
Board. 

Motion reappointing the nominees of Mayor Saul N. 
Ramirez, Jr. to the Historic District/Landmark 
Board as follows: 
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Position 5 
Position 6 
Position 7 
Position 8 
Position 9 

Sharyn Jordan 
Dr. Stanley Green 
John Keck 
Bonnie Ramirez Lepovitz 
Elizabeth J. Gill 

Moved : Cm. Guerra 
Second: Cm. Perez 
For: 6 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

12. 96-R-120 Authorizing the Interim Manager of the City of 
Laredo to submit a grant application (reimbursement 
program) to the Certified Local Government (CLG) 
Program, Texas Historical Commission in the amount 
of $3,500; and authorizing the Interim City Manager 
to execute the necessary documents. 

Motion authorizing the Interim City Manager of the 
City of Laredo to submit a grant application 
(reimbursement program) to the Certified Local 
Government (CLG) Program, Texas Historical 
Commission in the amount of $3,500; and authorizing 
the Interim City Manager to execute the necessary 
documents. 

Moved : Cm. Perez 
Second: Cm. Guerra 
For: 6 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

13. 96-R-121 Appointing Santiago Juarez and re-appointing Bobby 
Chapa to the Transportation and Traffic Safety 
Advisory Committee to serve as the representatives 
of District VIII and District V respectively. 

Motion appointing Santiago Juarez and re-appointing 
Bobby Chapa to the Transportation and Traffic 
Safety Advisory Committee to serve as the 
representatives of District VIII and District V 
respectively. 

Moved : Cm. Guerra 
Second: Cw. Montalvo 
For: 6 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

14. 96-R-122 Authorizing the Interim City Manager to accept a 
grant from the Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA) Military Airport Program (MAP) in the amount 
of $5,000,000.00 for the construction of the new 
Airport Passenger Terminal and acknowledging the 
sum of $500,000.00 as the City's local match 
amount. 

Motion authorizing the Interim City Manager to 
accept a grant from the Federal Aviation 
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Administration (FAA) Military Airport Program (MAP) 
in the amount of $5,000.00 for the construction of 
the new Airport Passenger Terminal and 
acknowledging the sum of $500,000.00 as the City's 
local match amount. 

Moved : Cm. Bruni 
Second: Cm. Alvarado 
For: 6 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

15. 96-R-123 Accepting the donation of nine parcels of land as 
dedications of right-of-way for the widening of 
Hilltop Road along the north right-of-way line of 
Hilltop Road from IH 35 to Wagner Court. Said 
parcels being Parcel 1, Parcel 2, Parcel 3, Parcel 
4, Parcel 5, Parcel 6, Parcel 7, Parcel 8 and 
Parcel 9; and described in the attached Resolution. 
This acceptance is contingent upon a commitment 
from the City of Laredo to provide for the 
following: 

1. Install a five-foot chain link property fence; 
2. Waive all paving assessment fees; and 
3. Commence the platting cycle once each 

property owner provides the required engineering 
exhibit and application forms. Individual 
property owner will bear the cost of sanitary 
sewer service installation. The plat, when 
executed by each individual property owner, will 
specify within the certification that they will 
each agree to reimburse the City of Laredo for 
their share of the costs necessary to extend 
sanitary sewer services to their properties. 
Individual owners will reimburse the City when 
service line connections are made. 

Motion accepting the donation of nine parcels of 
land as dedications of right-of-way for the 
widening of Hilltop Road along the north right-of­
way line of Hilltop Road from IH 35 to Wagner 
Court. Said parcels being Parcel 1, Parcel 2, 
Parcel 3, and Parcel 4, Parcel 5, Parcel 6, Parcel 
7, Parcel 8, and Parcel 9. 

Moved : Cm. Guerra 
Second: Cm. Alvarado 
For: 6 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

16. 96-R-124 Approval of a contract with the Texas Natural 
Resource and Conservation Commission (TNRCC) and 
budget in the amount of $25,000 for operation of a 
continuous air monitoring station (CAMS) by the 
City of Laredo Health Department for the period 
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beginning September 1, 1996, through August 31, 
1997. 

Motion approving contract with the Texas Natural 
Resource and Conservation Commission (TNRCC) and 
budget in the amount of $25, 000 for operation of 
a continuous air monitoring station (CAMS) by the 
City of Laredo Health Department for the period 
beginning September 1, 1996, through August 31, 
1997. 

Moved : Cm. Perez 
Second: Cm. Guerra 
For: 6 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

17. 96-R-125 Accepting a grant from the Texas Department of 
Health in the amount of $1, 262, 150 to operate the 
Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) Program and 
approximately $8, 400, 000, in federal food vouchers 
to distribute, by the City of Laredo Health 
Department for the period beginning October 1, 
1996, through September 30, 1997. 

Motion accepting a grant from the Texas Department 
of Health in the amount of $1, 262, 150 to operate 
the Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) Program and 
approximately $8, 400, 000, in federal food vouchers 
to distribute, by the City of Laredo Health 
Department for the period beginning October 1, 1996 
through September 30, 1997. 

Moved : Cm. Guerra 
Second: Cm. Alvarado 
For: 6 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

18. 96-R-126 Authorizing the Interim City Manager to accept a 
grant from the Texas Department of Health in the 
amount of $2, 034 in financial assistance and 
$397, 646 in direct assistance, for the Immunization 
Program of the City of Laredo Health Department for 
the period beginning September 1, 1996, through 
August 31, 1997. 

Motion authorizing the Interim City Manager to 
accept a grant from the Texas Department of Health 
in the amount of $2, 034 in financial assistance and 
$397, 646 in direct assistance, for the Immunization 
Program of the City of Laredo Health Department for 
the period beginning September 1, 1996, through 
August 31, 1997. 

8 
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Moved : Cm. Perez 
Second: Cm. Bruni 
For: 6 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

19. 96-R-127 Request approval for implementation of a Worker's 
Compensation Joint Insurance Self-Retention Program 
administered through the TML Intergovernmental Risk 
Pool. 

VIII. MOTIONS 

Mr. Jesus Nava, Assistant City Manager, made the 
presentation before the council and Mr. Gilbert 
Sanchez, Risk Manager explained the protection plan 
under TML. 

Motion to request approval for implementation of a 
Worker's Compensation Joint Insurance Self­
Retention Program administered through the TML 
Intergovernmental Risk Pool. 

Moved : Cm. Guerra 
Second: Cm. Valdez 
For: 6 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

20. Approval of bid specifications and authorization to advertise 
for bids for an annual supply contract for the purchase of 
diesel and unleaded fuel for all city vehicles. Bid pricing 
will be requested for transport and bobtail loads of diesel 
and unleaded fuel. Bids are scheduled to be opened on 
October 11, 1996, with a tentative bid award on October 21, 
1996. 

Motion to approve bid specifications and authorization to 
advertise for bids for an annual supply contract for the 
purchase of diesel and unleaded fuel for all city vehicles. 

Moved : Cm. Guerra 
Second: Cm. Perez 
For: 6 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

21. Approval of bid specifications and authorization to advertise 
for bids for an annual contract for providing janitorial 
supplies for all city departments. Bids are scheduled to be 
opened on October 10, 1996, with a tentative bid award on 
October 21, 1996. 

Motion to approve bid specifications and authorization to 
advertise for bids for an annual contract for providing 
janitorial supplies for all city departments. 

9 
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Moved : Cm. Guerra 
Second: Cm. Perez 
For: 6 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

22. Award of contract to the LOW BIDDER, Commercial Video Systems 
Inc., Austin, Texas, in the amount of $13,176.47, for the 
purchase of one (1) replacement character generator for the 
Public Access Division. This equipment is used to 
superimpose text and images on screen. Funds are available 
for this purchase in the Public Access capital outlay budget. 

Motion to award contract to Commercial Video Systems Inc., 
in the amount of $13,176.47, for the purchase of one (1) 
replacement character generator for the Public Access 
Division. 

Moved : Cm. Guerra 
Second: Cm. Perez 
For: 6 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

23. Award of contract to the LOW BIDDER, Priority One Service 
Co., San Antonio, Texas, in the amount of $11,800.00, for the 
purchase of five (5) ground pounders for use by the Utilities 
Department-Water Distribution Division. Funds are available 
for this purchase in the 1995 contractual obligations bond 
issue proceeds. 

Motion to award contract to the low bidder, Priority One 
Service Co., in the amount of $11,800.00, for the purchase of 
five (5) ground pounders for use by the Utilities Department­
Water Distribution Division. 

Moved : Cm. Perez 
Second: Cm. Bruni 
For: 6 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

24. Approval of change order no. 5, a decrease of $148,093.00, 
acceptance of the Bond Street Paving Assessment Project 53 
(54.5 Blocks) and approval of final payment in the amount of 
$157,103.19 to Pete Gallegos Paving, Inc., Laredo, Texas. 
Final contract amount is $1,918,102.80. Funding is available 
in the Street Fund-Improvements other than building. 

Motion to approve change order no. 5, a decrease of $148,093, 
acceptance of the Bond Street Paving Assessment Project 53 
(54.5 Blocks) and approval of final payment in the amount of 
$157,103.19 to Pete Gallegos Paving, Inc., Laredo, Texas. 

Moved : Cm. Perez 
Second: Cm. Bruni 
For: 6 

10 
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25. Approval of change order no. 7, an increase of $112.50, 
acceptance of the Bond Street Assessment Paving Project 54. 
(40.5 Blocks) and approval of final payment in the amount of 
$95,592.64 to Pete Gallegos Paving, Inc., Laredo, Texas. 
Final contract amount is $1,021,638.14. Funding is available 
in Capital Outlay Improvements Other Than Buildings, Project 
#54. 

Motion to approve change order no. 7, an increase of $112.50, 
acceptance of the Bond Street Assessment Paving Project 54 
(40.5 Blocks) and approval of final payment in the amount of 
$95,592.64 to Pete Gallegos Paving, Inc., Laredo, Texas. 

Moved : Cm. Perez 
Second: Cm. Bruni 
For: 6 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

26. Authorization to advertise for Request for Proposals (RFP's) 
from area engineers to design and prepare construction plans 
for the construction of sidewalks for seven (7) schools 
located within the Laredo Independent School District (LISD) . 
Funding is available in the Community Development Block Grant 
Fund and the Capital Improvements Fund. 

Motion to amend to include the remaining (5) blocks on the 
eastern and western sections of Ejido by Zachry Elementary 
School in the plans and bid specification, and that as we go 
out for bids, we get a cost estimate and bring back to 
council as well as take it to LISD for funding of half of the 
construction. 

Moved : Cm. Perez 
Second: Cm. Bruni 
For: 6 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

Motion authorizing to advertise for Request for Proposals 
(RFP's) from area engineers to design and prepare 
construction plans for the construction of sidewalks for 
seven (7) schools located within the Laredo Independent 
School District (LISD) as amended. 

Moved : Cm. Perez 
Second: Cm. Bruni 
For: 6 Against: 0 Against: 0 

27. Approval of construction plans and authorization to advertise 
for bids for the Roof Repairs at the El Mercado Buildings 
with tentative award on October 21, 1996. Funding is 
available in Mercado Reserve Appropriation. 

Motion to approve construction plans and authorization to 
advertise for bids for the roof repairs at the El Mercado 
Buildings with tentative award on October 21, 1996. 

11 
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Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

28. Approval of construction plans and authorization to proceed 
with the Remodeling of the Administration Building at the 
Gateway to the Americas Bridge (International Bridge No. 1) 
by the Department of Public Works at a cost of approximately 
$50,000.00. Funding is available in Bridge System - Bridge 
Improvements. 

Motion to approve construction plans and authorization to 
proceed with the remodeling of the Administration Building at 
the Gateway to the Americas Bridge (International Bridge No. 
1) by the Department of Public Works at a cost of 
approximately $50,000.00. 

Moved : Cm. Perez 
Second: Cm. Bruni 
For: 6 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

29. Approval of construction plans for Street Improvements 
Project 59 (45 Blocks) and authorization to advertise for 
bids with tentative award of contract on October 21, 1996. 
Funding is available in Capital Outlay Paving Project 59. 

Motion to approve construction plans for Street Improvements 
Project 59 (45 Blocks) and authorization to advertise for 
bids with tentative award of contract on October 21, 1996. 

Moved : Cm. Perez 
Second: Cm. Bruni 
For: 6 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

30. Approval of amendment no. 1, an increase of $3,411.00 to the 
engineering contract with Foster Engineering Company, Laredo, 
Texas for additional drainage design work to alleviate 
flooding on Del Mar Boulevard (Springfield to IH-35) in 
conjunction with the widening of Del Mar Boulevard between 
Springfield Avenue and McPherson Road; and authorize Interim 
City Manager to advertise the project for bids with tentative 
award of contract on October 21, 1996. Engineering contract 
to-date is $84,911.00. Funding is available in the Capital 
Improvements Funds. 

Motion to approve amendment no. 1, an increase of $3,411.00 
to the engineering contract with Foster Engineering Company, 
for additional drainage design work to alleviate flooding on 
Del Mar Boulevard (Springfield to IH-35) in conjunction with 
the widening of Del Mar Boulevard between Springfield Avenue 
and McPherson Road; and authorize Interim City Manager to 
advertise the project for bids. 

12 
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Moved : Cm. Perez 
Second: Cm. Bruni 
For: 5 Against: 0 Abstain: 1 

Cm. Guerra 

31. Approval to solicit bids for a two year toll maintenance 
system contract for our three international bridges which 
will provide the labor support services to perform corrective 
action, install replacement equipment, manage city owned 
spare parts, assist with software upgrades and assist city 
staff with system related questions. 

Motion to approve to solicit bids for a two year toll mainte­
nance system contract for our three international bridges 
which will provide a labor support services to perform 
corrective action, install replacement equipment manage city 
owned spare parts, assist with software upgrade and assist 
city staff with system related questions. 

Moved : Cm. Perez 
Second: Cm. Bruni 
For: 6 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

32. Casting the City of Laredo's votes for the Texas Municipal 
League (TML) Group Benefits Risk Pool Board of Trustees 
Elections and the TML Intergovernmental Risk Pool Board of 
Trustees Election. 

a) TML Group Benefits Pool Board candidate is Councilwoman 
Cecilia May Moreno. 

b) TML Intergovernmental Risk Pool Board, Place 2 
candidate is Mayor Saul N. Ramirez, Jr., City Council can 
also cast votes for candidates in Place 1, 3, and 4.  

Motion casting the City of Laredo's votes for the Texas 
Municipal League (TML) Group Benefits Pool Board of Trustees 
Elections for Cw. Moreno and the TML Intergovernmental Risk 
Pool Board of Trustees Election for Mayor Saul N. Ramirez, 
Jr. 

Moved : Cm. Perez 
Second: Cm. Bruni 
For: 6 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

33. Approval of change order no. 3 to the International Bridge 
No. 1 Modifications to Toll Plaza and Related Improvements 
Project construction contract with Cantu Electric, Inc., 
Laredo, Texas, for an increase of $7,003.50 for additional 
work in removal and disposal of a section of existing 
concrete barrier, additional guard rail with gate; and 
installation of steel plates at Bridge No. 1 on abutment end 
and at Bridge on abandoned treadles. Current construction 
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contract is $235,033. 50. Funding is available in the Bridge 
System- Toll Plaza Improvements. 

Motion to approve change order no. 3 to the International 
Bridge No. 1 modifications to Toll Plaza and Related 
Improvements Project construction contract with Cantu 
Electric, Inc. , for an increase of $7,003. 50 for additional 
work in removal and disposal of a section of existing 
concrete barrier, additional guard rail with gate; and 
installation of steel plates at Bridge No. 1 on abutment end 
and at Bridge on abandoned treadles. 

Moved : Cm. Perez 
Second: Cm. Bruni 
For: 6 

IX. CITY MANAGER'S REPORT 

Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

34. Presentation by Chairperson Maria Eugenia Guerra concerning 
the recommendations of the Citizen's Haz-Mat Advisory 
Committee for amendments to Chapter 15 Article IV of the 
Laredo Code of Ordinances relating to the storage, 
transportation, and handling of hazardous materials. 

Miss Maria Eugenia Guerra stated that the committee had 
several initial recommendations to the council as follows: 

1) The establishment of an Environmental Services Department, 
which they hope they will hire someone to spear head that 
division, someone who is knowledgeable in the handling of 
hazardous materials. 

2) They recommend that other environmental entities in the 
city come under the auspices of the environmental services 
department which would do away with overlapping in 
existing services. 

3) A finished recommendation report will be delivered to 
council next month and will include staffing 
recommendations plus a suggestion that revenues from 
permitting and fines fund the greatest part of the new 
department. 

The second component is the adoption of an ordinance that has 
environmental teeth in it. They want it to be enforced with 
vigilance and that businesses that don't comply or break the 
law repeatedly be fined. That ordinance will contain 
procedures and requirements for permitting warehouses to 
handle hazardous materials, it also includes an educational 
component for warehouse personnel. They will ask that the 
ordinance fine prosecutors in a District Court, they will be 
asking Senator Zaffirini and the Representative Henry Cuellar 
for direction. 

14 
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They are asking for a law that permits citation of the owners 
of commercial vehicles for violation of motor safety laws 
relating to equipment, insurance, financial responsibility, 
for failure to meet federal and state requirements for 
handling, labeling of hazardous materials. A secondary up 
for amendment statute is for assuring fines and 
administrative fees among local agencies that participate in 
task force for haz-mat. 

The third area has to do with an amendment of the local 
government code to make clear the authority of the city to 
enforce ordinances which affect the drinking water supply 
outside the corporate city limits. The committee has 
declined to support raising the permitting fee to $750.00 and 
think it can stay at $500.00. 

Motion that council go on record acknowledging and accepting 
the recommendations of the Haz-Mat Advisory Committee, and as 
recommendations that they will proceed in implementing. 

Moved : Cm. Bruni 
Second: Cm. Guerra 
For: 6 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

35. Authorizing the Interim City Manager to submit an application 
to the Federal Aviation Administration to use the Passenger 
Facility Charge (PFC) revenue being collected from passengers 
enplaning at the Laredo International Airport. 

Motion authorizing the Interim City Manager to submit an 
application to the Federal Aviation Administration to use the 
Passenger Facility Charge (PFC) revenue being collected from 
passengers enplaning at the Laredo International Airport. 

Moved : Cm. Perez 
Second: Cw. Montalvo 
For: 6 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

36. Authorizing the City Manager to enter into a one year 
contract with the Federal Aviation Administration for air 
traffic control services at the Laredo International Airport 
for the period of October 1, 1996 thru September 30, 1997. 
Under the proposed contract the Federal Aviation 
Administration will reimburse the Airport Fund $227,547.00 
during this period. 

Motion authorizing the City Manager to enter into a one year 
contract with the Federal Aviation Administration for air 
traffic control services at the Laredo International Airport 
for the period of October 1, 1996 thru September 30, 1997. 

Moved : Cm. Alvarado 
Second: Cm. Guerra 
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For: 6 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

37. Leopoldo Flores enter into an agreement through a Letter of 
Understanding, attached as Exhibit "A", whereby Mr. Flores 
agrees to donate to the City of Laredo a 95 foot strip of 
land, an extension of the present 95 foot right-of-way of 
International Boulevard at Meadowlands Subdivision, which 
extends southeasterly approximately 271 feet across and to 
the west boundary line of the Leopoldo Flores property being 
a 8. 5 acre Tract 22-4B, recorded in volume 585, pages 303-
304, in the Webb County Deed Records. In exchange for the 
donation of trash and debris on Mr. Flores' property. The 
clean-up work to be done by the City is estimated to cost 
approximately $3, 000. The estimated value of the land to be 
donated is $20, 000. 

Motion accepting the conveyance of right-of-way and accepting 
that Leopoldo Flores enter into an agreement through a Letter 
of Understanding, attached as Exhibit "A", whereby Mr. 
Flores agrees to donate to the City of Laredo a 95 foot strip 
of land, an extension of the present 95 foot right-of-way of 
International Boulevard at Meadowlands Subdivision, which 
extends southeasterly approximately 271 feet across and to 
the west boundary line of the Leopoldo Flores property being 
a 8. 5 acre Tract 22-4B, recorded in volume 585, pages 303-
304, in the Webb County Deed Records. In exchange for the 
donation of trash and debris on Mr. Flores' property. The 
clean-up work to be done by the City is estimated to cost 
approximately $3, 000. 00. The estimated value of the land to 
be donated is $20. 000. 

Moved : Cm. Guerra 
Second: Cm. Valdez 
For: 6 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

38. Authorizing the Interim City Manager to enter into a contract 
with the providers listed below to provide professional 
health care services to clients of the City of Laredo Health 
Department for the period beginning September 1, 1996, 
through August 31, 1997. 

PROGRAM 

DHEP 

TB ELIM 
MCH 

IMMUNI 
HIV/HHS 

PROVIDER NAME TOTAL AMOUNT 

HEB Pharmacies 45, 000 
Rodriguez Phar. 15, 000 
Dr. 1. Mendoza 25, 000 
Dr. v. Trevino 30, 000 
Dr. o. Benavides 25, 000 
Ldo. OB/GYN Assoc. 20, 000 
Mercy Reg. Med. Hosp. 50, 000 
Columbia Docs. Hosp. 12, 000 
Leticia Escobedo, RN 30, 000 
Zoila Meza, LVN 9, 000 
Home Care of Texas 30, 000 
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DATE GRANT/TERM 

8-26-96 thru 8-31-97 
8-26-96 thru 8-31-97 
9-16-96 thru 8-31-97 
8-26-96 thru 8-31-97 
8-26-96 thru 8-31-97 
8-26-96 thru 8-31-97 
8-26-96 thru 8-31-97 
8-26-96 thru 8-31-97 
8-26-96 thru 8-31-97 
4-15-96 thru 8-31-97 
8-26-96 thru 8-31-97 
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J&A Pharmacy 22,875 8-26-96 thru 8-31-97 
Dr. Maurice Click 20,000 8-26-96 thru 8-31-97 
Zoila Meza, LVN 5,000 8-26-96 thru 8-31-97 

BCCCP Mercy Reg. Med. Center 41,500 8-26-96 thru 6-30-97 
ORP Dr. Louis F. Mendoza 12,720 8-19-96 thru 8-31-97 

Motion authorizing the Interim City Manager to enter into a 
contract with the providers listed above to provide 
professional health care services to clients of the City of 
Laredo Health Department for the period beginning September 
1, 1996, through August 31, 1997. 

Moved : Cm. Perez 
Second: Cm. Guerra 
For: 6 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

X. COMMUNICATIONS 

None. 

XI. CITY COUNCIL DISCUSSION AND PRESENTATION 

39. Requests by Mayor and City Councilmembers for discussion and 
presentation. 

A. Requests by Mayor Saul N. Ramirez, Jr. 

1. Authorizing the City Manager to convey five (5) surplus 
City vehicles consisting of: 

a. 1990 Chev Truck 
b. 1986 Ford Truck 
c. 1986 Ford Taurus 
d. 1989 Ford LTD 
e. 1977 Chev Truck 

$3,000.00 
$1,000.00 
$ 700.00 
$2,000.00 
$1,500.00 

to our Sister City, Tahualilo, Durango, Mexico, for a 
total appraised value of $8,200.00. These vehicles were 
originally scheduled to be disposed at the city auction 
to be held on September 28, 1996. 

Motion authorizing the City Manager to convey five (5) 
surplus City vehicles to our Sister City, Tahualilo, 
Durango, Mexico for $1.00. 

Moved : Cm. Perez 
Second: Cm. Bruni 
For: 6 

17 

Against: 0 Abstain: 0 
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B. Requests by Councilman Louis H. Bruni 

1. Discussion and possible action regarding the results and 
recommendations regarding the evaluation and cost savings 
opportunities identified during recent assessments 
conducted by Professional Services Group, Inc. at the 
direction of Council. (Co-sponsored by Council Member 
Casso). 

Mr. Jerry Coffee, Regional Vice President for PSG, stated 
that they have evaluated the Utilities Department at no 
cost to the city. He presented the benefits of 
contracting for the operation, maintenance and management 
of the system. The benefits outlined were cost savings; 
reliable, high quality services with guaranteed 
performance; guaranteed compliance; lower risk; access to 
technology; and rate stabilization. They would have 
cost savings through: improved employee productivity; re­
allocation based on needs; appropriate staff reductions 
through attrition; reduced electrical and chemical costs; 
reduced maintenance costs; and implementation of proven 
management techniques. The savings would generally be 
10% of current directly related costs with a guaranteed 
minimum annual savings of $1,000,000 and a 20-50% 
possible savings on future capital projects. 

The PSG Philosophy is: no negative impact; offer 
positions to all; reduction, if any, through attribution; 
and labor relations. Their transition program will 
minimize impacts to the City and employees. They would 
provide improvement opportunities on employee issues by: 
reallocation of staff; cross-training; centralization and 
consolidation; incentives; buying power; process control; 
and maintenance management. 

Mr. Coffee concluded by saying that the selection 
considerations should be based on: cost savings and 
price; technical expertise; program management and 
operating plan; demonstrated success; experience; and 
depth of resources. 

Fernando Roman, Acting Utilities Director, spoke of his 
prospective on this type of industry, which he has 
followed for five or six years and added there is an 
industry wide discussion on this. He has talked to 
officials in other cities about what they think about 
privatization or contract operations and all of them in 
management recognized that there are some things they can 
do and some they can't do. One of the comments that were 
made was that they said they could do several things and 
they haven"t advanced much. They have also identified 
this as staff time limitation for those engineering tasks 
or analysis that could come to some savings, in some 
instances and they would have to hire consultants to give 
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optimization of this type of measures and dedicate new 
staff. He added that through the years they have 
advanced through some of the issues, brought the 
employees from no certification to having a level of 
certification, and established maintenance procedures. 

At the present his prospective came from an EPA 
conference in which they identified future trend facts 
such as capital availability and increased regulatory 
compliance as driving more and more public entities like 
ours to some type of a private partnership. In 1990 he 
realized that for a project like this several things have 
to happen such cost savings, but as a personal 
prospective he sees improved training that we can get, 
because it would be updated and efficiency based which is 
something they are looking at industry wide. He added 
that on contract operations and selling the assets 
completely there are pros and cons that need to be 
studied. His view of how this would look if we were to 
adopt it, would be that the city would retain full 
ownership of all the assets, they would retain all the 
capabilities for planning for the future, CIP water 
supply issues, water development, and anything that has 
to do with organizing the developing of growth of the 
city. They would have the control over the development 
and the control of any other city wide issues that would 
remain in the City of Laredo. What a company has to work 
with and that we would be parting with, would be that the 
employees would be utilizing city owned assets and the 
company would be responsible for the performance, not 
only of the employees but of the system in general. 

In his opinion this is to bring expertise to help us to 
get to a higher level because of more stringent 
regulations. He sees this as a resource to add to 
Laredo, not as something negative. His expectations 
would be that a company like this or any other competitor 
would take care and develop the employees, that they 
would not come in with the intention of just making money 
at the expense of Laredoans. Secondly, they would 
maintain the equipment in top condition. His last 
expectation is that they are as responsive to the public 
as to the satisfaction of the council. The idea of the 
workshop is appropriate because the issue is very 
complex. 

He does not know if sewer/water rates can be completely 
avoided, that is a subject of a ten or twelve year 
analysis. 

Motion to set up a workshop with Professional Group 
Services to have a detailed discussion on this matter at 
the convenience of the council. 
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Moved : Cm. Bruni 
Second: Cm. Guerra 
For: 6 

SEPTEMBER 16, 1996 

Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

2. Presentation by the City of Laredo Utilities Department 
on the Superior Rating given by the State of Texas 
Natural Resource Conservation Commission (TNRCC) for its 
potable water system in compliance with State and Federal 
standards established by the Safe Drinking Water Act. 

Fernando Roman, Acting Utilities Director, stated that 
drinking bottle water is a matter of preference, and 
somewhat like a food product which has to meet norms. We 
have to meet EPA and TNRCC standards. He added that we 
went from an approved rating classification to a superior 
classification three years ago, the State of Texas came 
with the superior norms responding to the differences 
that they could see between operation water supplies. 
This was based in compliance with the following: design 
standard according to the TNRCC, operator certification 
requirements, in compliance with at least two years of 
good microbiological records, in compliance with primary 
and secondary standards, operating practices of chapter 
290 of the Texas Code, and in compliance with all the 
system capacity requirements. The water industry is 
taking a risk assessment or a cost benefit analysis. 
Every time TNRCC comes to perform an annual inspection, 
they find minor items, there is always room for 
improvement, but they have never had any major 
deficiencies in the system. 

Cw. Montalvo questioned what is the Water Pollution 
Department's function? 

Mr. Roman answered that they have several functions, one 
of them has to do with inspecting grease traps at 
restaurants which would clog up sewer lines causing 
sewage backups, there is also back flow prevention. 
They also have lab technicians to monitor some of the 
elements. There are three lab analyst at the Zacate 
Plant and two at the Jefferson Water Plant. 

Cw. Montalvo asked if they can consolidate the two 
departments and have the water pollution department make 
the analysis? 

Mr. Roman stated that he will look into that and thinks 
that some functions can be consolidated. 

3. Discussion and possible action concerning Section 14-6 
"Vehicles transporting refuse to be covered, of Chapter 
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14, ''Garbage, Trash and Refuse." of the City of Laredo 
Code of Ordinances. 

Cm. Bruni wants staff to place more enforcement efforts 
on the uncovered vehicles carrying garbage, trash and 
refuse to the landfill along highway 359. 

C. Requests by Councilman Eliseo Valdez, Jr. 

1. Status report concerning the resurfacing of the streets 
in the Retama I area with possible action. 

Rogelio Rivera, City Engineer, stated that through a 
survey made 434 streets need some sort of resurfacing or 
recycling and out of those they have broken out about 14 
to 20 blocks from each district for a total of about 134 
blocks that are projected to be resurfaced this fiscal 
year and included in this list is Retama. These blocks 
will be started by the utilities and they will come back 
to them on the street conditions and let them know if 
there is no major work required on those street. He will 
adjust them and come back to council for approval. 

Cm. Valdez wants a list of the streets and the time frame 
and wants that they start with Retama first. 

D. Requests by Councilman Mario G. Alvarado 

1. Discussion and possible action concerning the 
restructuring of the Convention and Visitors Bureau 
Advisory Board. 

Cm. Alvarado stated that he would like to see a 
restructuring of the board and wants to see seats 
designated to different organizations that deal or that 
are involved with the tourism industry such as Chamber of 
Commerce, Hotel-Motel Association, the Restaurant 
Association, the Texas Information Center, the Tourist 
Bureau, and any other entities which are related to this 
industry. He feels that the board may need to be 
revamped and wants to make sure that we get a fresh new 
start, that they focus on particular issues mainly on 
promotion, and that goals be set. 

Florencio Pefia, Interim City Manager, stated one area 
that needs to be looked at, is developing various 
alternatives that show something that would increase 
board participation in budget preparation, and program 
implementation. 

Motion to instruct staff to come back with a recommend­
ation to restructure the Convention and Visitors Bureau 
Advisory Board so that there would be the kind of 
representation that Cm. Alvarado is suggesting, that 
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seats also be designated to different organizations that 
deal or that are involved with the tourism industry. 

Moved : Cm. Alvarado 
Second: Cm. Guerra 
For: 6 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

2. Presentation recognizing Ms. Adriana Reyna for her 
exceptional service to the City of Laredo/Webb County 911 
emergency communication system. 

Interim Police Chief Agustin Dovalina recognized Ms. 
Reyna as being selected the 1996 Public Safety 
Telecommunicator of the Year for her handling of a 911 
emergency call on July 22nd from a young frantic girl who 
was locked in a room along with siblings calling a break­
in into her house, Ms. Reyna was able to calm them down 
reassuring them that everything was alright and that help 
was on the way. While the officers were responding to 
the call Ms. Reyna was able take the description of the 
subjects and the vehicle they were driving, this 
information was instrumental in the capture of the 
subject that was already inside the house and the arrests 
at a later date of the subjects that were also involved 
in this crime. Most importantly, the children were not 
hurt during this situation. 

3. Presentation by Lori Dennis Executive Director of Mi 
Laredo concerning a follow-up on their literacy project. 

Ms. Lori Dennis explained the program and its success to 
the council and made a presentation of the statistics 
pointing out that the location of participants according 
to Councilmembers Districts are: 20% for Distict I, 3% 
for District II, 10% for District III, 4% for District 
IV, 3% for District V, 20% for District VI, 20% for 
District VII, and 20% for District VIII. Present with 
her were Bill Green, Vicente Garza, and Sylvia Bruni. 

E. Requests by Councilwoman Consuelo Montalvo 

1. Announcement by Gabriel Castillo of fundraiser for Azteca 
Community Plaza by Sin Fronteras Arts Project at Center 
for the Arts. 

Mr. Castillo invited the council and citizens of Laredo 
to the 6th Annual Mosaicos de Espana Dance Concert at the 
Laredo Center for the Arts on October 5th. He stated 
that their objective in producing this performance is to 
bring diversified performing arts to the community, to 
promote the Laredo Center for the Arts and to raise funds 
for the Azteca Community Plaza because this plaza is 
scheduled for completion in December '96 and were told by 
members of the organization that they were in need of 
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funds to finish the landscaping portion and they decided 
to use this opportunity to raise funds for them. 

Mr. Rafael Torres invited the public and the council and 
added that they need to raise at least $15,000. 

2. Discussion and possible action concerning the selection 
of the new City Manager for the City of Laredo with an 
Executive Session as authorized by Texas Government Code 
Section 551.074. 

Motion to go into executive session. 

Moved : Cm. Perez 
Second: Cm. Bruni 
For: 6 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

After executive session the Mayor stated that not formal 
action was taken. 

Mayor Ramirez announced that staff will proceed to 
advertise in Texas and National periodicals for the 
position of City Manager until December 15th and start 
the review by January of 1997. 

XII. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

40. Public hearing concerning an ordinance amending the contract 
with the Texas Department of Health and budget in the amount 
of $2,034 in financial assistance and $397,646 in direct 
assistance, for the Immunization Program of the City of 
Laredo Health Department for the period beginning September 
1, 1996 through August 31, 1997. 

INTRODUCTION OF AN ORDINANCE 
Amending the contract with the Texas Department of Health and 
budget in the amount of $2,034 in financial assistance and 
$397,646 in direct assistance, for Immunization Program of 
the City of Laredo Health Department for the period beginning 
September 1, 1996 through August 1, 1997; and increasing 
revenue line item no. 226-0000-323-4040 from $0 to $2,034 and 
increasing expenditure line item no. 226-6050 from $0 to 
$2,034. 

Motion to open the public hearing. 

Moved : Cm. Perez 
Second: Cm. Bruni 
For: 6 

There was no public input. 
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Motion to close the public hearing and introduce the 
ordinance. 

Moved : Cm. Perez 
Second: Cm. Bruni 
For: 6 Against: 0 

Ordinance Introduction: City Council 

Abstain: 0 

41. Public hearing concerning an ordinance to approve a contract 
with the Texas Natural Resource and Convention (TNRCC) and 
budget in the amount of $25,000 for operation of a continuous 
air monitoring station (CAMS) by the City of Laredo Health 
Department for the period beginning September 1, 1996 through 
August 31, 1997. 

INTRODUCTION OF AN ORDINANCE 

Approval of a contract with the Texas Natural Resource and 
Conservation Commission (TNRCC) and budget in the amount of 
$25,000 for a Continuous Air Monitoring Station (CAMS) to be 
operated by the City of Laredo Health Department for the 
period beginning September 1, 1996, through August 31, 1997; 
and increasing revenue line item 226-0000323-1103 from $0 to 
$25,000 and increasing expenditure line item No. 226-7211 
from $0 to $25,000. 

Motion to open the public hearing. 

Moved : Cm. Perez 
Second: Cm. Bruni 
For: 6 

There was no public input. 

Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

Motion to· close the public hearing and introduce the 
ordinance. 

Moved : Cm. Perez 
Second: Cm. Bruni 
For: 6 Against: 0 

Ordinance Introduction: City Council 

Abstain: 0 

42. Contract with the Texas Department of Health and budget in 
the amount of $1,262,150 to operate the Women, Infants, and 
Children (WIC) Program and approximately $8,400,000 in 
federal food vouchers to be distributed by the City of Laredo 
Health Department for the period beginning October 1, 1996, 
through September 30, 1997 • 
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INTRODUCTION OF AN ORDINANCE 

Amending the contract with the Texas Department of Health and 
budget in the amount of $1,262,150 to operate the Women, 
Infants, and Children (WIC) program and approximately 
$8,400,000 in federal food vouchers to distribute, by the 
City of Laredo Health Department for the period beginning 
October 1, 1996, through September 30, 1997; and increasing 
revenue line item for the WIC program 226-0000-3234037 from 
$0 to $1,262,150, and expenditure line item 226-6053 from $0 
to $1,262,150. 

Motion to open the public hearing. 

Moved : Cm. Perez 
Second: Cm. Bruni 
For: 6 

There was no public input. 

Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

Motion to close the public hearing and introduce the 
ordinance. 

Moved : Cm. Perez 
Second: Cm. Valdez 
For: 6 Against: 0 

Ordinance Introduction: City Council 

Abstain: 0 

43. Public hearing concerning an ordinance recodifying and 
amending subsection (b), "water availability", of section 31-
92, "inside city limits", of division 5, "rates and charges", 
of article II. , "sewer and sewage disposal", of chapter 31, 
"utilities", of the code of ordinances of the City of Laredo 
thereby putting the water availability provisions in the 
correct article, deleting the provisions allowing a developer 
or subdivider to transfer water rights in lieu of paying the 
water availability charges, and adding provisions which allow 
20% or less of the water availability fund balance per year 
to be used for studies and pilot programs intended to augment 
the water supply; providing for an effective date and 
publication. 

INTRODUCTION OF AN ORDINANCE 

Recodifying and amending subsection (b), "water 
availability", of section 31-92, "inside city limits", of 
division 5, "rates and charges", of article II. , "sewer and 
sewage disposal", of chapter 31, "utilities", of the code of 
ordinances of the City of Laredo thereby putting the water 
availability provisions in the correct article, deleting the 
provisions allowing a developer or subdivider to transfer 
water rights in lieu of paying the water availability 
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charges, and adding provisions which allow 20% or less of the 
water availability fund balance per year to be used for 
studies and pilot programs intended to augment the water 
supply; providing for an effective date and publication. 

Motion to open the public hearing. 

Moved : Cm. Guerra 
Second: Cm. Alvarado 
For: 6 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

Fernando Roman, Utilities Director, made the presentation. 

Fausto Sosa, stated that the way the public hearing was 
posted is correct. 

Motion to amend item #6 under Section 31-138 of the council 
information to incorporate the language as stated in our 
agenda. 

Moved : Cm. Perez 
Second: Cm. Bruni 
For: 6 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

Mr. Arthur Zuniga, member of the Citizens Advisory Committee, 
stated that the committee is studying these issues and are 
very close to making a report back to the Water Ad Hoc 
Committee and asked that council not take any action until 
they are allowed to make a report to the Water Ad Hoc 
Committee. 

Motion to close the public hearing and introduce the 
ordinance as amended. 

Moved : Cm. Bruni 
Second: Cm. Guerra 
For: 6 Against: 0 

Ordinance Introduction: City Council 

Abstain: 0 

44. Public hearing concerning an ordinance amending subsection 
(b) , "Amounts", Section 8-2 3, " Same-Fees Charged" ,  Article 
II., " Cemetery Supervisor" Chapter 8, "Cemeteries", of the 
code of ordinances of the City of Laredo thereby increasing 
and adding cemetery fees; providing severability and an 
effective date. 

INTRODUCTION OF AN ORDINANCE 

Amending subsection (b) , "Amounts", Section 8-2 3, " Same-Fees 
Charged", Article II., "Cemetery Supervisor" Chapter 8, 
" Cemeteries" ,  of the code of ordinances of the City of Laredo 
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thereby increasing and adding cemetery fees; providing 
severability and an effective date. 

Motion to open the public hearing. 

Moved : Cm. Perez 
Second: Cm. Bruni 
For: 6 

There was no public input. 

Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

Motion to close the public hearing and introduce the 
ordinance. 

Moved : Cm. Perez 
Second: Cm. Valdez 
For: 6 Against: 0 

Ordinance Introduction: City Council 

Abstain: 0 

45. Public hearing concerning an ordinance creating section 23-4, 
titled "Recreational Facility Fees", of Chapter 23, "Parks 
and Recreation", Article I., "General", of the code of 
ordinances of the City of Laredo, thereby creating and 
establishing a section providing a fee schedule to be charged 
at the recreational facilities located at 320 Wyoming, 2902 
Tilden, 1601 Farias and 2 201 Zacatecas; providing 
severability; and providing for an effective date. 

INTRODUCTION OF AN ORDINANCE 

An ordinance creating section 23-4, titled "Recreational 
Facility Fees", of Chapter 23, "Parks and Recreation", 
Article I., "General", of the code of ordinances of the City 
of Laredo, thereby creating and establishing a section 
providing a fee schedule to be charged at the recreational 
facilities located at 320 Wyoming, 2902 Tilden, 1601 Farias 
and 2 201 Zacatecas; providing severability; and providing for 
an effective date. 

Motion to open the public hearing. 

Moved : Cm. Perez 
Second: Cm. Bruni 
For: 6 

There was no public input. 

Against: 0 

Motion to delete the annual membership fees. 

Moved : Cm. Perez 
Second: Cm. Valdez 
For: 6 
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Motion to close the public hearing and introduce the 
ordinance as amended. 

Moved : Cm. Bruni 
Second: Cm. Perez 
For: 6 Against: 0 

Ordinance Introduction: City Council 

Abstain: 0 

46. Public hearing concerning an ordinance to amend the City of 
Laredo ' s  1995- 1996 Annual Budget by increasing revenues in 
the bridge funds by $832, 000 and Transfer Out to Capital 
Improvements Fund, increase Transfer in from Bridge Fund and 
appropriating expenditures for various projects in the 
Capital Improvements Fund as per motion by City Council to 
fund various drainage project. 

INTRODUCTION OF AN ORDINANCE 

Ordinance to amend the City of Laredo ' s  1995- 1996 Annual 
Budget by increasing revenues in the bridge funds by $832, 000 
and Transfer Out to Capital Improvements Fund, increase 
Transfer in from Bridge Fund and appropriating expenditures 
for various projects in the Capital Improvements Fund as per 
motion by City Council to fund various drainage project. 

Motion to open the public hearing. 

Moved : Cm. Perez 
Second: Cm. Alvarado 
For: 6 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

Conrado Hein, Finance Director, made the presentation. 

There was no public input. 

Motion to close the public hearing and introduce the 
ordinance as presented. 

Moved : Cm. Perez 
Second: Cm. Valdez 
For: 6 Against: 0 

Ordinance Introduction: City Council 

Abstain: 0 

47. Public hearing concerning an ordinance amending section 15-67 
and 15-72 of the City of Laredo Code of Ordinances to 
increase the Hazardous Materials Management permit fee from 
$500. 00 to $750. 00 per year. 

INTRODUCTION OF AN ORDINANCE 

Ordinance amending section 15-67 and 15-72 of the City of 
Laredo Code of Ordinances to increase the Hazardous Materials 
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Management permit fee from $500.00 to $750.00 per year. 

Motion to open the public hearing. 

Moved : Cm. Perez 
Second: Cm. Valdez 
For: 6 

There was no public input. 

Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

Mayor Ramirez announced that action will be delayed on this 
item and they will  not be introducing this ordinance subject 
to the report being made by the Haz-Mat Committee. 

Motion to close the public hearing subject to the report made 
by the Haz-Mat Advisory Committee. 

Moved : Cm. Bruni 
Second: Cm. Perez 
For: 6 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

XIII . MOTION TO RECESS AND CONVENE AS THE LAREDO MASS TRANSIT BOARD 

48. Casting the Laredo Mass Transit Board's votes for the Texas 
Municipal League (TML) Group Benefits Risk Pool Board of 
Trustees Elections and the TML Intergovernmental Risk Pool 
Board of Trustees Election. 

a) TML Group Benefits Pool Board candidate is Councilwoman 
Cecilia May Moreno. 

b) TML Intergovernmental Risk Pool Board, Place 2 candidate 
is Mayor Saul N. Ramirez, Jr., City Council can also cast 
votes for candidates in Place 1, 3, and 4. 

Motion casting the Laredo Mass Transit Board's votes for the 
Texas Municipal League (TML) Group Benefits Risk Pool Board 
of Trustees Elections and the TML Intergovernmental Risk Pool 
Board of Trustee Election as follows: 

a) TML Group Benefits Pool Board 
b) TML Intergovernmental Risk Pool Board 

Moved : Cm. Perez 
Second: Cm. Bruni 
For: 6 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

49. Approval of bid specifications and authorization to 
advertise for bids for an annual supply contract of the 
purchase of diesel and unleaded fuel for the Transit System 
vehicles. Bid pricing will be requested for transport loads 
of diesel and bobtail loads of unleaded fuel. Bids are 
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scheduled to be opened on October 11, 1996, with a tentative 
bid award on October 21, 1996. 

Motion to approve of bid specifications and authorization to 
advertise for bids for an annual supply contract of the 
purchase of diesel and unleaded fuel for the Transit System 
vehicles. 

Moved . Cm. Perez . 

Second: Cm. Bruni 
For: 6 Against: 0 Abstain: 

ADJOURNMENT 

Motion to adjourn. 

Moved . Cm. Perez . 

--- Second: Cm. Bruni 
For: 6 Against: 0 Abstain: 

Adjournment time: 8: 23 p.m. 

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE ABOVE MINUTES CONTAINED IN PAGES 0 1  TO 30 
ARE TRUE, COMPLETE AND CORRECT PROCEEDINGS OF THE REGULAR CITY COUNCIL 
MEETING HELD ON THE 16TH DAY OF SEPTEMBER, 1996. A CERTIFIED COPY IS 
ON FILE AT THE CITY SECRETARY'S OFFICE. 

MINUTES PREPARED BY: 

MINUTES APPROVED ON : Oc tober 7 ,  1 996  
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