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CITY OF LAREDO
CITY COUNCIL MEETING

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
1110 HOUSTON STREET
LAREDO, TEXAS
5:30 P.M.

MINUTES

M-95-R-01 JANUARY 3, 1995

CALL TO ORDER

With a quorum present, Mayor Saul N. Ramirez, Jr. called the
meeting to order.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Mayor Saul N. Ramirez, Jr. led in the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL

IN ATTENDANCE:

SAUL N. RAMIREZ, JR., MAYOR

JOSE R. PEREZ, JR., COUNCILMEMBER, DISTRICT I
LOUIS H. BRUNI, " DISTRICT II
ALFONSO I. "PONCHO" CASSO, " DISTRICT III
CECILIA MAY MORENO, " DISTRICT IV
BLAS CASTANEDA, " DISTRICT V
JOE A. GUERRA, " DISTRICT VI
JOSE GERARDO (JERRY) PEREZ, " DISTRICT VII

L B T B

FELIPE CARDENAS, " , DISTRICT VIII
GUSTAVO GUEVARA, JR., CITY SECRETARY

PETER H. VARGAS, CITY MANAGER

CARLOS VILLARREAL, ASST. CITY MANAGER

JESUS NAVA, ASST. CITY MANAGER

JERRY BRUCE CAIN, ASST. CITY ATTORNEY

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

2. City Council Meeting of December 19, 1994
Motion to approve.

Moved : Cm. Perez

Second: Cm. G. Perez
For: 8 Against: O Abstain:



M95-R-01 MINUTES JANUARY 3, 1995

V. INTRODUCTORY ORDINANCES

3.

Authorizing the City Manager to execute all necessary
documents to effectively convey title to Mercy Regional
Medical Center for that certain City property consisting of
the approximate 50.7656 acre tract of non-aeronautical use
land known as Blocks No. 21, 29, 31, 32 and 36 to include
certain street right-of-way along San Pedro Street and
Naranjo Avenue, all located at the Laredo International
Airport, City of Laredo, Webb County, Texas.

Ordinance Introduction: City Council

Authorizing the City Manager to execute a lease with the
Laredo Amateur Boxing Club for approximately 1,494 square
feet at the building known as the "Orlando & Gaby Canizales
Boxing Gym" located at 1612 Guadalupe;

l. Lease term is for two years commencing February 1, 1995,
and ending January 31, 1997, with an option of extending
for a period of two years;

2. Annual rent will be $1.00 per year; providing for
effective date.

Ordinance Introduction: City Council

Authorizing the City Manager to execute a lease with the Aero
Carga International, Inc., a Texas Corporation, for
approximately 250 square feet constituting the Suite #2 of
Building #134 located at 4603 Maher Avenue at the Laredo
International Airport;

l. Lease term is for one year commencing November 1, 1994,
and ending October 31, 1995, and may be extended for two
terms of one year each until October 31, 1997;

2. Monthly rent shall be $375.00 and will be adjusted
annually according to changes in the Consumer Price Index
(CPI); providing for effective date.

Ordinance Introduction: City Council

Authorizing the City Manager to execute a lease with the
Gerardo Javier Ramos, for approximately 240 square feet
constituting the Room #10 of Building #S-1 located at 1718
East Calton Road at the Laredo International Airport;

1. Lease term is for one year commencing December 1, 1994,
and ending November 30, 1995;
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2. Monthly rent shall be $275.00; providing for effective
date.

Ordinance Introduction: City Council

7. Authorizing the City Manager to execute Amendment No. 4 to
the Water Supply and Controlled Development Contract between
the City of Laredo and Royal Joint Venture, amending
paragraph 17, in order to specify certain capital
improvements to be made by Royal Joint Venture and conveyed
to the City of Laredo, including additional water storage and
related equipment, and increasing future water line
diameters.

Ordinance Introduction: City Council

Motion to introduce the ordinance and table this item for
further review and that it be presented to the Water Ad Hoc
Committee and bring back by to our next City Council meeting
on January l16th for council consideration.

Moved : Cm. Bruni
Second: Cm. Guerra
For: 8 Against: O Abstain: O

8. Street Improvements Project 54; declaring the necessity for
and ordering the paving and improvements of certain streets
in the City of Laredo, Texas; approving the Paving Assessment
Roll and cost estimates as prepared by the City Engineer; and
directing the City Secretary to file this Ordinance with the
County Clerk as a notice of its enactment and ordering and
setting a public hearing on the 27th day of February, 1995.

Ordinance Introduction: City Council

VI. FINAL READINGS

Motion to waive the final reading of ordinances #95-0-001,
#95-0-002, #95-0-003, #95-0-004, #95-0-005, #95-0-006,
#95-0-007, #95-0-008, #95-0-009, #95-0-010, #95-0-011,
#95-0-012, #95-0-013, #95-0-014, and #95-0-015.

Moved : Cm. Castaneda
Second: Cm. Perez
For: 8 Against: O Abstain: O

Cm. Casso stated that on items #16 and #19 there are some
matching fund grants and he would like staff to give them a five
year trend on the growing percentage of expenditures for basic
services funded from intergovernmental grant funds. Basically
what he is looking for is the increasing share of local services
that are being supported by grants, that staff to try to assess
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this trend and determine what are basic services, what can be
abolished, check the degree to which each intergovernmental
revenue is subject to fluctuation.

Cm. Casso made comments of Mexico's economy, financial crisis,
and inflation, he suggested that we be conservative in the
future the way we spend out monies and stated that he does not
want to go back to the taxpayers and increase the property

taxes.

9. 95-0-001
10. 95-0-002
11. 95-0-003

Authorizing the City Manager to execute a lease
amendment to the lease agreement entered into on
April 12, 1987, approved by Ordinance No. 87-0-49,
and as amended by Ordinance No. 87-0-96, between
the City of Laredo and Francisco Jose Velasquez
D/B/A City Trucking & Storage Company, in order to
add Article IX, entitled Option to Purchase
Lessee's Leasehold Interest; providing for
effective date. (Unanimous City Council)

Motion to approve.

Moved : Cm. Perez
Second: Cm. Casso
For: 8 Against: O Abstain: 0

Authorizing the City Manager to execute a lease
amendment with Allaudin Creations, Inc., successor
by an assignment from U.S. Bankruptcy Court, for
the Southern District of Texas, Laredo Division,
Case No. 88-00554-L-7, dated June 18, 1985, and
approved by Ordinance No. 85-0-90, with O.M.
International, Inc., in order to purchase Lessee's
leasehold interest, establishing the purchase price
of $164,000.00, to Lessee's leasehold interest, and
amending the description of the lease premises;
providing for effective date. (As Amended)
(Unanimous City Council)

Motion to approve.

Moved : Cm. Perez
Second: Cm. Casso
For: 8 Against: O Abstain: 0

Authorizing the City Manager to enter into a lease
agreement with Tesoro Enterprises, Inc., by and
through its owner Gerardo Canales, pertaining to
the lease of two parking spaces to be used as a
loading zone only, located at the northeast corner
of Block 120 situated in the Western Division,
Laredo, Webb County, Texas, for a period of two
years beginning January 3, 1995, and ending on
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January 3, 1997, at a cost of $1,560.00 per year
and authorizing the removal of two parking meters
at said location. (Unanimous City Council)

Motion to approve.

Moved : Cm. Perez
Second: Cm. Casso
For: 8 Against: 0 Abstain: O

Authorizing the City Manager to execute a lease
with Vicente Salcedo D/B/A "Hot Dog Express" for
space B-1 (approximately 921.4 square feet) at the
Mercado Square located at 501 Flores Avenue;

1. Lease term is for two years commencing February
1, 1995, and ending January 31, 1997, with an
option of extending for a period of two years;

2. Monthly rent will be $552.84 per month and
will be adjusted annually according to changes
in the consumer price index; providing for
effective date. (Unanimous City Council)

Motion to approve.

Moved : Cm. Perez
Second: Cm. Casso
For: 8 Against: O Abstain: 0

Authorizing the City Manager to execute a lease
with the Laredo Center for the Arts being the
Laredo Art League, the Laredo Philharmonic
Orchestra and the Webb County Heritage Foundation
for spaces in the building known as the Mercado
Square;

1. Lease term is for one year commencing February
1, 1995, and ending January 31, 1996;

2. Monthly rent will be as follows: 1) Laredo
Center for the Arts -$4,000.00/month, 2) Laredo
Philharmonic Orchestra - $200.00, 3) Webb County
Heritage Foundation =-$200.00; providing for
effective date.

(Unanimous City Council)

Motion to approve.

Moved : Cm. Perez
Second: Cm. Casso
For: 8 Against: 0 Abstain: 0

Approval of an amendment to the contract with the
Texas Department of Health and a budget revision in
the amount of $9,908.00, for the Immunization
Action Plan Project of the City of Laredo Health



M95-R-01

15.

16.

17.

95-0-007

95-0-008

95-0-009

MINUTES JANUARY 3, 1995

Department for the period beginning January 1,
1994, through December 31, 1994; and increasing
Revenue Line Item No. 226-0000-323-4040 from
$112,236.00 to 122,328.00, and Expenditure Line
Item No. 226-6091 from $112,328.00 to $122,236.00.
(Unanimous City Council)

Motion to approve.

Moved : Cm. Perez
Second: Cm. Casso
For: 8 Against: 0 Abstain: O

Amending the City of Laredo's 1994-1995 Annual
Budget in the amount of $30,000.00, for a grant
from the Texas Department of Transportation for 1lst
year funding of the Speed/Selective Traffic
Enforcement Program for the period of October 1,
1994, through September 30, 1995, and authorizing
the City Manager to implement said budget.
(Unanimous City Council)

Motion to approve.

Moved : Cm. Perez
Second: Cm. Casso
For: 8 Against: O Abstain: O

Amending the City of Laredo's 1994-1995 Annual
Budget in the amount of $29,992.00, for a grant
from the Texas Department of Transportation with
the City designating $16,150.00 for funding of the
Driving While Intoxicated/ Selective Traffic
Enforcement Program for the period of October 1,
1994, through Sept. 30, 1995. (Unanimous City
Council)

Motion to approve.

Moved : Cm. Perez
Second: Cm. Casso
For: 8 Against: 0 Abstain: 0

Final reading of Paving Assessment Street
Improvements Project 52 and fixing a lien and
charge. (Unanimous City Council)

Motion to approve.
Moved : Cm. Perez

Second: Cm. Casso
For: 8 Against: O Abstain: 0



M95-R-01

18.

19.

20.

21.

95-0-010

95-0-011

95-0-012

95-0-013

MINUTES JANUARY 3, 1995

Amending the City of Laredo's 1994-1995 Annual
Budget in the amount of $26,190.00, for a grant
from the Texas Department of Transportation for 5th
year funding of the TRASER Program for the period
of October 1, 1994, through September 30, 1995, and
authorizing the City Manager to implement said
budget. (Unanimous City Council)

Motion to approve.

Moved : Cm. Perez
Second: Cm. Casso
For: 8 Against: O Abstain: 0

Amending the City of Laredo's 1994-1995 Annual
Budget in the amount of $19,819.00, for a grant
from the Texas Department of Transportation with
the City designating $10,672.00 for funding of the
Safety Belt Enforcement Program for the period of
October 1, 1994, through September 30, 1995.
(Unanimous City Council)

Motion to approve.

Moved : Cm. Perez
Second: Cm. Casso
For: 8 Against: O Abstain: O

Amending the City of Laredo's 1994-1995 U.S.
Customs Service Fund Budget in the amount of
$116,725.00, for an agreement with the Department
of Treasury/U.S. Customs for the reimbursement of
overtime for the period of January 1, 1995 through
September 30, 1995.

(Unanimous City Council)

Motion to approve.

Moved : Cm. Perez
Second: Cm. Casso
For: 8 Against: O Abstain: 0

Authorizing the issuance of a Special Use Permit to
Sonat Exploration Company for a Gas Extraction
Facility for a 2.75 acre tract out of Porcion 33,
A-3084, as further described by Metes and Bounds on
attached Exhibit "A", located east of Merida Drive
and west of the proposed extension of the Inner
Loop, in the northeast corner of Los Presidentes
Subdivision, Unit 7, of the City of Laredo;
providing for publication and effective date.
(Unanimous City Council)
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Motion to approve.

Moved : Cm. Perez
Second: Cm. Casso
For: 8 Against: O Abstain: 0

Authorizing the issuance of a Special Use Permit
for a Manufactured Housing Park on Lot 6, Block 1,
out of Kahn Subdivision, located east of Mines Road
and north of Tejas II Industrial Park, City of
Laredo; providing for publication and effective
date. (Unanimous City Council)

Motion to approve.

Moved : Cm. Perez
Second: Cm. Casso
For: 8 Against: O Abstain: O

Amending the zoning ordinance (map) of the City of
Laredo by rezoning part of Block 9, and all of
Blocks 10, 23, and 24, out of Calton Gardens
Subdivision, located at 5001 San Dario from B-3
(Community Business District) to B-4 (Highway
Commercial District); providing for publication and
effective date. (Unanimous City Council)

Motion to approve.

Moved : Cm. Perez
Second: Cm. Casso
For: 8 Against: O Abstain: 0

Authorizing the issuance of a Drilling Permit to
drill and operate a gas extraction well on a 2.75
acre tract out of Porcion 33, A-3084, as further
described by Metes and Bounds on attached Exhibit
"A", located at the northeast corner of Los
Presidentes Subdivision, Unit 7, known as the
Hilltop Farms LTD., No. 1 Well, of the City of
Laredo; providing for publication and effective
date.

Motion authorizing the issuance of a Drilling
Permit to drill and operate a gas extraction well
on a 2.75 acre tract out of Porcion 33, A-3084, as
further described by Metes and Bounds on attached
Exhibit "A", located at the northeast corner of Los
Presidentes Subdivision, Unit 7, known as the
Hilltop Farms LTD., No. 1 Well, of the City of
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Laredo; providing for publication and effective
date.

Moved : Cm. Perez
Second: Cm. Castaneda
For: 8 Against: O Abstain: 0

Authorizing the City Manager to accept a grant from
the Texas Department of Transportation in the
amount of $50,000.00, at no cost to the City, for
funding of the "El Protector" Traffic Education
Program for the period of January 1, 1995, through
September 30, 1995.

Motion authorizing the City Manager to accept a
grant from the Texas Department of Transportation
in the amount of $50,000.00, at no cost to the
City, for funding of the "El Protector" Traffic
Education Program for the period of January 1, 1995
through September 30, 1995.

Moved : Cm. Perez
Second: Cm. Cardenas
For: 8 Against: 0 Abstain: O

Declaring the public necessity to acquire those
parcels of land needed for construction of the West
Laredo Overpass, namely, the surface only of 0.0036
of an acre tract of land out of lot 1, Block 884 W.
D., Lots 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6 of Block 883 W. D.;
Lots 5, 6, and 0.0077 of an acre tract of land out
of lot 4, Block 882 W. D. ; 0.0049 of an acre tract
of land out of lot 7, 0.0070 of an acre tract of
land out of lot 8, 0.0015 of an acre tract of land
out of lot 9, Block 909 W. D.; the west one-half
of lot 8 and 0.0032 of an acre tract of land out of
the east one-half of lot 8, Block 879; all in the
Western Division of the City of Laredo, Webb
County, Texas and authorizing the City Attorney to
file condemnation proceedings to acquire those
parcels that staff is unable to acquire due to
conflicts of ownership, or inability to negotiate
an acceptable offer with the property owner; and
authorizing relocation benefit payments to persons
that will be displaced as a result of the
acquisition of these properties.

Motion to approve Resolution #95-0-003, declaring
the public necessity to acquire those parcels of
land needed for construction of the West Laredo
Overpass and authorizing the City Attorney to file
condemnation proceedings to acquire those parcels
that staff is unable to acquire due to conflicts of
ownership, or inability to negotiate an acceptable
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VIII.

offer with the property owner; and authorizing
relocation benefit payments to persons that will be
displaced as a result of the acquisition of these
properties.

Moved : Cm. Perez
Second: Cm. Cardenas
For: 8 Against: 0 Abstain: O

Cm. Casso recommended that the construction of the
overpass be postponed at this time.

MOTIONS

27. Authorizing the purchase of twenty-five police package patrol

28.

29.

units in the amount of $406,629.00, through the Houston
Galveston Council of Governments - Cooperative Purchasing
Program, for the Police Department.

Motion authorizing the purchase of twenty-five police package
patrol units in the amount of $406,629.00, through the
Houston Galveston Council of Governments - Cooperative
Purchasing Program, for the Police Department.

Moved : Cm. Castaneda
Second: Cm. G. Perez
For: 8 Against: O Abstain: O

Authorizing the purchase of radio equipment in the amount of
$26,883.00, through the Houston Galveston Council of
Governments - Cooperative Purchasing Program, for the Police
Department.

Motion authorizing the purchase of radio equipment in the
amount of $26,883.00, through the Houston Galveston Council
of Governments - Cooperative Purchasing Program, for the
Police Department.

Moved : Cm. Castaneda
Second: Cm. G. Perez
For: 8 Against: O Abstain: 0

Award of an annual supply contract to the Sole Bidder, Loomis
Armored Inc., Dallas, Texas, in the amount of $16,344.00, for
providing armored car service for various City Departments.

Motion to award an annual supply contract to the sole bidder,
Loomis Armored Inc., Dallas, Texas, in the amount of
$16,344.00, for providing armored car service for various
City Departments.

10
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30.

31.

32.

33.

Moved : Cm. Castaneda
Second: Cm. G. Perez
For: 8 Against: O Abstain: 0

Award of an annual supply contract to the Sole Bidder, Movac
Service Company, McAllen, Texas, in the estimated amount of
$30,000.00, for furnishing vacuum truck services to transport
domestic sewage and/or sewage sludge for the Utilities
Department -Wastewater Division.

Motion to award of an annual supply contract to the sole
bidder, Movac Service Company, in the estimated amount of
$30,000.00 for furnishing vacuum truck services to transport
domestic sewage and/or sewage sludge for the Utilities
Department -Wastewater Division.

Moved : Cm. Castaneda
Second: Cm. G. Perez
For: 8 Against: O Abstain: O

Award of a contract to the Low Bidder, Royal Treat Carwash,
Laredo, Texas, in the estimated amount of $20,000.00, for
furnishing car wash services for the City's automotive fleet.

Motion to award a contract to the low bidder, Royal Treat
Carwash, in the estimated amount of $20,000.00, for
furnishing car wash services for the City's automotive fleet.

Moved : Cm. Perez
Second: Cm. Cardenas
For: 8 Against: O Abstain: O

Award of a professional engineering contract for an amount
not to exceed $15,400.00 to Raba Kistner Consultants, Inc.,
San Antonio, Texas, to prepare a Limited Site Assessment and
to file necessary documents to obtain budget approval from
Texas Natural Resource Conservation Commission (TNRCC) for
the contaminated underground storage tank site, part of newly
purchased land for the Laredo Intermodal Transit Center,
Block 49 W. D.

Motion to table until the January 16th council meeting.

Moved : Cm. G. Perez
Second: Cm. Cardenas
For: 8 Against: O Abstain: 0

Award of construction contract to the Lowest Bidder, Ramex
Construction Company, Inc., Houston, Texas, in the amount of
$1,579,930.00, for the Bond Street Paving Assessment Project
52 (47 Blocks).

Motion to award a construction contract to the lowest bidder,
Ramex Construction Company, Inc., Houston, Texas, in the

11
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amount of $1,579,930.00, for the Bond Street Paving
Assessment Project 52 (47 Blocks).

Moved : Cm. Perez
Second: Cm. Cardenas
For: 8 Against: O Abstain: 0

34. Acceptance of the project and approval of final payment in
the amount of $85,063.96, to Cubic Toll Systems, Melville,
New York, for the Toll Collection System and Booths for the
City of Laredo/Colombia Solidarity Bridge.

Motion to approve acceptance of the project and approval of
final payment in the amount of $85,063.96, to Cubic Toll
Systems, Melville, New York, for the Toll Collection System
and Booths for the City of Laredo/Colombia Solidarity Bridge.

Moved : Cm. Perez
Second: Cm. Cardenas
For: 8 Against: O Abstain: 0

35. Approval of amendment no. 3, an increase of $11,997.00, to
the architectural contract with Sepulveda Associates
Architects, Laredo, Texas, for additional Resident Project
Representative (inspection services), and redesign of the
Tuberculosis and Dental Clinic, for the Interior Finishing
Contract of the City of Laredo Health Department Building
Complex located at 2600 Cedar Street.

Motion to approve of amendment no. 3, an increase of
$11,997.00, to the architectural contract with Sepulveda
Associates Architects, for additional Resident Project
Representative (inspection services), and redesign of the
Tuberculosis and Dental Clinic, for the Interior Finishing
Contract of the City of Laredo Health Department Building
Complex located at 2600 Cedar Street.

Moved : Cm. Perez
Second: Cm. Cardenas
For: 8 Against: 0 Abstain: 0

IX. CITY MANAGER'S REPORT

36. Authorizing the City Manager to update and amend the City of
Laredo's Travel Policy in order to make them reflective of
current travel costs.

Cm. Casso stated that he had sent a letter in reference to
the frequent flyer coupons and had gotten a response from Mr.
Vargas that he just wanted to make sure there was nothing
illegal about awarding those coupons to employees.

12
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37.

Mr. Vargas stated there was nothing illegal or improper about
them at all.

Cm. Guerra asked that staff be instructed to give them an
opinion in writing from the Internal Revenue Service as to
any legality that might be involved in this matter just to be
absolutely in safe ground.

Motion authorizing the City Manager to update and amend the
City of Laredo's Travel Policy in order to make them
reflective of current travel costs.

Moved : Cm. Perez
Second: Cm. G. Perez
For: 8 Against: 0 Abstain: 0

Possible Executive Session pursuant to Texas Government Code
Section 551.072, to discuss the possible exchange of Lot 2,
Block 403, Eastern Division (403 Eistetter), City of Laredo
to Baudelia Garcia, and acceptance of Deed to Lot 8, Block
923, Western Division (3619 Vidaurri), City of Laredo from
Baudelia Garcia.

Mr. Ricardo De Anda, Attorney for City delinquent taxes,
stated that the matter before the council involves two empty
lots that were obtained by the city through tax sales, the
Vidaurri Street property which is a property that was sold by
the tax attorney in 1987 and was bought by the city as the
trustee for other taxing entities. They discovered that the
lot was sold improperly. The county tax attorney had not
served proper notice on the taxpayer, which meant that the
city did not have a proper title of that property. They
approached the council about returning that property back to
the taxpayer in return for the delinquent taxes that were
owed on the property, as authorized by the council, however,
they discovered that the city had used that property to build
a home under its affordable housing program. They then sat
down with the affected taxpayers and reached a solution to
this problem subject to council's ratification. What they
have done before is that any properties that they purchase at
tax sales that can be used by the city, they sell to the city
and by selling to the city, they mean that the city pays the
other taxing entities their share of the taxes, they sell to
the city for their affordable housing program. One of these
properties is in Eistetter Street and they have reached a
solution with the affected taxpayer where the taxpayer will
accept the Eistetter property and pay the taxes that are due
on the Eistetter property so that all the taxing entities
will get paid their taxes including the city and they will
quitclaim to us the effective property on Vidaurri Street
which is where the home is situated so that we will have
clean and full title of that property and we will not be out
of any property or monies in any sense.

13
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He added that they will have full title to the Vidaurri
property, the taxpayer will give up whatever rights it had to
the Vidaurri Street property on which the affordable housing
home is situated. The tenant will have full and complete
title and in return for that, we will transfer title to the
Eistetter Street property which is an empty lot that we
purchased at a tax sale and the taxpayer will pay all the
taxes that are due on that Eistetter Street property.

Motion to approve the exchange of Lot 2, Block 403, Eastern
Division to Baudelia Garcia accept a deed of transfer for
Lot 8, Block 923, Western Division (3619 Viduarri).

Moved : Cm. Castaneda
Second: Cm. G. Perez
For: 8 Against: O Abstain: 0

X. COMMUNICATIONS

Cm. Castaneda asked Mr. Vargas for reports on requests he

had made on water bills, disconnections, recycling, also
information on creeks as far as making additional creeks
either concreting some additional creeks and staff was going
to work on these programs to see if we could do that. He
stated that he had received a request from the people over at
Alma Pierce regarding sidewalks and Mr. Vargas had mentioned
that probably during the holidays they would do that.

Mr. Vargas stated that they were going to approach the
superintendent's office at LISD because the arrangement was
that we would built one school and they would build the
other. He added that it would be simpler if we would go out
to subcontract and just present them with their portion of
the bill.

Mr. Villarreal stated that they will come back at the next
meeting with reports and recommendations.

Cm. Guerra asked when the next hazardous material meeting
will be held and he also asked that Mr. Aranda be asked on
the status of the formation of the Truck Traffic Task Force
Committee that was going to be established to see what the
status is.

Mr. Villarreal stated that on the hazardous material they
will hold a meeting possibly next week. They are trying to
get information that was requested. In reference to the
Truck Traffic Task Force, he will find out the status on the
formation of the committee.

XI. CITY COUNCIL DISCUSSION AND PRESENTATION

14
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38. Request by Mayor and City Councilmembers for discussion and
presentation.

A. Request by Councilmember Louis H. Bruni

1. Discussion and possible action concerning an illegal dump
site on City owned property north of the Laredo International
Airport.

Cm. Bruni wanted to know under whose authority are we doing
dumping at a city owned property and if the proper federal
agencies know that we are using this city owned site as a
landfill. Cm. Bruni stated that there seems to be an oil
spill in the area and that he is concerned about the
polluting of the aquifer. Cm. Bruni asked who's responsible
for the beautification of our city.

Peter Vargas, City Manager, explained that this is not a
landfill or a designated landfill, that it is basically
undeveloped land on the west side of the airport, there is no
thru road it has been an isolated area in the past, some
individuals have taken advantage that it's over hill and out-
of-sight to dump trash which the city crew has cleaned from
time to time. He said that the city crew has used this area
as a transfer point when they have clippings that they get,
they deposit them there instead of having the trucks go out
all the way to the landfill that is used basically for the
sweepers. He added it is basically sand and dirt, then they
transfer that dirt from there to the landfill by truck
whenever there is an opportunity. They do that on a regular
basis depending on the weather, sometimes there is an
accumulation of some of the dust clippings. He said that
they are trying to increase surveillance in the area, so that
there is no illegal dumping and they have prohibited anyone
from using the area or for a dumping area.

Mr. Villarreal stated that they will get a task force to
clean the area and fence the area to keep people from dumping
in there.

Mr. Vargas explained the oil situation, he stated that this
is the site where they train our firefighters at the airport,
that it will be replaced when the new training facility is
constructed.

B. Request by Councilmember Alfonso I. "Poncho" Casso

l. Discussion and possible action concerning the re-routing of
hazardous materials to the Colombia Solidarity Bridge.
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Cm. Casso stated he wanted to generate some type of debate in
the community because we need to do something about re-
routing the hazardous material to the Colombia Bridge. He
said it is serious problem, there is no constitutional
statutory authority for initiative and that he will get the
initiative process to circumvent the council to allow the
voters to enact this in the law. He added that he has great
support in the community to get this passed and that it gets
in line with trying to use the Colombia Bridge. He still
does not know what the revenues are, he knows that the
consolidated revenues are $18 million for all three bridges,
but that he wants a breakdown of the revenues, a breakdown of
debt service for all three bridges. He asked what are the
$7.2 million of contractual services.

He concluded by saying that what he would like to get the
hazardous materials out of the city, get them going through
the Colombia Bridge and at the same time utilize the Colombia
Bridge.

Peter Vargas stated that one of the problems is in defining
the classification of hazardous materials, where to draw the
line of what's hazardous and what to designate then to this
location. He said that since then council has approved a
grant that will be received from the Texas Department of
Transportation to study the hazardous material routes and how
we are going to define and delineate them, because there is
an economic impact involved here which could lead to further
litigation. We need to have a firm foundation in law, a
firm definition of what is hazardous materials and how you
define them and to what point then do you segregate that
material from another material, then we can proceed
accordingly.

Discussion and possible action concerning the placement of
metal detectors at City Hall entrances.

Cm. Casso stated he was concerned with bomb treats that have
been received in past months and gave direction to staff to
find out what it would cost to place metal detectors and
wants a list of the current swat team.

XII. PUBLIC HEARINGS

39.

Public hearing on approval of an amendment to the City of
Laredo's 1994-1995 Annual Budget in the amount of
$50,000.00, for a grant from the Texas Department of
Transportation for 1lst year funding of the "El1 Protector"
Traffic Education Program for the period of January 1, 1995,
through September 30, 1995, and authorizing the City Manager
to implement said budget; and that an ordinance be
introduced.
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40.

INTRODUCTION OF AN ORDINANCE
Amending the City of Laredo's 1994-1995 Annual Budget in the
amount of $50,000.00, for a grant from the Texas Department
of Transportation for 1lst year funding of the "El Protector"
Traffic Education Program for the period of January 1, 1995,
through September 30, 1995, and authorizing the City Manager
to implement said budget.

Motion to open the public hearing.

Moved : Cm. Perez
Second: Cm. Cardenas
Feors @8 Against: O Abstain: O

There was no public input.

Motion to close the public hearing and introduce the
ordinance.

Moved : Cm. Perez
Second: Cm. G. Perez
For: 8 Against: 0 Abstain: O

Ordinance Introduction: City Council

Public hearing on approval of an ordinance of the City
Council of the City of Laredo fixing and ordering the rates
to be charged by Entex, Inc., a division of Arkla, Inc., for
gas and gas service to Residential and Commercial customers
within the City of Laredo, Texas; and providing for an
effective date.

INTRODUCTION OF AN ORDINANCE
Ordinance of the City Council of the City of Laredo
fixing and ordering the rates to be charged by Entex,
Inc., a division of Arkla, Inc., for gas and gas service
to Residential and Commercial customers within the City of
Laredo, Texas; and providing for an effective date.

Motion to public hearing.

Moved : Cm. Perez
Second: Cm. G. Perez
For: 8 Against: O Abstain: 0

Mr. Jesus Nava, Asst. City Manager, made the presentation on
behalf of staff to the City Council. He was recommending
approval of the rate increase to commercial and residential
customers in which the settlement would not increase in the
minimum charge for residential customers which is $9.28, but
the commercial minimum charge will go from $12.51 to $16.00
per month.
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XIII.

Mr. Jesus Ponce wanted a clarification on the commercial
rate and whether the other utility companies would be
affected by such rate increase that they would charge it
back to the residential customers.

Jesus Nava stated that Entex does not supply CP&L any gas
and therefore the residential customer would not be affected
by the increase.

Cm. Bruni went on record as stating that being that Webb
County and Zapata County are the largest natural gas
producers in the State of Texas that he would hope that
Entex buy their gas from pipeline companies and producers
that drill in Webb and Zapata County for the simple reason
that it makes for more employment in the City of Laredo.
He encouraged them to buy their gas locally.

Motion to close the public hearing and introduce the
ordinance.

Moved : Cm. Perez
Second: Cm. G. Perez
For: 8 Against: 0 Abstain: 0

Ordinance Introduction: City Council

MOTION TO RECESS AND CONVENE AS THE LAREDO CONVENTION AND
VISITORS BUREAU

Motion to recess as City Council and convene as The Laredo
Convention and Visitors Bureau.

Moved : Cm. G. Perez
Second: Cm. Cardenas
For: 8 Against: 0 Abstain: 0

41. Motion to award a contract to the Low Bidder, Rush Pontiac,
San Antonio, Texas, in the amount of $14,966.00, for the
purchase of one mini passenger van.

Motion to award a contract to the low bidder, Rush Pontiac,
San Antonio, Texas in the amount of $14,966.00 for the
purchase of one mini passenger van.

Moved : Cm. G. Perez

Second: Cm. Cardenas

For: 7 Against: 1 Abstain: 0
(Cm. Guerra)

Motion to adjourn as The Laredo Convention & Visitors Bureau

and reconvene as the City Council.
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Moved : Cm.
Second: Cm.
For: 8
XIV. ADJOURNMENT

G.
Cardenas

MINUTES

Perez

Motion to adjourn.

Moved :

For: 8

Adjournment time:

Cm.
Second: Cm.

Perez
Cardenas

7:10 P.M.

Against: O

Against: O

JANUARY 3, 1995

Abstain:

Abstain:
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