
CITY OF LAREDO 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
1110 HOUSTON STREET 

LAREDO, TEXAS 
5:30 P.M. 

MINUTES 

M-95-R-27 SEPTEMBER 25, 1995 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

With a quorum present Mayor Saul N. Ramirez, Jr., called the 
meeting to order. 

II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Mayor Saul N. Ramirez, Jr. led in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

III. ROLL CALL 
IN ATTENDANCE: 
SAUL N. RAMIREZ, 
JOSE R. PEREZ, 
LOUIS H. BRUNI, 

JR., MAYOR 
COUNCILMEMBER, DISTRICT 

ALFONSO I. "PONCHO" CASSO, 
CECILIA MAY MORENO, 

, DISTRICT 
, DISTRICT 
, DISTRICT 
, DISTRICT 
, DISTRICT 
, DISTRICT 

BLAS CASTANEDA, 
JOE A. GUERRA, 
JOSE GERARDO (JERRY) PEREZ, 
FELIPE CARDENAS, 
GUSTAVO GUEVARA, JR., 
PETER H. VARGAS, 
CARLOS R. VILLARREAL, 
JESUS NAVA, 
FAUSTO SOSA, 

Absences: 

' DISTRICT 
CITY SECRETARY 
CITY MANAGER 
ASST. CITY MANAGER 
ASST. CITY MANAGER 
CITY ATTORNEY 

I 

II 
III 
IV 
V 
VI 
VII 
VIII 

Motion to excuse Cm. Castaneda due to illness in the family. 

Moved : Cm. Cardenas 
Second: Cm. G. Perez 
For: 7 

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Against: 0 

2. Regular City Council Meeting of September 5, 1995 
Special City Council Meeting of September 11, 1995 

Abstain: 0 
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Motion to approve. 

Moved : Cm. G. Perez 
Second: Cm. Cardenas 
For: 6 Against: 0 
(Cw. Moreno was not present) 

V. FINAL READINGS 

Abstain: 0 

Motion to waive the final reading of ordinances #95-0-208, 
#95-0-209, and #95-0-211. 

Moved : Cm. Perez 
Second: Cm. G. Perez 
For: 6 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

3. 95-0-208 Amending Division 3 (Rates and Charges) of Chapter 
31 (Utilities) of the Code of Ordinances, 
specifically to amend section 31-138 which provides 
for Water Rate charges by increasing the minimum 
rate from $7.00 to $7.50 for residential, 
increasing the minimum rate from $7.00 to $11.00 
for commercial, and increasing the escalating rate 
structure by $0.05 cents for commercial customers 
within the city limits; increasing the fire hydrant 
rate from $1.10 to $3.50 per 1,000 gallons and 
increasing the minimum monthly rate; amending 
Section 31-140 by increasing the Industrial Mining 
rate from $1.75 to $3.50 per 1,000 gallons; and 
increasing the outside the city limit rate from one 
and a half times to twice the established rate; 
providing for publication and providing for an 
effective date. 
(As Amended) (Unanimous City Council) 

Motion to approve ordinance 95-0-208 amending 
Division 3 (Rates and Charges) of Chapter 31 
(Utilities) of the Code of Ordinances, specifically 
to amend section 31-138 which provides for Water 
Rate charges by increasing the minimum rate from 
$7.00 to $7.50 for residential, increasing the 
minimum rate from $7.00 to $11.00 for commercial, 
and increasing the escalating rate structure by 
$0.05 cents for commercial customers within the 
city limits; increasing the fire hydrant rate from 
$1.10 to $3.50 per 1,000 gallons and increasing the 
minimum monthly rate; amending Section 31-140 by 
increasing the Industrial Mining rate from $1.75 to 
$3.50 per 1,000 gallons; and increasing the outside 
the city limit rate from one and a half times to 
twice the established rate; providing for 
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publication and providing for effective date. (As 
Amended) . 

Moved : Cm. G. Perez 
Second: Cm. Cardenas 
For: 6 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

4. 95-0-209 Amending Section 31-92 (A) pertaining to the 
schedule of sewer rates of chapter 31 (Utilities) 
of the Code of Ordinances by increasing the minimum 
rate from $5.00 to $5.50 for residential customers; 
and from $6.00 to $10.00 for commercial customers; 
and increasing the escalating rate structure by 
$0.15 cents for commercial customers; and 
increasing the outside the City limit rate from one 
and a half times to twice the established rate; 
providing for publication and providing for 
effective date. (As Amended) 
(Unanimous City Council) 

Motion to approve ordinance 95-0-209 amending 
Section 31-92 (A) pertaining to the schedule of 
sewer rates of chapter 31 (Utilities) of the Code 
of Ordinances by increasing the minimum rate from 
$5.00 to $5.50 for residential customers; and from 
$6.00 to $10.00 for commercial customers; and 
increasing the escalating rate structure by $0.15 
cents for commercial customers; and increasing the 
outside the City limit rate from one and a half 
times to twice the established rate; providing for 
publication and providing for effective date. 
(As Amended) 

Moved : Cm. G. Perez 
Second: Cm. Cardenas 
For: 6 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

5. 95-0-211 Providing for the submission of proposed amendments 
to the Charter of the City of Laredo to the voters 
on Tuesday, November 7, 1995; ordering said 
election; directing the publication of the election 
notice for the submission of said amendments in a 
newspaper of general circulation; designating 
polling places; and authorizing the City Manager to 
enter into contract with the Webb County Elections 
Administrator for the purpose of conducting a joint 
special election with the City of Laredo. 
(Unanimous City Council) 

Motion to approve ordinance 95-0-211 providing for 
the submission of proposed amendments to the 
Charter of the City of Laredo to the voters on 
Tuesday, November 7, 1995; ordering said election; 
directing the publication of the election notice 
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for the submission of said amendments in a 
newspaper of general circulation; designating 
polling places; and authorizing the City Manager to 
enter into contract with the Webb County Elections 
Administrator for the purpose of conducting a joint 
special election with the City of Laredo. 
(Unanimous City Council) . 

Moved : Cm. G. Perez 
Second: Cm. Cardenas 
For: 6 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

City Attorney Fausto Sosa stated that there was 
only two changes that are really of substance that 
need to be brought up before council. "With respect 
to section 2.6 entitled Investigations, there ••• 
basically we left it the same •••• everything is the 
same with the exception of "shall be punishable by 
a ••• its a misdemeanor punishable by a maximum of 
five or a period of imprisonment or both as allowed 
by law. I think that there is an enabling statute 
that will allow us to pass an ordinance, and I 
think that was the spirit of the change, to allow 
or to have some punishment ••• some teeth added to 
that particular provision through an ordinance, and 
basically that would be to delete that particular 
paragraph or section ••• just leave it as it 
is ••• however in the future date add some teeth to 
it by passing an ordinance that would allow us to 
uh ••• so that you can define and the set of 
perimeters by which a violation would be punished." 

That section 4.0 2  entitled, Legal Officer, is a 
misnomer and should be changed to City Attorney. 

Mr. Sosa stated that section 9.0 2  which reads shall 
exercise all responsibilities, should read exercise 
all responsibilities as may be provided by law. 

Gustavo Guevara, City Secretary, stated that this 
section has already been corrected. 

Cm. Casso asked that under section 2.01, Unexpired 
Terms, he asked if this is going to grandfather 
council people that are serving on the council at 
this time, because he notices that there are other 
provisions in the charter that are not consistent 
with that. That's if it is going to grandfather 
for example, if they want to get themselves a pay 
raise it would not go into effect until the next 
election, in other words they could not benefit of 
that raise. 

He wants to know that since they are going to be 
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changing this unexpired term, is it going to 
grandfather any of the members that are presently 
sitting who are serving in this board right now? 

Mayor clarified this section will allow for people 
that should come in and fill an unexpired term to 
run for two full terms, but it would not allow for 
somebody to be here to almost two terms and resign 
90 days before their term expires and allow them to 
sit for four more years. The way it is put there, 
it does allow people that have come in and served 
an unexpired term because there has been either 
death or a resignation to run for two full terms, 
but again, it would not allow for currently full 
term members from resigning and then serving a full 
term getting re-elected and resigning 90 days 
before their second term expires to run again. 

(Cw. Moreno joined the meeting at this time, 
5: 40 p.m.) 

Cm. Casso stated that this answer still does not 
answer his question, which is, does it grandfather 
the existing Councilmembers that are serving at 
this time? 

Mayor Ramirez answered that the only Councilmember 
affected by this section is Cw. Moreno. 

Cm. Casso stated that it is going to grandfather 
her, but what about previous Councilmembers that 
are not serving at this time. 

Fausto Sosa, City Attorney, replied that this took 
place prior to the enactment of the City Charter, 
that when Cw. Moreno was elected the Charter was 
silent as to that, it was silent as to the 
unexpired term, so basically what you are doing is 
defining what it is or clarifying the perimeters. 

Fausto Sosa, "it's not that you are grandfathering 
anything, its just that you are defining ••• you are 
entitled to two terms of four years period, not two 
terms of six years ••• and I think what you are doing 
is just setting the perimeters and telling people 
people •••• and ••• and ••• the ultimate person •••• the 
ultimate say so is in the ••• the ultimate person 
that has a decision on this is the voter because 
they are the ones that are going to vote people in, 
and for us to say well ••• they are automatically ••• 
and for us to assume that they are going to be 
voted in is not correct because the voters are the 
ones that are going to make the ultimate decision." 
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Cm. Casso, " yeah, the voters will but I still 
disagree I still think it is being grandfathered in 
for example, if this council was to give themselves 
a salary increase ••• it would not ••• it's not 
consistent with what this provision of the charter 
states because it wouldn't be grandfathered in if 
we were to raise this council's salary. It would 
take in effect next council ••• well you are making 
this provision here and this provision does apply 
for certain members here, so its obviously 
grandfathered, when you would think that it would 
apply to the new council coming in two years from 
now or at the next election which would be •••• " 

Mayor Ramirez, " in May" 

Mayor Ramirez, " this coming May and it would make 
her eligible, but again this was two years of work 
from the commission that felt that where the 
charter was silent ••• " 

Mr. Sosa, " four years" 

Mayor Ramirez repeated that what it does because 
the Charter is silent, the only one that is 
affected by this under current status as a serving 
member is Cw. Moreno and since the new Charter has 
been in effect and he has been here and there has 
only been one resignation on the City Council and 
that was the District that Cw. Moreno represented, 
any other members that have served on the City 
Council that resign that we had a special election. 

Motion was made by Cm. Casso, adding additional 
language to section 4.0 2  dealing with the Legal 
Officer whether the City Attorney upon being hired 
can he/she can have a private practice, by having 
the voters decide at the special amendments 
election. 

Moved : Cm. Casso 
Second: Cm. Guerra 
For: 3 
Cm. Casso 
Cm. Bruni 
Cm. Guerra 

Against: 4 
Cm. Perez 
Cw. Moreno 
Cm. Jerry Perez 
Cm. Cardenas 

Motion does not carry. 

Abstain: 0 

Mayor Ramirez stated to clear the record, " that 
this discussion on whether our City Attorney can or 
cannot have a private practice, on the side once he 
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is hired as City Attorney our job description 
currently includes in there that he or she cannot 
have a private practice. We do not allow it now, 
and the only thing that would have been open to the 
voters was whether to allow it because we don't 
allow it already." 

Motion was made to delete the new change on section 
6.02 of 3 months as suggested by the Revision 
Commission and leave it as it was with 45 days. 
The second to the motion agreed to amend the motion 
to state 6 0  days instead of 3 months. 

Moved : Cm. G. Perez 
Second: Cm. Cardenas 
For: 7 Against: 0 

Motion to adopt as amended. 

Moved : Cm. G. Perez 
Second: Cm. Cardenas 
For: 7 Against: 0 

Abstain: 0 

Abstain: 0 

6. 95-R-13 2  Authorizing the City Manager to accept Grant No. 
3-48-0136-16, from the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) , Airport Improvement Program, 
for the reconstruction of a portion of Runway 
17L/35R at the Laredo International Airport in an 
amount to be determined upon receipt of bids by the 
City of Laredo for said project; the FAA will 
commit 90 percent of the funding and the City's 
Airport Fund will provide the 10 percent local 
Match. 

Motion to approve Resolution 95-R-13 2  authorizing 
the City Manager to accept Grant No. 3-48-0136-16, 
from the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) , 
Airport Improvement Program, for the reconstruction 
of a portion of Runway 17/35R at the Laredo 
International Airport in an amount to be determined 
upon receipt of bids by the City of Laredo for said 
project; the FAA will commit 90 percent of the 
funding and the City's Airport Fund will provide 
the 10 percent local Match. 

Moved : Cm. Perez 
Second: Cm. G. Perez 
For: 7 Against: 0 

7 
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7 .  Award of construction contracts to the Lowest Bidders Meeting 
Qualifications, Dominguez Development and Construction, 
Laredo, Texas, in the amount of $101, 200.00, for 
sitework/earthwork, masonry work, mechanical work including 
air conditioning and plumbing, and electrical work; Artless 
Contractor, Laredo, Texas, in the amount of $48, 96 0.00 for 
concrete work, and finishing work; J.M. Gonzalez 
Construction, Laredo, Texas, in the amount of $18, 124.27, for 
paving work, and for specialty work including signage; and 
F & D Construction, Laredo, Texas, in the amount of 
$6, 550.0 0, for thermal and moisture protection work for the 
Buenos Aires Community Center Project. 

Motion to award construction contracts to the lowest bidders 
meeting qualifications, Dominguez Development and 
Construction, Laredo, Texas, in the amount of $101, 20 0.0 0 for 
sitework/earthwork, masonry work, mechanical work including 
air conditioning and plumbing, and electrical work Artless 
Contractor, Laredo, Texas, in the amount of $48, 96 0.00 for 
concrete work, and finishing work; J.M. Gonzalez Construction 
Laredo, Texas, in the amount of $18, 124.27, for paving work, 
and for specialty work including signage; and F & D 
Construction, Laredo, Texas, in the amount of $6, 550.0 0, for 
thermal and moisture protection work for the Buenos Aires 
Community Center Project. 

Moved : Cm. Cardenas 
Second: Cm. G. Perez 
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

8. Rescinding City Council action awarding a contract to the 
Sole Source Vendor, Duncan Industries, Harrison, Arkansas, in 
an amount of $19, 788.80, for the purchase of 88 parking 
meters and 45 adaptor yokes which action was taken at the 
City Council Meeting held on September 18, 1995, and 
authorizing the purchase of one hundred and seven, re­
manufactured parking meters, and 53 adaptor yokes from the 
Sole Source Vendor, Duncan Industries, Harrison, Arkansas, in 
the amount of $19, 764.69. 

Motion rescinding City Council action awarding a contract to 
the sole source vendor, Duncan Industries, Harrison, 
Arkansas, in an amount of $19, 788.80, for the purchase of 88 
parking meters and 45 adaptor yokes which action was taken at 
the City Council Meeting held on September 18, 1995, and 
authorizing the purchase of one hundred and seven, re­
manufactured parking meters, and 53 adaptor yokes from the 
sole source vendor, Duncan Industries, Harrison, Arkansas, in 
the amount of $19, 76 4.69. 
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Moved : Cm. Cardenas 
Second: Cm. G. Perez 
For: 7 

SEPTEMBER 25, 1995 

Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

9. Authorizing the publication of a notice of intention to grant 
to Columbus Energy Corporation to drill and operate one 
natural gas extraction well on the following site: a) One 
well on 5 acres out of Porciones 35 and 36, Survey 2149 as 
further described by metes and bounds, located west of 
Highway 83 and north of Masterson Road, known as Richter, 
Unit #2. 

Motion authorizing the publication of a notice of intention 
to grant to Columbus Energy Corporation to drill and operate 
one natural gas extraction well on the following site: a) one 
well on 5 acres out of Porciones 35 and 36, Survey 2149 as 
further described by metes and bounds, located west of 
Highway 83 and north of Masterson Road, known as Richter, 
Unit #2. 

Moved : Cm. Cardenas 
Second: Cm. G. Perez 
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

Motion to waive the rules and have discussion on item #9 and 
ratify previous council action. 

Moved : Cm. Casso 
Second: Cm. Guerra 
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

Cm. Bruni stated that when the Drilling Review Committee 
meeting met there were several issues that were addressed and 
several of them that he does not see on the council 
communication which are as follows: 

(l) One of the issues addressed at the committee level was 
that Columbus Energy should be reminded that a converter 
is required on the conductor casing and they put that 
they need 3 0 0  ft. of 13 3/8 inch casing. 

(2) That Columbus Energy should be reminded the rig inventory 
is required prior to drilling and not on the request by 
the City of Laredo. 

(3) There is no mention of blow out insurance in the 
application nor is there a bond attached to the 
application is required by the City. 

(4) The Certificate of Insurance does not cover workman's 
compensation insurance as required by the City of Laredo. 

He feels that these four items should be put in the drilling 
permit. 
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Marina Sukup, Planning Director, stated that the motion that 
Council had passed was merely to publish notice of intent, 
this is not the issuance of a permit. 

Motion to ratify earlier council action authorizing the 
publication of a notice of intention to grant to Columbus 
Energy Corporation to drill and operate one natural gas 
extraction well on the following site: a) one well on 5 acres 
out of Porciones 35 and 36, Survey 2149 as further described 
by metes and bounds, located west of Highway 83 and north of 
Masterson Road, known as Richter, Unit #2. 

Moved : Cm. G. Perez 
Second: Cm. Cardenas 
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

10. Adopting a schedule of hearings and proceedings and directing 
staff to prepare a service plan for the voluntary annexation 
of nineteen tracts of land totaling 2,951.72 acres, more or 
less, and the involuntary annexation of three tracts of land 
totaling 946.21, in accordance with Section 43.052 of the 
Texas Local Government Code. The tracts of land are as 
follows: 

Tract 1: Hachar I I  Tract - 850 acres, more or less. 
Petitioner: George Hachar, Jr. 

Tract 2: Hurd Tract - 66.1065 acres, more or less. 
Petitioner: J.R. Hurd 

Tract 3a: Hachar I Tract - 750.00 acres, more or less. 
Petitioner: George Hachar, Jr. 

Tract 3b: Unitec Tract I - 295.63 acres, more or less. 
Petitioner: City of Laredo 

Tract 3c: Unitec Tract I I  - 529.37 acres, more or less. 
Petitioner: City of Laredo 

Tract 3d: I.H. 35 Tract - 121.212 acres, more or less. 
Petitioner: City of Laredo 

Tract 4: Izaguirre Tract - 7.819 acres, more or less. 
Petitioner: Tomas L Izaguirre, Jr. & Fernando 
Laurel 

Tract 5: Killam Tract - 384.7279 acres, more or less. 
Petitioner: Radcliffe Killam 

Tract 6a: Santos I Tract - 89.8341 acres, more or less. 
Petitioner: Enrique Cuellar, Temporary 
Administrator of Alfred Santos Estate and Estela G. 
Santos Estate. 
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Tract 6b: Santos II Tract - 6.0 097 acres, more or less. 
Petitioner: Enrique Cuellar, Temporary 
Administrator of Alfred Santos Estate and Estela G. 
Santos Estate. 

Tract 6c: Santos III Tract - 17.557 4 acres, more or less. 
Petitioner: Enrique Cuellar, Temporary 
Administrator of Alfred Santos Estate and Estela G. 
Santos Estate. 

Tract 6d: Santos IV Tract - 17.7540 acres, more or less. 
Petitioner: Enrique Cuellar, Temporary 
Administrator of Alfred Santos Estate and Estela G. 
Santos Estate. 

Tract 6e: Santos V Tract - 6 4.9382 acres, more or less. 
Petitioner: Enrique Cuellar, Temporary 
Administrator of Alfred Santos Estate and Estela G. 
Santos Estate. 

Tract 7:  Gutierrez Tract - 0.693 acres, more or less. 
Petitioner: Elma Flores Gutierrez 

Tract 8: KQC Tract - 2.3978 acres, more or less. 
Petitioner: Hal Kaplan, KQC Properties. 

Tract 9: UISD Tract - 9.4116 acres, more or less. 
Petitioner: United Independent School District. 

Tract 10: Ramos Tract - 29.8217 acres, more or less. 
Petitioner: Donato Ramos 

Tract 11: Haynes Tract - 6.7182 acres, more or less. 
Petitioner: Richard Haynes 

Tract 12: Arguindegui Tract - 5.5995 acres, more or less. 
Petitioner P.R. Arguindegui 

Tract 13: Hall/Summers/Bruni - 6 2.52 acres, more or less. 
Petitioner: William Hall, Jr., Carroll Summers, and 
Ernest Bruni 

Tract 14: Link Tract - 312.55 acres, more or less. 
Petitioner Michael R. Link 

Tract 15: Vela Tract - 267.27 acres, more or less. 
Petitioner: Camilo Prada 

Motion adopting a schedule of hearings and proceedings and 
directing staff to prepare a service plan for the voluntary 
annexation of nineteen tracts of land totaling 2, 951.7 2 acres 
more or less, and involuntary annexations of three tracts of 
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land totaling 946.21, in accordance with Section 43.052 of 
the Texas Local Government Code. 

Moved : Cm. Cardenas 
Second: Cm. G. Perez 
ForJ 7 

VIII. COMMUNICATIONS 

None. 

Against: 0 

IX. CITY COUNCIL DISCUSSION AND PRESENTATION 

Abstain: 0 

11. Request by Mayor and City Councilmembers for discussion and 
presentation. 

A. Request By Councilmember Felipe Cardenas 

1. Discussion and possible action regarding the status of the 
City of Laredo's Railroad Crossing Safety Plan. 

Mayor Protem Cardenas asked Mrs. Sukup if a hearing or a 
meeting has been setup at different areas that are going to 
be affected by the suggested railroad closing. 

Marina Sukup, City Planner, stated that it was her under­
standing that they had already done so in the town hall 
meetings, and that this issue was specifically addressed in 
the district meetings. 

Cm. Cardenas stated that there is a concern in El Cuatro 
Neighborhood that the street is going to be closed and that 
no public hearings have been held, and that the railroad 
companies have not been asked to attend this meetings. 

Mrs. Sukup stated that the adoption of the plan does not in 
fact affect any street closings, it is merely in plan, a 
staff recommendation and to the extent any street closing 
would have to come back to City Council on a street by 
street basis for council consideration including a review by 
the Street Closing Committee and the public hearing 
associated with it. This is merely a plan, a staff 
recommendation, they have recommended some consolidation, 
they have not recommended Zaragoza Street to any traffic 
until there is another road built at that time they 
recommend that it is closed to vehicular traffic only. 
They have not recommended restricting pedestrian movements, 
they do believe that they need to do further investigations 
and study concerning an overpass which was something that 
was suggested by that neighborhood. They do believe that 
doing that in conjunction with a fixed guide way transit 
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system is probably the most feasible and reasonable way and 
time to do it. So any closing to pedestrians and vehicular 
closing only as approved by council and at such time as 
there is another vehicular route for the neighborhood. 

Cm. Cardenas suggested to Mrs. Sukup that a meeting be set 
at San Francisco Javier Church and that management from 
Union Pacific, Tex-Mex, and the Chief of Police be invited 
to attend this meeting. That ample public notice of this 
meeting be given to the residents of that area. 

X. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

12. Public hearing on amending the zoning ordinance (map) of the 
City of Laredo by rezoning Lots 39-52, Block 2, Heritage Park 
Subdivision, located at 913-930 Flag from R-1 (Single Family 
Residential District) to R-lMH (Single Family Manufactured 
Housing District); and that an ordinance be introduced. 

INTRODUCTION OF AN ORDINANCE 
Amending the zoning ordinance (map) of the City of Laredo by 
rezoning Lots 39-52, Block 2, Heritage Park Subdivision, 
located at 913-930 Flag from R-1 (Single Family Residential 
District) to R-lMH (Single Family Manufactured Housing 
District); providing for publication and effective date. 

Motion to open the public hearing. 

Moved : Cm. Perez 
Second: Cw. Moreno 
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

Marina Sukup, Planning Director, made the presentation before 
the council. 

There was no public input. 

Motion to close the public hearing and introduce the 
ordinance. 

Moved : Cm. Bruni 
Second: Cm. G. Perez 
For: 7 Against: 0 

Ordinance Introduction: Cm. Bruni 

Abstain: 0 

13. Public hearing on amending the zoning ordinance (map) of the 
City of Laredo by rezoning Lot 1, and the west 1/2 of Lot 2, 
Block 1700, Eastern Division, located at 2801 Galveston, from 
R-3 (Mixed Residential District) to B-1 (Limited Business 
District); and that an ordinance be introduced. 
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INTRODUCTION OF AN ORDINANCE 
Amending the zoning ordinance (map) of the City of Laredo by 
rezoning Lot 1, and the west 1/2 of Lot 2, Block 17 0 0, 
Eastern Division, located at 2801 Galveston, from R-3 (Mixed 
Residential District) to B-1 (Limited Business District) ; 
providing for publication and effective date. 

Motion to open the public hearing. 

Moved : Cm. Cardenas 
Second: Cm. G. Perez 
For: 7 

There was no public input. 

Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

Motion to close the public hearing and introduce the 
ordinance. 

Moved : Cm. Bruni 
Second: Cm. G. Perez 
For: 7 Against: 0 

Ordinance Introduction: Cm. Bruni 

Abstain: 0 

14. Public hearing on amending the zoning ordinance (map) of the 
City of Laredo by rezoning Lots 5 and 6, Block 1545, Eastern 
Division, located at 2620 Reynolds, from R-1 (Single Family 
Residential District) to R-2 (Multi-Family Residential 
District) ; and that an ordinance be introduced. 

INTRODUCTION OF AN ORDINANCE 
Amending the zoning ordinance (map) of the City of Laredo by 
rezoning Lots 5 and 6, Block 1545, Eastern Division, located 
at 2620 Reynolds, from R-1 (Single Family Residential 
District) to R-2 (Multi-Family Residential District) ; 
providing for publication and effective date. 

Motion to open the public hearing. 

Moved : Cm. G. Perez 
Second: Cm. Cardenas 
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

Marina Sukup, Planning Director, made the presentation before 
the City Council. 

Mr. Wayne Byrd, an adjoining property owner zoned R-1, wanted 
to know how lots 3 and 4 were split into zone R-2 and what 
quality of town homes will be built on the actual project. 

Mayor Ramirez stated that the owners of the lots next to his 
were present before council to request a zone change to the 
next level of density which is R-2 to go in there an build 
apartment town homes. 

14 
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Mr. Manuel Benavides, a resident of the Heights area, stated 
that as a property owner, both inside and outside the city, 
that he is increasingly sensitive to property rights issues, 
he sometimes sees unfairness toward persons who invest 
thousands of dollars in a property, pay many more taxes and 
are stiffen by restrictions when they try to get some of 
their investments back from these properties. He sympathizes 
with the land owner in favor of the zoning change, however he 
does not favor any endeavor which will decrease property 
values or esthetics, create congestions, pose a hazard to 
many students attending schools in the immediate area. In 
his opinion the apartment project being discussed would do 
just that due to the large number of units being proposed. 
He suggested that the development plans be provided showing 
fewer units, adequate green space, and off-street parking and 
that the design be of quality esthetics comparable to the 
surrounding neighborhood. He concluded by saying that with 
such plans provided, he would not have opposition to such 
development. 

Jesus Nava, Asiistant City Manager, stated that he is not 
within the 200 feet, but he is against the zone change 
request and presented a two minute video showing the 
conditions of the neighborhood area. He added he was not 
against multi-family housing what he is saying is that he 
would like to see quality development. 

Ms. Dinora Jacinto, property owner of lots 5 and 6, asked 
council for approval to the zone change request from R-1 to 
R-2 due to the fact that she is already surrounded by multi­
family properties and apartments. She asked for the same 
right that others have already gotten, and added that it is 
her understanding that Mr. Juan Martinez has signed the 
petition opposing these apartments, but it's ironic since he 
was the one that changed the zone and built eight apartments 
on his property which is next to hers. She doesn't under­
stand why the property owner from the property opposing hers 
is opposing, because he has a mobile home on his property and 
she does not want to put a mobile homes in her property, but 
apartments. She added that she can't understand why Mr. 
Jesus Nava, Assistant City Manager, which does not live 
within the 200 ft. , has gone out with his official position 
as Assistant City Manager and has promoted around the 
neighborhood opposing this. She feels that the bounds of 
just a resident in that area were exceeded with promoting his 
position as part of getting people to sign the petition. She 
went and talked to neighbors that had signed the petition and 
that they too had asked Mr. Nava why he had taken such a 
personal interest in this particular project being in the 
position that he holds. His position should be of one to 
help the public and not hurt the citizens because of the 
development that has taken place around her property. 

15 
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She would like to know if Mr. Nava has gone out and 
petitioned to oppose other projects throughout the city as a 
citizen or only her neighborhood which is the neighborhood 
that he lives in. Ms. Jacinto does not understand why Mr. 
Nava has taken such personal interest in this particular 
project so much that he has formulated a petition and has 
gone to solicit signatures in this petition and wants to know 
if this kind of action is just and ethical. She requested 
that City Council take into consideration what was before 
them in an impartial and just way and that the right action 
be taken on this issue. 

Mr. Eluterio Garza stated that he saw Mr. Nava bring in 47 
signatures, and that more than half of the people would be 
affected if this project does not go through, he was in favor 
or the zone change. He added that this is a reasonable 
request, that they are surrounded by apartments, he 
questioned Mr. Nava's involvement which intrudes in the 
council's decision because it forces the council to take 
action that probably would not be fair. 

Mrs. Yolanda Cantu stated that she is totally in agreement 
with what Ms. Jacinto stated and was in favor of the project. 

Cm. Bruni stated that he had a list of 47 signatures that 
were against this zone change and he that he had already 
received 10 to 15 calls that were against this zone change. 
He wanted like to know how many of the people that were 
present, that are for the project, live in the immediate 
neighborhood? 

The answer from the audience was one (1). 

Cm. Bruni stated that since there are problems in that 
neighborhood pertaining to apartments and there are problems 
in the apartments that face Arkansas Street, he wouldn't want 
to increase the number of residents in that area to a point 
that would adversely affect the people that live there. 

Motion to close the public hearing, table this item, and set 
a meeting with both parties along with Mr. Nava and others 
concerned who will be impacted by this project to see the 
pros and cons and that this item be brought before council on 
October 23rd for consideration. 

Moved : Cm. Bruni 
Second: Cm. G. Perez 
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

15. Public hearing on amending the zoning ordinance (map) of the 
City of Laredo by rezoning Lot 5, Block 559, Eastern 
Division, located at 915 Rosario, from R-2 (Multi-Family 
Residential District) to R-3 (Mixed Residential District); 
and that an ordinance be introduced. 

16 
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INTRODUCTION OF AN ORDINANCE 
Amending the zoning ordinance (map) of the City of Laredo by 
rezoning Lot 5, Block 559, Eastern Division, located at 915 
Rosario, from R-2 (Multi-Family Residential District) to R-3 
(Mixed Residential District) ; providing for publication and 
effective date. 

Motion to open the public hearing. 

Moved : Cm. G. Perez 
Second: Cm. Cardenas 
For: 7 

There was no public input. 

Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

Motion to close the public hearing and introduce the 
ordinance. 

Moved : Cm. Casso 
Second: Cm. G. Perez 
For: 7 Against: 0 

Ordinance Introduction: Cm. Casso 

Abstain: 0 

16. Public hearing on amending the ordinance (map) of the City of 
Laredo by rezoning 79.698 acres, out of Porcion 21 and 22, 
and Survey 2415, Abstracts 49, 277, and 3 309, further 
described by metes and bounds, located west of the McPherson 
Road extension and south of the Bob Bullock Loop, from AG 
(Agricultural District) to Rl-A (Single Family Reduced Area 
District) ; and that an ordinance be introduced. 

INTRODUCTION OF AN ORDINANCE 
Amending the ordinance (map) of the City of Laredo by 
rezoning 79.698 acres, out of Porcion 21 and 22, and Survey 
2415, Abstracts 49, 27 7, and 3 309, further described by metes 
and bounds, located west of the McPherson Road extension and 
south of the Bob Bullock Loop, from AG (Agricultural 
District) to Rl-A (Single Family Reduced Area District) ; 
providing for publication and effective date. 

Motion to open the public hearing. 

Moved : Cm. G. Perez 
Second: Cm. Cardenas 
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

Mr. Harry Jewett, representing the developer, spoke in favor 
and would answer any questions from the council. 

Motion to close the public hearing and introduce the 
ordinance. 
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XI. 

Moved : Cm. Guerra 
Second: Cm. G. Perez 
For : 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

Ordinance Introduction: Cm. Guerra 

17. Public hearing on amending the ordinance (map) of the City of 
Laredo by rezoning 2.296 acres, out of Porcion 22, Abstract 
277, further described by metes and bounds, located west of 
the McPherson Road extension and south of the Bob Bullock 
Loop, from AG (Agricultural District) to B-1 (Limited 
Business District) ; and that an ordinance be introduced. 

INTRODUCTION OF AN ORDINANCE 
Amend�ng the ordinance (map) of the City of Laredo by 
rezoning 2.296 acres, out of Porcion 22, Abstract 277, 
further described by metes and bounds, located west of the 
McPherson Road extension and south of the Bob Bullock Loop, 
from AG (Agricultural District) to B-1 (Limited Business 
District) ; providing for publication and effective date. 
Motion to open the public hearing. 

Moved : Cm. G. Perez 
Second: Cm. Cardenas 
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0 

Mr. Harry Jewett, representing the property owner, appeared 
before the council to answer any questions. 

Motion to close the public hearing and introduce the 
ordinance. 

Moved . Cm. Guerra . 

Second: Cm. Cardenas 
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 

Ordinance Introduction: Cm. Guerra 

ADJOURNMENT 

Motion to adjourn. 

Moved . Cm. G. Perez . 

Second: Cm. Cardenas 
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 

Adjournment time: 7: 05 P.M. 

18 

0 

0 



M95-R-27 M I N U T E S SEPTEMBER 25, 1995 

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE ABOVE MINUTES CONTAINED IN PAGES 01 TO 19 ARE 
TRUE COMPLETE AND CORRECT PROCEEDINGS OF THE SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL 
MEETING HELD ON THE 25TH DAY OF SEPTEMBER 1995. A CERTIFIED COPY IS 
ON FILE AT THE CITY SECRETARY'S OFFICE. 

MINUTES PREPARED BY: DELIA RODRIGUEZ, DEPUTY CITY SECRETARY II 

MINUTES APPROVED ON: OCTOBER 2, 1995 

CORRECTIONS: 
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