
January 13, 987 M I Nu ·r s 

CITY OF LAREDO 

LAREDOt TEXAS 

SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

EL MERCADO MEETING 

2nd FLOORt 500 FLORES AVE+ 

5t00 P+ M+ 

AGENDA NO: M87-S-43 Minutes DATE: DECEMBER 7t1987 

IN ATTENDANCEt 

AL.DO T(.:iTANGEL.O, MAYOR 

JACINTO P. JUAREZ, COUNCILMEMBER, DISTRICT II 

SAUL N. RAMIREZ ;- ,JR• , If If III t 

ENl;;:I[�UE ''HENRY'' TRE'v1IND, II II V t 

DAtJID p CORTEZ ,. 
II II VI ·,. t 

,JOSE f�h Vf�LDE:Z., II II VII t 

,JOHN PETER MONTALVO;- If II VIII t 

HOFnENCI,; C. GONZf�LEZ, CITY SECRETARY 

MARVIN TOWNSEND ;- CITY MANAGER (arrived 5t20 P.M.) 

FLORENCIO PENA, ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER 

SANTOS BENAVIDES, crnJNCILMEMBERt DISl�ICT I 

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE: 

MARK PRITCHARD, GENERAL MANAGER, EL ME�RO 

DOi,,.INTOt.,JN MERCl-·lf.�NTSt DENNIS NIXON 

LARHY NORTON 

FEHN!�NDO SAL. I NAS 

1:mBERT LEVY 

BRAD Jt-,Cl<SON 

1:;:osA BURGESS 

�JOSEPH GAi... VAN 

AS WELL AS OTI�ER MERCHANTS 

I. MAYOR TO CALL THE MEETING TO ORDER+ 

With a quorum present, Mayor Aldo Tatangelo called 

the meeting to order+ 

II. PUBLIC HEARING TO CONSIDER TI�RMINATION OF 

TROLLEY SERVICE WHia➔ HAS OPERATED ON FRIDAYt 

SATURDAY, AND SUNDAY IN THE DOWNTOWN AREA SINCE 

OCTOBER, 1986. THE SERVICE HAS BEEN SUPPORTED 

BY PAYMENTS FFWM DOWNTOWN BUSINESSES AND Bf�NKS 

($12,600) AND l�E FEDERAL GOVERNMENT'S URBAN 

MASS TRANSF�RTATION ADMINISTRATION. RENEWAL 

COMMITMENTS FROM LOCAL SPONSORS HAVE NOT BEEN 

PECEIVED 1 THJ:S TYPE OF HEf.'.iHING IS F-:E(�Uii=�ED BY 
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FEDERAL REGULATIONS BEFORE TRANSIT SERVICE IS 

REI�CED OR ELIMINATED+ 

Mr+ Larry Nortont l.cH:a I. m,::n-c:hant, p,-esented a 

memorandum with a list of financial support 

from private businesses. 

Mr. George Talamas, Mr. Andres Ramos, and Mr. 

Dennis Nixon, in�uired as to the purpose of the 

meeting and as to wh�t the city has done for 

the trolley service+ 

Ms. Rosa Gutierrez, stated that she was with 

Mercado merchants to support tr olleys. 

City Manager Marvin Townsend stated that Mayor 

Tatangelo could not sign as Mayor on Mer cado 

due to conflict of inter est. 

Counc:i i.m<:1n R,:}mi·cez, �Jr .. f?Xpl .. ,inecl that he Wclnts 

to keep the program alive, but merchants are 

needed to participate. He further stated that 

a local bank wi LL grant $1,800. 

Mr+ Mark FYitchard, EL Metro, stated that several 

entities wanted to participate. 

Counci Lman Montalvo suggested to keep the trolleys 

and to extend routes on San Bernardo to several 

Motion to continue with Trolley service and to; 

(1) reduce Friday's and Sunday's service; 

(2) possibi Lity of increasing the fare from +10¢ 

(3) that all downtown merchants be approached for 

(4) to include expansion of r oute to San Bernardo: 

Ramirez t ,Jr·. 

Second: Montalvo 

Councilman Trevino stated that incentives should be 

re�uested and accepted from all interested parties+ 

Counci Lman Ramirez amended the motion to consider 

a promotional package pfogram for Hotel/Motels 

to participate in a token purchased at a discount 

price '::,o, that, tht�Y can provide their cl.ientel.e wi·th. 
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Counci Lman Montalvo accepted. 

Councilman Juarez cited that other activities �,ould 

be Looked into to expand the trolley ser vice. 

Counci Lman Ramir ez, Jr . r ecommended that the Trans­

portation Committee r eview all possible alternatives 

to maximize the u.ti Lization of the tr olley service. 

Mr. Salomon Johnson offered suggestions, for example, 

getting a free coke with a trolley ride, and also 

suggested birthday parties aboar d the tr olley. 

Fort 6 

III. ADJOU�NMENT 

Motion to adjourn: Ramir ez, Jr . 

Se:c:ond i t..)a id,22: 

For! 6 

Adjournment was at 5:45 P.M. 

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT ABOVE MINUTES CONTAINED IN PAGES 01 TO 03 

ARE TRUE, COMPLETE, AND CORRECT PROCEEDINGS OF THE SPECIAL CITY 

COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON DECEMBER 7, 1987. A CERTIFIED COPY IS 

ON FILE IN THE CITY SECRETARY'S OFFICE+ 
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