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V E R B A T I M 

September 17, 1985 

Agenda No. 85-R-37 

Item V-(G) 

I t em V ( G ) PRES ENT AT I ON S - Re q u es t th t C i t y Co u n c i l i n tr o duce 

a Resolution to Senator John Traeger re�ard"nq this recent negative 

statements damaging to the economic well-be"ng of the southern border 

area. (Mr. Rolando Herrera, President of C ntral Labor Council). 

MR. ROLANDO HERRERA: Gentlemen, I'd like 
we have been tal�ng a 
positive imaqe of Lar 
think that we are ver 
happened recently, th 
you as, you know, hea 
dictating policy or w 
going to read it for 
that are here and the 
read the followina le 
Tatangelo and Council 
lieve that statements 
recently are damaging 
to this community: 

l. They have the pot 
tourist from visi 
of our major indu 
more, prospective 
hesitate from loc 
the uncertainty o 

o read this to, you know, 
out advertisement and 
do and so forth. And I 

much concerned of what 
t we decided to come to 
ing the City in charge of 
atever. Gentlement, I am 
he benefit of those people 
news media. (Mr. Herrera 
ter addressed to Mayor 
embers). We strongly be­
by Senator Traeger made 
in the following manner 

ntial to prevent tourism, 
ing our city, hurting one 
try in the city. Further­
business industry might 
ting in the area due to 

the future. 

2. Such a statements are not beinq taken lively 
by our most impor ant neighbors, which is 
Mexico, this can nly lead to alienation. 

3. Remarks of racial zation are not offensive 
to citizens of me ican-american decent. 
Due to elective o ficials we urge you to 
take action and c ntact the Senator to re­
frain from making further remarks which stand 
to aggravate soci l and economic well being 
of our city. A l  tter of resolution in behalf 
is in order. 

Also, I might ad that the bottom line that 
we are doing this, is because we are concerned 
about the unemploymen rate in the city. As we 
know, we had this rat for many years and we also 
have the lowest wage, not only in the state, but 
the nation. So again we are askinq on your be­
half, and again our p sition is that you as 1 

elective officials sh uld, you know, take some 
action you deem neces ary. And attached are the 
articles that appeare , this appeared November, 
uh, August 28th and t is was the front page of 
the San Antonio Expre s. O.K? Well, I guess 
most everybody here h s seen it. lJell, there 
are some statements t at are very negative, as 
I mentioned. And the , again on September the 
9th we had another ne .ative comments made in 
Miami by Mr. Traeger nd of course, the UPI and 



VERBAT IM 
September 17, 1 985 
I tem V-(G) 
Page -2-

so forth, and it has been making headlines. I 
understand that he is going to be here Thursday 
to be w ith one of th radio stations and uh . .. 
and again we are asking that you address this 
matter, and again, r peating we need jobs in this 
community, and leave it at that. And·so I thank 
you, and we will be keeping in touch. 

MAYOR ALDO TATANGELO: O.K. ----Yea, go ahead. 

CO LI N C I I  L MAN SAU L N . RAM I R E Z , J R . : I t h i n k i t s r ea 11 y a b s u rd ,· i f we 1 o o k 
at what is said and see this article 
and what goes in there, but you go a 
few paragraphs down and you touch on 
statements that were made such as the 
one that suggests to the mexican govern­
ment that they practice some kind of 
population control, until they begin 
to accept some kind of social res­
ponsibility. I think, in essence, its 
a very irresponsible statement. 

MAYOR ALDO TATANGELO: Alright, 0.K. I don 1 t know what he was thinking. 

COUNC ILMAN SAUL N. RAMIREZ, JR.: What he was thinking is right there. 

COUNC ILMAN JOSE A. VALDEZ: Mayor, I don't see that our esteemed public 
reoresentatives in Austin, should be making 
these kind of statements. Not because of 
of the tourism or what have you, but simply 
you just don't make those kind of statements 
about anybody. But this resolution I don't 
think is strong enough Mayor, why don't we 
just tell him he is not welcomed there? 
A 11 this thing is just t e 11 in g him, " hey 
fellow, you are making us angry" is not 
good enough. 

MAYOR ALDO TATANGELO: I don 1 t know what he was thinking. Sure said 
the wrong things. 

COUNC ILMAN JOSE A. VALDEZ: Mayor, Mayor, very few people know that, 
not just Mexican-Americans but other mino­
rities have had to struggle to the same 
k ind of discri ination, insults, and all 
these abuses in the United States. But 
those people took their stand up in the 
East, and you know I am talking about your 
people, all those people. I think its time 
that we should just try to act, and I think 
that 1 s just one good thing I like about the 
new national, hatever his name is, of MAD, 
Bonilla, because he is telling it like it 
is, and he tells them that he means it. 
And if we star , I think that we should be 
a little bid stronger, just tell him he is 
not welcome he e. 
And I so move to that effect. 
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COUN CILMAN JOHN PETER MONTALVO: Second. 

COUNC ILMAN SAUL N.  RAMIREZ, JR.: Totally i rresponsible, on the part 
of the Senator. 

MAYOR ALDO TATANGELO: I have a motion and a second. Question? 
All those in favor? Against? That 1 s it. 
Passed 

(NOTE: The Mayor asked for a voice vote a d  ruled that the motion 
had passed. 
Councilman David R. Cortez was tern orarily out. ) 


