
State of Texas X 

County of Webb X 

City of Laredo X 

On this the 1st day of April, 1980, the City Council of Laredo, Texas, convened 

in regular meeting at Conference Rooms l and 2 of the Laredo Civic Center at 7:30 

o'clock P.M., with the following members thereof present, to-wit: 

ALDO TATANGELO MAYOR 

ROBERTO FLORES 

CARLOS A. ZUNIGA 

GUILLERMO BENAVIDES 

ANDRES RAMOS, JR. 

ENRIQUE TREVINO 

JOE A. GUERRA 

FELIPE SANCHEZ, JR. 

GUSTAVO GUEVARA, JR. 

EUSTORGIO PEREZ 

ABSENT: Alderman Vidal Cantu, Jr. 

* 

ALDERMEN 

CITY SECRETARY 

CITY ATTORNEY 

With a quorum present, the following proceedings were carried out: 

* 

The minutes of the Special City Council meetings of February 25th, March 11th, 

20th, 21st and 24th, 1980 were presented for approval. Alderman Trevino made a 

motion to approve the minutes as read. Alderman Flores seconded the motion and all 

were in favor. 

* 

Mr. J.R. Esparza, Tax Collector, made a presentation on the State Attorney 

General 
1

s opinion of House Bill H-1308 dated Dec. 27, 1978. This bill makes refer­

ence to Article 7150f, V.T.C.S., known as the Freeport Law, 

In summary, the opinion states that Article 7150f, V.T.C.S., would probably be 

held by our courts to be unconstitutional. Mr. Esparza requested that a committee be 

formed to look into providing taxation on property, temporarily in the state. 

No reply was given to his request. 

* 

Mr. George Salazar, City Comptroller, made his presentation to the City Council. 

The following Appropriation Ordinance was presented for approval to the City Council. 

Mayor Tatangelo introduced an Appropriation Ordinance and Alderman Sanchez made 
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a motion that it be passed. Whereupon said Ordinance was read in full; the motion, 

carrying with it the passage of the ordinance, was seconded by Alderman Benavides and 

prevailed by the following vote: 

YEAS: Aldermen Flores, Zuniga, Benavides, Ramos, Trevino, Guerra and Sanchez. 

NAYS: None. 

AN APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE 

AUTHORIZING AND APPROVING THE PAYMENT OF CERTAIN DEBTS OWED 
BY THE CITY OF LAREDO TO CERTAIN PAYEES, OUT OF THE FUNDS 
OF THE CITY OF LAREDO, TEXAS, FOR MATERIALS, EQUIPMENT, WORK 
AND/OR SERVICES PREVIOUSLY RENDERED. 

Payee/Description Amount 

Ernst & Whinney $6,085.00 
Services rendered from Feb. 1-29, 1980 
Per letters and aqreement dated Aug.11 , 

1978 and May 11: 1979. 

Ernst & Whinney 350.00 
Services rendered through Feb. 29, 1980 
Laredo International Airport 

Ernst & Whinney 
Services rendered thro�gh February, 1980 
International Toll Bridge System Revenue 

Bonds 

Foremost Paving, Inc. 
CDA Street Improvements, Phase IX 
Construction Estimate No.4 

for period ending March 31, 1980 

450.00 

l08, 900.00 

Fund 

General 

Airport 

Bridge 

The Mayor declared in open meeting that the Ordinance had passed. 

* 

Honore Ligarde on behalf of the Laredo National Bank appeared before the City 

Council for the purpose of registering an objection to the proposed acquisition of the 

block lying immediately east of the City Hall block, as to the site for the proposed 

downtown transit terminal . 

Mr. Ligarde requested that the Council consider another site for the proposed 

downtown transit termi'na l . Hi's reasons for th i's we:re that t' {l] the s·tte h�d hj�tor\'-'· 

cal value (2) the cost of the acqui'sftion would be htgh and (3) tt would c,re�te· trafftc 

congestion. 

The Mayor stated that the Cfty· Counci.l hqd gone on record tn s:e·l ecti:ng the pro-­

posed si.te and that changing the site would be vey,y- diffi'cult, 

Mr, Robinson, Traffi'c Coordinator, stated that his studi'es: indicated that the 

transit terminal would not generate he,wy trafftc tf the te:rmi'nal were-located on the 

block east of Ctty Hall, 
\ 

There was no forma,l acti:on taken on thts Hem,. 

* 

Mr. Carlos Gonzalez of the Laredd Legal Atd Socfety appe:qre-d before· the Ctty 
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Council, on behalf of the Food Stamp recipients:, to get Counctl approval on a Res:ol u .... 
.,·, 

tion from the City. The Res·olution would endorse H.B.-,-51309 without amendments and 

then send said Resolution to State and Federal Congressmen� urging them to vote in 

favor of said bfll, 

Mr. Carlos Gonzalez� Paralegal Aid� stated that the people of Laredo need the 

$1,000,000 that are befog received for food stamp ass·istance and th.at if s·omethi.'ng ts­

not done; thts atd may be cut. He requested that the Ci.'ty Council take steps to allow 

the continuation of the food stamp assistance. 

Alderman Fl ores. made a motion to approve a Res·ol uti.on s:upporttng the conti.nuat 'ion 

of the Food Stamp Program and that i.t be sent to the Congressmen, A 1 derman Ramos se.,,. 

conded the moti.on and it wa,s prevailed by the foll owtng vote: 

YEAS; Aldermen Flores, Zuniga, Benavides, Ramos� Trevino and Sanchez� 

NAYS: None ... 

ABSTAIN: Alderman Guerra •. 

* 

Next WqS a request by the Taxi.:cab Owners Association to appear before the City 

Counci.l to request local i'ntervention on il 1 egal competttion from omnious·es· and other 

unauthorized veh.tcl es from Mexi.co. 

No one was present from the Taxicab Owners Ass:ociatton to make a presentati.on on 

their complaint, The Mayor and Ctty Council referred thi·s matter to tne Police Chtef, 

Vi.ctor Garci'a._ He was ins·tructed to get together wi.tn tne members of the Taxicab 

Owners Assoctation. 

* 

The restdents of the Farias Netghborhood requested to c1ppear before the Ci.ty 

Councn to present a petiti.on for Council adoption of an Ordinance pl acing a temporary 

mori tori.um on non--restdentia 1 bui'l ding permits· to block. l 049.� W tD., which is adjacent 

to Farias Elementary School, 

Mr. Raul Vasquez, local attorney, represented the residents of the Farias Neigh­

borhood. He requested that a temporary moritorium be approved to stop the construction 

of a warehouse which would bring in heavy traffic, until an alternative truck route be 

selected. The building would be adjacent to the Farias Elementary School on Chicago 

Street and it would present safety hazards to the school children. The property des­

cribed is block 1048 and 1049 W.D. 

The City Attorney stated that if this area was to be declared spot zoning it would 

be illegal to place a moritorium. If there was a compeling interest a moritorium could 

be passed. 
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Mr. Robinson, Traffic Coordinator, stated that he was planning to introduce and 

ordinance, which would prohibit trucks on Chicago Street and would provide for an al­

ternate route. He stated that that was not the only area where he had heavy truck 

traffic problems. 

Alderman Flores made a motion to pass the Ordinance approving the temporary 

moritorium with an amendment to include bl,ock 1048, H.D., also. Alderman Sanchez se­

conded the motion and it was prevailed by the following vote: 

YEAS: None 

NAYS: Aldermen Flores, Zuniga, Benavides, Ramos, Trevino, Guerra and Sanchez. 

The motion died, therefore the Ordinance failed to be passed. 

Another motion was made by Alderman Trevino to instruct the Chief of Police to 

enforce the no truck route on Chicago Street, west of Santa.Mar'i a . The motion was 

seconded by Alderman Zuniga and prevailed by the fo 11 owing vote: 

YEAS: Aldermen Flores, Zuniga, Benavides, Ramos� Trevino, Guerra and Sanchez. 

NAYS: None. 

* 

The International Brotherhood of Police Officers and the Laredo Police Officers 

Association requested to appear before the City Council to negotiate the IBPO contract. 

Mr. Pete Martinez III, President of the Laredo Police Officers Association, requested 

that the City Council meet with the Association to bargain for the renewal of their 

contract. 

The Mayor stated that a meeting be held with them on April 18, 1980 at 2:30 P.M. 

at the City Council Chambers. 

* 

The following was an Ordinance awarding of bid for twenty-two (22) non-registering 

fare boxes for use by the Laredo Municipal Transit System and authorizing the Mayor to 

execute the necessary contract and/or purchase order. 

The Ordinance was introduced and Alderman Guerra made a motion that it be passed. 

Whereupon said Ordinance was read in full; the motion, carrying with it the passage of 

the ordinance, was seconded by Alderman Sanchez and prevailed by the following vote: 

YEAS: Aldermen Flores, Zuniga, Benavides, Ramos, Trevino, Guerra and Sanchez. 

NAYS: None. 

A�! ORDINANCE 

ACCEPTING THE BIDS FOR TWENTY-TWO (22) NON REGISTERING 
FARE BOXES FOR USE OF THE LAREDO MUNICIPAL TRANSIT SYS­
TEM AND FURTHER AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE THE 
NECESSARY CONTRACTS AND/OR PURCHASE ORDERS. 

The Mayor declared in open meeting that the ordinance had passed. 
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* 

Next was a public hearing on Revenue Sharing Funds and City Council action on 

reappropriation of Federal Funds as of June 30, 1979 and appropriating unobligated 

funds as of June 30, 1979. George Salazar, City Comptroller� made the presentation. 

Alderman Ramos made a motion to approve the Ordinance with the following amend­

ment. An amendment authorizing C.D.A., the Comptroller, and the Mayor to make any 

changes in the funds as needed for the Human Resources Programs. Whereupon said 

Ordinance was read in full; the motion, carrying with it the passage of the ordinance, 

was seconded by Alderman Trevino and prevailed by the following vote: 

YEAS: Aldermen Flores, Zuniga, Benavides, Ramos, Trevino, Guerra and Sanchez. 

NAYS: None. 

AN ORDINANCE 

ADOPTING A BUDGET FOR THE CITY OF LAREDO, TEXAS FOR 
THE EXPENDITURE OF FEDERAL REVENUE SHARING FUNDS 
RECEIVED BY THE CITY OF LAREDO ON THE FIRST THROUGH 
TENTH ENTITLEMENTS AND NOW REAPPROPRIATING SAID FUNDS 
AND APPROPRIATING UNOBLIGATED FUNDS IN SAID ENTITLE­
MENTS, INCLUDING ELEVENTH ENTITLEMENT UNOBLIGATED 
FUNDS AND THE ANTICIPATED INTEREST EARNINGS FOR ALL 
ENTITLEMENTS AND APPROPRIATING THE AMOUNT THEREOF FOR 
THE ITEMS LISTED IN SAID BUDGET. 

The Mayor declared in open meeting that the ordinance had passed. 

* 

City Council approval was requested on change of name of Twin City Meat Company 

lease to "Rio Meat Company" as per previous lease approved by ordinance on March 18, 

1980. 

Alderman Zuniga made a motion that the resolution be adopted. Alderman Flores 

seconded the motion and all were in favor. 

* 

Ramon Garza, Director of Parks and Recreation Department, requested City Council 

action on an ordinance to close the 2800 block of Piedra China and 200 block of North 

New York Street to make this property part of Colbert Park. 

This item was tabled. 

* 

Mr. Carmino Puopolo, Public Works Director, made a presentation on the rearrang­

ing of the work for the Sanitation Division. 

Mr. Puopolo stated that the purpose for the rearranging of the work week schedule 

was to provide more time to serve the public more efficiently. It would also cut costs 

in fuel and manhours. He plans to impose a 4 day work week with a 10 hour work day. 

With this plan he hopes to reduce the garbage collection personnel from 75 to 51 

employees. The excess workers would be transferred to other divisions within the Public 
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Works Department. 

No formal action was needed on this item. 

* 

Mr. Arturo Maldonado appeared before the City Council to appeal his job termina­

tion by Carmina Puopolo, Public Works Director. Alderman Sanchez made a motion to go 

into Executive Session. Alderman Trevino seconded the motion and all were in favor. 

After the Executive Session, Alderman Zuniga made a motion to accept the resigna­

tion of Mr. Arturo Maldonado. Alrlerman Guerra seconded the motion and all were in 

favor. 

* 

The Planning and Zoning Commission requested City Council acceptance of concept 

on the trade of lots l through 6, and north portion of lots 7 through 12 of block 

1571 E.D., for the South portion of the R.0.W. (55 1 56') of Louisiana Ave. adjacent 

to lot 7 of block 1571 E.D. If approved a specific survey and ordinance will be pre­

sented at a later date. 

Mr. Wallers Poage, representing Mr. Mike Villarreal, appeared before the City 

Council. He stated that Mr .. Vi.llarreal was willing to trade lots 1-6 of block 1571, 

E.D., for the south portion of Louisiana Ave. adjacent to lot 7 of block 1571, E.D. 

The lots traded to the City could become part of the Dryden Park. 

Alderman Sanchez made a motion to adopt the Resolution. Alderman Flores seconded 

the motion and all were in favor. 

* 

Ricardo De Anda, Assistant City Attorney, requested authorization to employ real 

estate appraisal services for the appraisal of block 48, in the Calton Gardens Subdivi­

sion. 

Alderman Zuniga made a motion to adopt the resolution. Alderman Sanchez seconded 

the motion and all were in favor. 

* 

Next was an ordinance adopting the U.S. Conference of Mayors Deferred Compensation 

Program and establishing the City of Laredo Deferred Compensation Plan. 

Alderman Sanchez made a moti.on that the Ordinance be passed. Whereupon said 

Ordinance was read in full; the motion, carrying with it the passage of the Ordinance, 

was seconded by Alderman Flores and prevailed by the following vote: 

YEAS: Aldermen Flores, Zuniga, Benavides, Ramos, Trevino, Guerra and Sanchez. 

NAYS: None. 

AN ORDINANCE 

ADOPTING THE U.S. CONFERENCE OF MAYORS DEFERRED COM­
PENSATION PROGRAM AND ESTABLISHING THE CITY OF LAREDO 
DEFERRED COMPENSATION PLAN. 



The Mayor declared in open meeting that the ordinance had passed. 

* 

The following item was an ordinance approving 3rd Party Funding contract with 

various organizations and authorizing the Mayor to execute contracts with said or­

ganizations. 

Alderman Trevino made a motion that the ordinance be passed. These contracts 

would be for services rendered from July l, 1979 to June 30, 1980 with the same type 

of contract as per 1978-1979. The motion was seconded by Alderman Sanchez and pre­

vailed by the following vote: 

YEAS: Aldermen Flores, Zuniga, Benavides, Ramos, Trevino, Guerra and Sanchez. 

NAYS: None. 

AN ORDINANCE 

AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE CONTRACTS WITH MERCY 
HOSPITAL, RUTHE B. COWL REHABILITATION CENTER, BOY�s 
CLUB, ANIMAL PROTECTIVE SOCIETY, SACRED HEART CHILDREN tS 
HOME, LA FRONTERA HALFWAY HOUSE, VICTORY OUTREACH, TEXAS 
NATIONAL GUARD AND GREATER LAREDO DEVELOPMENT FOUNDATION. 

The Mayor declared in open meeting that the ordinance had passed. 

* 

Mr, Carlos Mejia: City Engineer, requested a City Council resolution directing 

the Laredo Water Works Board to expedite and give preference to the relocation of 

utility lines necessitated by the City�s Paving Program. 

Alderman Ramos requested that the resolution include that the next meeting of the 

Water Works Board be held at 5:30 P.M. so that the City Council could attend. The 

purpose would be to approach the Board on the problem the City faces with the relocation 

delay of the underground utility and the possibility of losing federal funds. 

Alderman Ramos made a motion to adopt the resolution. The motion was seconded by 

Alderman Sanchez and prevailed by the following vote: 

YEAS: Aldermen Flores, Zuniga, Benavides, Ramos, Trevino, Guerra and Sanchez. 

NAYS: None. 

The Resolution was adopted. 

* 

Next was a reques.t by the City Attorney for executive sesston to discuss pending 

litigation of Benavides Vs. City of Laredo. Art'icl e 526---17 Section 2 (e). 

Alderman Trevino made a motion to 90 into Executive Session.. The motion was se­

conded by Alderman Ramos and all were in favor. 

After the Executive Session the City Attorney stated that he had brought the City 

Council up-to-date on this case. 
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A resolution was introduced naming Mr Hector X. Gutierrez as a replacement for 

Mr. Alejandro De Luna on the City Planning & Zoning Commission and also City Council 

confirmation. 

This item was tabled by ithe Mayor. 

* 

The following was a request by Alderman Sanchez and Alderman Ramos to instruct the 

City Comptroller, Jorge Salazar, to furnish necessary information as to the City's 

financial position in order to proceed with bargaining procedures with Firemen and 

Pol icemen. 

This item was tabled by Alderman Sanchez. 

* 

An ordinance was introduced authorizing the expenditure of $4,500 from the General 

Funds as special fees payable to Murray Malakoff f6r services to be rendered in April, 

May and June of 1980 as Special City Attorney in charge of Municipal Court. 

Alderman Guerra made a motion that the Ordinance be passed. Whereupon said ordi­

nance was read in full; the motion, carrying with it the passage of the Ordinance, was 

seconded by Alderman Zuniga and prevailed by the following vote: 

YEAS: Aldermen Flores, Zuniga, Benavides, Ramos, Trevino, Guerra and Sanchez. 

NAYS: None. 

AN ORDINANCE 

AUTHORIZING THE EXPENDITURE OF $4,500.00 FROM THE 
GENERAL FUND AS SPECIAL FEES PAYABLE TO MURRAY 
MALAKOFF FOR SERVICES TO BE RENDERED IN APRIL, MAY 
AND JUNE OF 1980 AS SPECIAL CITY ATTORNEY IN CHARGE 
OF MUNICIPAL COURT. 

The Mayor declared in open meeting that the ordinance had passed. 

* 

Hith no further business to discuss Alderman Trevino made a motion to adjourn the 

meeting. The motion was seconded by Alderman Sanchez. The meeting adjourned at 11 :00 

P.M. 
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