
State of Texas 0 

County of Webb � 

City of Laredo 0 

On this the 16th day of September, 1980, the City Council of 

Laredo, Texas convened in regular meeting at the Laredo Civic Center 

Conference Rooms 1 and 2 at 7:30 o'clock P.M. with the following 

members thereof present, to-wit: 

ALDO TATANGELO 

CARLOS A, ZUNIGA 

GUILLERMO BENAVIDES 

ANDRES RAMOS, JR, 

ENRIQUE TREVINO 

JOE A. GUERRA 

FELIPE SANCHEZ, JR. 

GUSTAVO GUEVARA, JR, 

EUSTORGIO PEREZ 

MAYOR 

ALDERMEN 

CITY SECRETARY 

CITY ATTORNEY 

ABSENT: Aldermen Roberto Flores and Vidal Cantu, Jr. 

* 

With a quorum present, the following proceedings were carried 

out: 

* 

The minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting of September 2, 1980 

and the minutes of the Special City Council Meeting of September 8 and 

10, 1980 were presented for approval. Alderman Trevino made a motion 

to approve the minutes as read. Alderman Zuniga seconded the motion 

and all were in favor. 

* 

Mr. Jorge Salazar presented the following Appropriation Ordinance 

for City Council approval. 

Alderman Sanchez made a motion to adopt the ordinance. Whereupon 

said ordinance was read in full; the motion, carrying with it the 

passage of the ordinance, was seconded by Alderman Zuniga and prevailed 

by the following vote: 



YEAS: Aldermen Zuniga, Benavides, Ramos, Trevino, Guerra 

and Sanchez. 

NAYS: None. 

AN ORDINANCE 

AUTHORIZING AND APPROVING THE PAYMENT OF CERTAIN 
DEBTS OWED BY THE CITY OF LAREDO TO CERTAIN PAYEES, 
OUT OF THE FUNDS OF THE CITY OF LAREDO, TEXAS FOR 
MATERIALS EQUIPMENT, WORK AND/OR SERVICES PREVI­
OUSLY RENDERED. 

Payee/Description AMOUNT 

Milton F. Menking $ 2,232.00 
Contract Agreement 
ADAP Project No. 6048-0136-03 
Laredo Int'l Airport Pavement Overlay 

Ashley, Humphries & Partners 
Professional Services 
Fire Station #7 

Better Construction 
Application No. 5 
Fire Station #& 

Ernest & Whinney 
Professional Services 
July 1, 1980 - July 31, 1980 

Ernest & Whinney 
Professional Services 
Local Public Works Project 

966,00 

68,257.80 

15,427.00 

770.00 

FUND 

FAA-ADAP 

FRS 

FRS 

General 

General 

The Mayor declared in open meeting that the ordinance had passed. 

* 

Alderman Zuniga made a motion to move item #6 to #4. Alderman 

Sanchez seconded the motion and all were in favor. 

The item was discussion and Council action concerning additional 

employees to the Tax Collector's Office. 

Mr. J. R. Esparza, Tax Collector, requested two (2) additional 

employees at $14,500 added monies to the budget. Alderman Sanchez 

stated that the two (2) employees will have to be full-time employees 

to comply with the City Council policy that the City does not employ 

part-time employees. 

Alderman Zuniga made a motion to adopt the ordinance. Alderman 

Sanchez seconded the motion and all were in favor, 

AN ORDINANCE 

AMENDING THE FISCAL YEAR 1980-1981 BUDGET 
TO ADD $14,500.00 TO THE BUDGET OF THE CITY 
TAX COLLECTOR'S OFFICE FOR SALARY OF TWO (2) 
ADDITIONAL EMPLOYEES. 

The Mayor declared in open meeting that the ordinance had passed. 

* 

Mayor, Aldo Tatangelo, at this time relinquished his position to 

the Mayor Pro-tern, Carlos Zuniga. 
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- THE MAYOR LEFT AT THIS TIME. -

* 

Mayor Pro-tern, Carlos Zuniga stated: 

Next is a request by Mrs. Armando Sanchez to appear before the 

City Council for discussion on the possibility of regulating ambulance 

service. 

Mrs. Sanchez: 11 Good evening gentlemen ... on the 4th, on the 13th 

of June my son, Javier, had a terrible accident ... (pause) and he was 

sent to San Antonio because here in the hospital the doctor said that 

he couldn't do anything to him, in fact, he was in coma for seven (7) 

days in San Antonio ... (pause) and the Lopez-Hernandez Ambulance took 

him there, but on the way there they, they ran out of gasoline. 

The boy that was going with my son in the ambulance, his name is 

Rolando Rodriguez, he 1 s like a son to us. Of course, he's my daughter's 

boyfriend and that's why I say that he's like a son to us. So he insisted 

that he go with my son in the ambulance ... like I said on the way over 

there in ah, .. (pause) in Dilley, the driver said that he was almost 

running out of gasoline, and Rolando said, "Well, why don't you get 

over to Pearsall and put some in'.' The driver said, "No we'll go all 

the way to ah ... What was the name ah ... Tom? 

Tom: Pearsall. 

Mrs. Sanchez: Well, that's where it was close, but then they 

went on for the run .... 

Zuniga: Devine? 

Mrs. Sanchez: No. 

Andres Ramos: Von Ormy? 

Mrs. Sanchez: Von Ormy .... Well they didn't put any gasoline be­

cause the driver said they would keep on going ... so they went on to 

Pearsall and it was closed, then they went all the way to Von Ormy and 

they had a line, that the ambulance had to wait, for their turn to 

get gasoline and of course, there was a big line ... (pause) and the 

reason I came here is because I would like you very much to put an 

ordinance on the ambulance, that if they donot have a big tank, or if 

they are not sure of them doing this service to the community ah ... mean, 

What are we going to do? 

Thank GOD my son is well, even thou he walks a little bit to the 

side, but that's nothing, you know, comparing to what he had .... and I 

would like for you to put that ordinance on everyone of them. I don't 
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know about the rest of them, but Lopez-Hernandez is the one that 

took my son over there and I would like very much for you, gentlemen, 

to put an ordinance, to check on them and have that ambulance ready 

with a big tank. And, I would like to, if you could put a unit from 

the Fire Department for the City, so when these things happen that unit 

will be ready for whoever needs them, like just what happen to my son 

in those cases. And I ... am begging you to do something about it. 

I had already talked to some gentlemen, but it seems that no­

body knew anything or just because they cannot do anything because 

its a private business ... but heck, it's a private business, but the 

business is for them to save lives or isn't it? 

It happened to you, Mr. Ramos, you know how it feels ... it happened 

to your son and I just pray that nothing will happen to anyone, like it 

happened to me ... and my family ... and that was not the only time, because 

the Ferries family, they had a terrible accident, their son had a 

terrible accident and it happened, .the same thing happened to them, they 

ran out of gasoline. Do you think that's fair? Maybe to you it's 

not very important, to some of you, maybe its not, but to me it is. 

And, so I urge to please gentlemen keep it in mind and do some­

thing about it ... because it's awful, you know, when these things happen 

to a family, I had so many things to tell you and ask you, but I am 

a little bit nervous and ... ah ... I just wish and pray that you will do 

something about it. Not because the words, you know, I just talk and 

we just talk, like my mother said, "The wind takes the words away and 

I j u s t p ray th at !!1-.Y w o rd s, you w i l l keep them i n mi n d an d do s om et h i n g 

about that. 

(PgUSe), 

Mr. Ramos: Mr. Mayor Pro-tern, I sympathize with what Mrs. Sanchez 

just said and I am touched by her presentation, and if at all possible, I 

·would like to recommend to you to appoint a committee including the 

City Attorney or the Assistant City Attorney to find out and see if 

there is anyway to better the relationships between the ambulances 

servtte- here in Laredo and the general public. 

Mayor Pro�tem: Mrs. Sanchez we want to thank you for coming 

before us and anything that concerns the welfare of the citizens of 

Laredo, especially of the children, we are here to help you. Alot 

of times things happen that we don't know about and it's impossible 

for us to take corrective measures on things that we don't know. 
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Mrs. Sanchez; If my daughters hadn't gone back to the hospital 

to see if Javier had already left, what would have happen to him: 

The way the doctor said, the way the doctor said, "He's very sick, 

I'm sorry we can 1 t do anything about him, broken neck and broken 

everything .... that's awful, sir. I don't want to do anything like 

they tell me. -Suit him- NO, Sir, NO, Sir PRAISE GOD'. my son is well 

but ah mean . .. they're more interested in money and those people 

you should get out like you say, '' get out of the ba 11 game 1•1 

Mayor Pro-tern: Let's hope that this will come about with an 

ordinance, that eventually, an ordinance will pass with some deep 

in it so that we will require responsibility of these people in the 

business. And we thank you for coming and you will be notify when 

we do pass this ordinance, just for your satisfaction, 

Mrs. Sanchez: One thing I would like to tell you, that I will 

be very glad to help you in anything I can. My family and I will be 

very glad to help the ones in the committee, 

Thank you very much, thank you for listening, gentlemen. 

Mayor Pro-tern: Thank you. 

Mayor Pro-tern: Would any of the Councilmen like to say a comment? 

Alderman ffenavides: Mrs, Sanchez, I was also moved by your 

presentation and the way you brought the problem to this council. 

This is the proper place to bring the problem, of course, I would 

only like to say that if this is a case of negligence on part of the 

ambulance service and I'm not saying that it is, but if it is, this 

council could pass ten ordinances or twenty ordinances and still not 

prevent negligence on the part of people, in other words, its so 

difficult to get at the root of the problem, You know what I mean? 

You talk about the size of the tank of the truck, I'm sure the size 

of the tank is big enough,,, 

Mrs. Sanchez: No, it 1 s not big enough 1 Sir, 

Al de rm a n B e n a V'i d e s : To g e t from h e re to S a n An to n i o ? 

Mrs. Sanchez: Right, 

Alderman BenaVid'es: They started with half a tank, probably, 

Mrs, Sanchez: Why? Ah mean,,,we all know, we all know,., 

Alderman Benavides: 0,K . That's a question, I would suspect 

that they probably started out of here with half a tank, 

Mayor Pr6-tem: What Councilman Benavides is saying is that 

we will act on your problem, we symphatize on your problem, but its 
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* 

The follow ing was the presentat ion and request for approval of 

Terminal/Mall Committee for report on terminal. 

Mr. Larry Vetter, City Planner, made the presentat ion. He stated 

that the recommendation of the site by the Comm ittee for the Teminal/Mall 

S ite would be on Block #59 Western Divis ion, of the City of Laredo. 

Th is block is bordered by Houston St. , Flores Avenue, Matamoros Street 

and San Agust in Avuenue. 

Alderman Trevino made a motion to accept the recommendations of 

the Transit Terminal Ad Hoc Committee. Alderman Guerra seconded the 

motion and all were in favor. 

* 

Next was an ord inance proh ibitin� the possess ion or consumpt ion of 

alcoholic beverages in certain public places; providing for a penalty; 

provid ing for publ icat ion; and provid ing for effective date. 

Alderman Sanchez made a motion to adopt the ord inance. Alderman 

Guerra seconded the motion and all were in favor. 

AN ORDIN.ANCE 

PROHIBITING THE POSSESSION OR CONSUMPTION 
OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES IN CERTAIN PUBLIC 
PLACES; PROVIDING FOR A PENALTY; PROVIDING 
FOR PUBLICATION; AND PROVIDING FOR EFFECTIVE 
DATE. 

The Mayor Pro-tern declared in open meet ing that the ordinance 

had passed. 

* 

The following was Council action on an ord inance amending the 

budget to increase the revenues by $16,000 and also appropriate for 

expend itures to cover two (2) add itonal employees for the Civic Center. 

Larry Dovalina, Civic Center Director, stated thta he was hop ing 

on picking up two (2) Manpower employees whose contract would exp ire 

this month (September) . 

Alderman Trevino made a motion to adopt the ordinance. Alderman 

Sanchez seconded the motion and it was preva iled by the follow ing vote: 

Yeas: Alderman Zuniga, Benavides, Trevino, Guerra and Sanchez. 

Nays: None. 

Abstain: Alderman Ramos. 

- 8 -
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AN ORDINANCE 

AMENDING THE FISCAL YEAR 1980-81 BUDGET OF THE 
CIVIC CENTER TO REFLECT INCREASE OF REVENUE BY 
$16,000: AMENDING THE SAME TO REFLECT INCREASE 
OF EXPENDITURE BY NOT MORE THAN $13,400.00 TO 
COVER SALARIES OF 2 ADDITIONAL EMPLOYEES: AND 
AUTHORIZING THE HIRING OF 2 ADDITIONAL EMPLOYEES 
FOR THE CIVIC CENTER. 

9-16-80 

The Mayor Pro-tern declared in open meeting that the ordinance had passed. 

* 

A resolution to increase the rates for Civic Center rentals was presented to City 

Council for approval. 

Alderman Sanchez made a motion to adopt a resolution increasing rate fees from 

$400 to $450 and for non-profit organizations to $340. Alderman Guerra seconded the 

motion and all were in favor. 

* 

Next was City Council approval of the installation of 22 street lights at Calton 

Road between San Dario and Maryland and authorizing the Mayor to sign the Central 

Power & Light proposal. 

Mr. Robinson, Traffic Coordinator, stated that the funds would come from the Calton 

Road project funds. 

Alderman Ramos made a motion to approve the resolution. Alderman Sanchez seconded 

the motion and all were in favor. 

* 

The following was a resolution authorizing the Mayor to sign a letter to Central 

Power.& Light advising them to remove electrical lines, lights and poles from GSA con­

struction area and to cease billing the City for operation of this equipment. 

Alderman Trevino made a motion to adopt this resolution. Alderman Sanchez seconded 

the motion and all were in favor. 

* 

Next was the resolution approving the installation of eight (8) street lights at 

the City park at Jarvis and Cortez and to authorize the Mayor to sign the Central Power 

& Light proposal for installation and operating costs. 

Alderman Trevino made a motion to adopt the resolution. Alderman Ramos seconded 

the motion and all were in favor. 

* 

The following was an ordinance amending Article IX, section 1-138 (a) (8) of the 

Traffic Code Ordinance to provide that notice to owner or operator of vehicle left 

standing near property of owner or operator more than 48 hours shall be by warning 

notice placed on the automobile. 

-9-



9-16-80 

Alderman Trevino made a motion to table this ordinance. Alderman Sanchez seconded 

the motion and all were in favor. 

* 

City Council authorization was requested for the removal of the parking meters 

located with the GSA construction project of the new Customs Facility. 

Alderman Trevino made a motion to adopt the resolution. Alderman Sanchez seconded 

the motion and all were in favor. 

* 

The following was an ordi.nance prohibiting parking on both sides of San Francisco 

between Iturbide and Hidalgo. 

Alderman Trevino made a motion to table this ordinance until the Traffic Coordinator 

gets together with the residents affected by this ordinance and also with Alderman 

Trevino and Ramos. Alderman Sanchez seconded the motion and all were in favor. 

* 

The City Engineer, Carlos Mejia, requested permission to advertise for bids for the 

construction on the proposed Chicago-Taylor Bridge. 

Alderman Trevino made a motion to table this item. Alderman Sanchez seconded the 

motion and all were in favor. 

* 

Next was City Council approval to pay Mr. Royle Wright for appraisal of Airport 

Frontage Property, facing Saunders Street. 

Mr. Carlos Gonzalez, Airport Director, stated that the cost would be $850 for the 

appraisal services. 

Alderman Ramos made a motion to adopt the ordinance. Alderman Guerra seconded the 

motion and all were in favor. 

AN ORDINANCE 

AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION BY THE MAYOR OF THE CITY 
OF LAREDO FOR AND ON BEHALF OF THE CITY OF LAREDO 
TO PAY TO MR. ROYLE WRIGHT THE SUM OF EIGHT HUNDRED 
AND FIFTY AND N0/100 DOLLARS ($850. 00) FOR THE AP­
PRAISAL OF APPROXIMATELY TWENTY (20) ACRES OF LAND 
LOCATED BETWEEN MEADOW AVENUE AND NORTH BARTLETT 
AVENUE, EAST AND WEST; BETWEEN STOWE STREET AND 
SAUNDERS STREET, NORTH AND SOUTH. 

The Mayor Pro-tern declared in open meeting that the ordinance had passed. 

* 

The following was City Council approval to buy portion of the lease of Briarwood 

Trailer Park Property south of Stowe Street from Mr. Joe Harmon, for $22,500.00 (This 

is to clear for the Airport Commercial Development). 

Alderman Ramos made a motion to adopt the ordinance. Alderman Sanchez seconded 

the motion and it was prevailed by the following vote: 

- 1 o. -



9-16-80 

YEAS: Aldermen Zuniga, Benavides, Ramos, Trevino and Sanchez. 

NAYS: Alderman Guerra. 

AN ORDINANCE 

AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION BY THE MAYOR OF THE 
CITY OF LAREDO FOR AND ON BEHALF OF THE CITY 
OF LAREDO TO PAY TO MR. JOE HARMON THE SUM OF 
TWENTY-TWO THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED AND N0/100 
DOLLARS ($22,500.00) FOR A PORTION OF HIS LEASE, 
APPROXIMATELY 2.5 ACRES, LOCATED SOUTH OF STOWE 
STREET ON THE LAREDO INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT COM­
PLEX. 

The Mayor Pro-tern declared in open meeting that the ordinance had passed. 

* 

City Council approved and authorized the following new leases: 

(a) Silver Wings Restaurant - Alderman Sanchez made a motion to approve the new lease. 

Alderman Benavides seconded the motion and all were in favor. 

(b) Media Concepts - Alderman Trevino made a motion to approve the new lease. Alder-

man Ramos seconded the motion and all were in favor. 

(c) Hertz Rent-A-Car (Car Wash) - Alderman Trevino made a motion to approve the new 

lease. Alderman Ramos seconded the motion and all were in favor. 

(d) B & B Logging and B & B Tackle Shop - Alderman Trevino made a motion to approve the 

new lease. Alderman Ramos seconded the motion and all were in favor. 

AN ORDINANCE 
(SAME TITLE WORDING FOR ALL FOUR LEASES) 

AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION BY THE MAYOR OF THE CITY 
OF LAREDO FOR AND ON BEHALF OF THE CITY OF LAREDO 
OF A CERTAIN LEASE AGREEMENT COVERING A TRACT OF 
LAND SITUATED AT THE FORMER LAREDO AIR FORCE BASE 
AND BELONGING TO THE CITY OF LAREDO. 

The Mayor Pro-tern declared in open meeting that the ordinance had passed. 

* 

Next was an ordinance authorizing and approving the release and withdrawal of 

$150,000.00 securities pledged by the Union National Bank of Laredo, Texas to the City 

of Laredo Depository as security for the funds of the Laredo Water Works System and 

Sanitary Sewer System. 

Alderman Trevino made a motion to adopt the ordinance. Alderman Benavides seconded 

the motion and all were in favor. 

AN ORDINANCE 

AUTHORIZING AND APPROVING THE RELEASE AND WITH­
DRAWAL OF $150, 000.00 SECURITIES PLEDGED BY THE 
UNION NATIONAL BANK OF LAREDO, TEXAS TO THE CITY 
OF LAREDO DEPOSITORY AS SECURITY FOR THE FUNDS OF 
THE LAREDO WATERWORKS SYSTEM AND SANITARY SEWER 
SYSTEM. 

The Mayor Pro-tern declared in open meetinq that the ordinance had passed. 

- 1 1 -



9-16-80 

* 

The following was City Council approval of Library budget change to reclassify 

two (2) professional librarian posftions from Grade 16 ($14,102 per year) to Grade 18 

($15,558 per year). 

Mr. Charles Nelson Public Library Board President� made the presentation. 

Alderman Sanchez made a motion to adopt the resolution. Alderman Guerra seconded 

the,motion and all were in favor. 

* 

Next was City Counci'l confi.rmatfon on Mayor ts appoi'ntment of Mr._ Alfredo Barrera 

to the Planning and Zoning Commission._ 

A 1 derman Guerra made a motion to confirm the appoi'ntment.. Alderman Benavides se­

conded the motion and all were in favor, 

* 

The 1 ast i tern was a request by Hector Acevedo, Executive Director of the Laredo 

Municipal Housing Corporation to have the City Counci'l meet as the Board of Directors 

for the Laredo Municipal Housing Corporation for the following purposes: 

(A) To select one of the three CPA firms being considered for the annual audit. 

The Bids received for the annual audit year ending June 30, 1980 were as follows: 

1. Botello, Gonzalez and Whitworth - $3,400 plus out-of-pocket costs or as an alter­

nate bid, a three (3) year audit at a cost of $10,000. 

2. Norman Seeman & Co. - $4,500 plus out-of-pocket expenses 

3. Ernst & Whinney - $4,900,.00 

Alderman Ramos made a motion to contract with Botello, Whitworth & Gonzalez for a 

three (3) year agreement for a total of $10,000.00. Alderman Sanchez seconded the mo­

tion and all were in favor. 

(B) To discuss and determine the garbage collection fee on the 148 residents of the 

Laredo Municipal Housing Corporation. 

Alderman Ramos made a motion to table this item and refer it to the Executive Com­

mittee and the Mayor. Alderman Trevino seconded the motion and all were in favor. 

* 

With no further business to discuss, Alderman Trevino made a motion to adjourn. 

Alderman Sanchez seconded the motion and all were in favor. The meeting was adjourned 

at 9:15 P.M. 

CITY SECRETARY 
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