
CITY OF LAREDO 

SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

M2008-SC-05 

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

1110 HOUSTON STREET 

LAREDO, TEXAS 78040 

APRIL 25, 2008 

12:15 P.M. 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

 

 With a quorum present, Raul G. Salinas called the meeting to order. 

 

II.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

 Mayor Salinas led in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

III.  ROLL CALL 

 

 In attendance: 

 

 Raul G.  Salinas,      Mayor 

 Mike Garza,       Council Member, District I 

 Hector Garcia,       Council Member, District II 

 Michael Landeck,      Council Member, District III 

 Johnny Amaya,      Council Member, District IV 

 Johnny Rendon,      Council Member, District V 

 Gene Belmares,      Council Member, District VI 

 Juan Chavez,       Mayor Pro Tem, District VII 

 Juan Ramirez,       Council Member, District VIII 

 Gustavo Guevara, Jr.,      City Secretary 

 Carlos Villarreal,      City Manager 

 Cynthia Collazo,      Deputy City Manager 

 Horacio De Leon,      Assistant City Manager 

 Jesus Olivares,      Assistant City Manager 

 Raul Casso,        City Attorney  

 

IV.  STAFF REPORT 

        

 1.  Formal interview of prospective finalists for the position of Police Chief, with possible  

      action.  

 

      Mayor Salinas stated that each candidate would be given 15 minutes for questions and 

      answers. 

 

Raymond Garner stated that he has been in Laredo since 1972.  He mentioned that he                 

started as a Texas Highway Patrolman.  He retired from the Department of Public 

Transportation as a Sergeant in 1996 with the Narcotics Service.  He also         

mentioned that while at the Department of Public Transportation he received a           
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      Bachelor’s Degree in Criminal Justice from Texas A & I in Laredo and he continued    

      working on his Masters Degree in Corpus Christi State in Occupational Education.  He 

      stated that he presently has 15 extra hours in Criminal Justice Studies.  In 1996 he         

      had the opportunity to take over the Regional Police Academy that is connected to with 

      Laredo Community College and became the Director.   

 

               Gabriel Martinez, Jr. stated that he is a Captain for the City of Laredo Police Department.  

    He has been serving the City of Laredo Police Department for twenty-two years and in  

    law enforcement for twenty-four years.  He said that he has made his way up the ranks  

    from patrolman, investigator, narcotics DEA Task Force for approximately nine years,  

    Sergeant in Patrol Division, Lieutenant Division, and finally Capitan of the Patrol  

    Division.  He said that through his career he has excelled in all of his positions.  He    

    informed that he has a Master’s Degree in Criminal Justice and believes that he has    

    gained the knowledge, experience and education that has prepared him for the job of    

    Police Chief for the City of Laredo. He humbly asked City Council to consider him for    

    the Police Chief position.  He said that he brings the necessary requisites for the Chief    

    position and he can do a great job if given the opportunity  to improve the quality of    

    services to the community.    

 

    Carlos Maldonado stated that he has served as every capacity within the last twenty-four  

    and a half years with New Mexico State Police.  He advised that he retired as Chief of    

    Mexico State Police and Deputy Cabinet Secretary for the Law Enforcement Program    

    which involved being in charge of State Police, Motor Transportation Division, Special    

    Investigations Division, Special Investigations Division and the Law Enforcement    

    Academy.  He added that he graduated with honors when he obtained his Master’s    

    Degree from the University of New Mexico in Public Administration.  He was also    

    involved in an internship program with the FBI Academy for one year where he was an  

    instructor for the Leadership Development. He said that he has been involved with every  

    faucet of investigations from running and spearheading investigations to also being the  

    investigator in charge.  He went on to say that he has been involved with a variety of  

    homicides, multiple homicides and many investigations involving escapees from their  

    penitentiary.  He added that basketball is his hobby and he enjoys getting involved with  

    his children’s activities.     

 

    Richard Martinez stated that he has been a San Antonio Police Officer for twenty-nine  

    years.  He said that prior to San Antonio he worked as a police officer for three years in  

    Austin.  He said that he has worked in every position for the San Antonio Police  

    Department including robbery, evidence collection, narcotics, school services, and night  

    investigations.   

 

    Fructoso San Miguel III, Assistant Chief of Laredo Police Department, stated that he is    

    forty-seven years old.  He voiced that he has been with the Laredo Police Department for  

twenty-six years.  He has a Master’s Degree in Criminal Justice with a Minor in Public    

Administration.  He said that he is also a 2000 Graduate of the FBI National Academy, 

and Module I & II of the Law Enforcement Management Institute of Texas in Huntsville, 

Texas.   He said that he joined the Laredo Police Department in 1982 as a Patrol Office 

and was assigned to the Patrol Division.  Upon graduating he received scholastic honors 

and he also received the Police Star for heroic deeds in his ten years as a  Patrol Office.  In 

1986 he was promoted as investigator where he served as a crime scene investigator for 

two years. Following that, he was assigned to the detective session where he worked sex 
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crimes and missing persons.  In 1991 he was promoted to sergeant and he was a patrol 

squad sergeant for four years.  In 1995 he was promoted to lieutenant where he was the 

watch commander for the entire shift.  In 1997 he was promoted to Deputy Chief of 

Police.  In 2001 he was promoted to Assistant Chief of Police where he was in charge of 

twenty five positions including the office of Strategic Management Research & Planning, 

the office of Management & Budget, Office of Media Relations, and Pipeline Units.  He 

is currently the Training & Field Training Officer Administrator for the Laredo Police 

Department.   

 

    Carlos Villarreal, City Manager, said that everyone should understand that he has five  

    outstanding candidates for Chief of Police.  He said that he would continue to review the  

    applications and complete background checks on each candidate.  He said that he would  

    return to City Council within ten days with recommendations.  He went on to say that he  

    wanted to sit and talk with each Council Member individually regarding the applications.   

 

V. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

 The City Council hereby reserves the right to go into executive session at any time during 

 this public meeting, if such is requested by the City Attorney or other legal counsel for the 

 City, pursuant to his or her duty under Section 551.071 (2) of the Government Code, to 

 consult privately with his or her client on an item on the agenda, or on a matter arising out 

 of such item. 

 

IV. ADJOURNMENT 

 

 Motion to adjourn 

 

 Motion to adjourn.        Time:  2:35 p.m. 

 

 Moved:  Cm. Garza 

 Second:  Cm. Amaya 

 For:     8    Against:  0    Abstain:  0 
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