
CITY OF LAREDO 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

A-2008-R-012 
CITY HALL 

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
1110 HOUSTON STREET 
LAREDO, TEXAS 78040 

JUNE 16, 2008 
5:30 P.M. 

 

DISABILITY ACCESS STATEMENT  
Persons with disabilities who plan to attend this meeting and who may need auxiliary aid or services are 
requested to contact Gustavo Guevara, City Secretary at (956) 791-7308 at least two working days prior 
to the meeting so that appropriate arrangements can be made.  The accessible entrance and accessible 
parking spaces are located at City Hall, 1100 Victoria Ave. 
 
Out of consideration for all attendees of the City Council meetings, please turn off all cellular phones and 
pagers, or place on inaudible signal.  Thank you for your consideration. 
 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

 
II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
III. ROLL CALL 

 
IV. MINUTES 

 
 Approval of the minutes of February 11, 2008. 

 
V. COMMUNICATIONS AND RECOGNITIONS 

 
Recognitions 
a. Recognition by the Mayor and City Council Members of employees that 

retired from the City of Laredo with 20 or more years of service. 
 
Communiqués 
a. Introducing the local Miss Texas USA pageant contestants and the calendar 

of events leading up to the live telecast on June 29, 2008 at the Laredo 
Entertainment Center. 

 
b. Presentation by Mr. Hector J. Perez, UISD Technology Department Executive 

Director regarding cyber bullying and website abuse. 
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Citizen comments 
Citizens are required to fill out a witness card and identify themselves at the 
microphone.  Comments should be relevant to City business and delivered in a 
professional manner.  No derogatory remarks will be permitted.  There is a time 
limit of three minutes per speaker. 

 
VI. APPOINTMENTS TO COMMISSIONS, BOARDS AND COMMITTEES 

a. Appointments by Mayor Raul G. Salinas of: 
• Council Member Cynthia Liendo Espinoza to the Sister Cities Youth 

Committee. 
• Council Member Mike Garza and Council Member Jose A. Valdez to the 

Civil Service Ad Hoc Committee. 
• Council Member Jose A. Valdez, Jr. and Council Member Cynthia Liendo 

Espinoza to the Community Action Agency Advisory Board. 
 

b. Appointment by Council Member Jose A. Valdez, Jr. of Gloria Reyes to the 
Convention & Visitors Bureau Advisory Committee. 

 
c. Appointment by Council Member Jose A. Valdez, Jr. of Carmen Treviño to the 

Commission for Women. 
 

d. Appointment by Council Member Cynthia Liendo Espinoza of Elsa Galvan to 
the Ethics Committee.   

 
e. Appointment by Council Member Cynthia Liendo Espinoza of Margarita 

Araiza to the Historic/Landmark Board. 
 

f. Appointment by Council Member Cynthia Liendo Espinoza of George 
Sanchez to the Para Transit Advisory Board. 

 
g. Appointment by Council Member Cynthia Liendo Espinoza of Andres 

Chavarria to the Board of Adjustment.  
 
VII. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 
1. Public hearing and introductory ordinance authorizing the City Manager 

to amend the Laredo Municipal Housing Corporation Fiscal Year 2007-2008 
annual budget by appropriating $126,480.00 from the Municipal Housing 
opening fund balance for the purpose of installing chain link fences at all 
rental units at the Jose Flores Apartment Complex. 

 
2. Public hearing and introductory ordinance amending the City of Laredo 

code of ordinances Chapter 33, Environmental Protection, by creating 
Article VIII, plastic checkout bag reduction, which will reduce litter from 
discarded plastic bags and providing for publication and effective date. 
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3. Public hearing and introductory ordinance amending the City of Laredo 
Health Department Fiscal Year 2007-2008 annual budget by appropriating 
revenues and expenditures in the amount of $71,210.00 to provide for 
Phase II of the archiving/preservation services to the Health Department-
Vital Statistics Program. 

 
4. Public hearing and introductory ordinance amending the City of Laredo 

Health Department Fiscal Year 2007-2008 annual budget by appropriating 
revenues and expenditures in the amount of $70,000.00 in funds from the 
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) Amendment No. 2 to 
continue to operate and maintain three (3) continuous air monitoring 
stations (CAMS) by the Health Department for the term period beginning 
September 1, 2008 through August 31, 2009. 

 
5. Public hearing and introductory ordinance amending the City of Laredo 

Fiscal Year 2007-2008 Airport Construction Budget to recognize additional 
revenues from a grant received from the Federal Aviation Administration 
Airport Improvement Program being Grant Project No. 3-48-0136-52-08 in 
the amount of $2,000,000.00 for noise mitigation under FAR PART 150 
Noise Abatement Program and Grant Project No. 3-48-0136-53-08 in the 
amount of $4,416,530.00 for rehabilitation of Runway 14/32, acquire 
Runway Protection Zone parcel to Runway 35R, contract for A&E 
professional services to prepare plans and specifications to rehabilitate 
General Aviation Apron Phases 5 and 6, contract for A&E professional 
services to prepare plans and specifications to upgrade passenger terminal 
automation and security access systems, and rehabilitate a portion of 
Runway 17R/35L at the Laredo International Airport and appropriating said 
grant revenue and local match to the appropriate expenditure accounts and 
authorizing the City Manager to implement said budget amendment. The 
City’s local match of five (5) percent in the amount of $337,713.00 is 
available through the land purchased in FY2006 (Rash Tract); providing for 
an effective date.  

 
6. Public hearing and introductory ordinance amending Section 31-92 of 

the Code of Ordinances to provide for changes to the Rates and Charges 
inside and outside of the city limits for sewer rates which includes a monthly 
minimum up to 2,000 gallons of $7.50 and $11.47 for residential and 
commercial use respectively.  Providing for a change of the residential and 
commercial sewer rates as described below for each modified step of 
consumption and providing for the scheduled rate adjustments each year 
beginning in October 2008.   Providing for publication and an effective date 
as amended.    

 
7. Public hearing and introductory ordinance amending Division 5 (Rates 

and Charges), Article II, (Sewers and Sewage Disposal) of Chapter 31 
(Utilities) of the City of Laredo Code of Ordinances, specifically section 31-
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92 which provides for sewer rate charges, by changing the number of tiers 
in the sewer rates from 4  to 5 for residential with the establishment of a 
baseline rate tier for up to 2,000 gallons and from 26 to 9 for multi-family 
and commercial; by increasing the residential and commercial/multi-family 
minimum charges and volumetric rates each year from October 2008 to 
2037 at the levels indicated in the rate tables provided within this ordinance  
These increases will automatically go into effect on October 1st of each 
subsequent year after the 2008 increase unless the City Council meets to 
revise this; Providing for publication and an effective date. 

 
8. Public hearing and introductory ordinance amending Section 31-138 (b) 

(1) and (2) of the Code of Ordinances that deals with water availability 
charges, specifically Lot Charges, and Connection Charges for platted 
property to increase Lot Charges as follows: for a residential lot under 6,000 
sq. ft., from $300.00 to $940.00, lots 6,000 to 7,999 sq. ft. from $500.00 to 
$1,600.00, lots 8,000 to 9,999 sq. ft. from $750.00 to $2,345.00, and lots 
10,000 sq. ft. and over from $1,000.00 to $3,125.00; and for non-residential 
(commercial) lots from $500.00 to $1,600.00 for each and every lot created 
regardless of size; increasing Connection Charges for each residential lot 
with a meter size of 5/8x3/4 inches: under 6,000 sq. ft. from $300.00 to 
$940.00; 6,000-7,999 sq. ft. from $500.00 to $1,600.00; 8,000-9,999 sq. ft. 
from $750.00 to $2,345.00; 10,000 sq. ft. and over from $1,000.00 to 
$3,125.00; for meter size of 1 inch, any size lot from $1,000.00 to 
$3,125.00; increasing Connection Charges for non-residential (commercial) 
lots based on meter size as follows: 5/8x3/4 inches from $500.00 to 
$1,600.00; 1 in. from $1,000.00 to $3,125.00; 1 ½ in. from $2,000.00 to 
$6,250.00; 2 in. from $4,000.00 to $12,500.00; 3 in. from $8,000.00 to 
$25,000.00; 4 in. from $16,000.00 to $50,000.00; 6 in. from $40,000.00 to 
$125,000.00, whether inside or outside City limits; providing for publication 
and an effective date.     

 
9. Public hearing and introductory ordinance requesting authorization to 

accept a $3,000.00 in revenue and amending the City of Laredo Fiscal Year 
2007-2008 Convention & Visitors Bureau Budget by appropriating revenues 
in the form of a financial contribution from HEB for the 2009 Miss Texas 
USA® Pageant; and appropriating said funds for Convention & Visitors 
Bureau Miss Texas USA Division expenses. 

 
10. Public hearing and introductory ordinance amending Chapter 30 

Section 4 of the City of Laredo Code of Ordinances amending the language 
to coincide with the provisions provided under Section 31.06 (C) of the 
Property Tax Code that any tax payment, including over the counter 
payments, paid with a credit card will be subject to a processing fee equal 
to 3.0% of the amount of payment. 
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11. Public hearing and introductory ordinance amending the Zoning 
Ordinance (Map) of the City of Laredo by rezoning the north 1/3 of Lots 1 & 
2, Block 972, Eastern Division, located at 1805 Plum Street, from R-3 
(Mixed Residential District) to B-1 (Limited Business District).  The Planning 
and Zoning Commission has recommended denial of zone change.  The 
proposed use is for a minor repair garage.  District IV    

 
12. Public hearing and introductory ordinance amending the Zoning 

Ordinance (Map) of the City of Laredo by rezoning Lot 14, Block 3, Emerald 
Hills Subdivision Phase 3, located at 4246 Dorel Drive, from B-1 (Limited 
Business District) to R-2 (Multi-Family Residential District).  The Planning 
and Zoning Commission has recommended approval of zone change.  The 
proposed use is multifamily residential.  District II   

 
13. Public hearing and introductory ordinance amending the Zoning 

Ordinance (Map) of the City of Laredo by rezoning all of Block 29, Calton 
Gardens Subdivision No. 1, and Replat Lot 79-B, Block 79, Calton Gardens 
Subdivision No. 2, located at 402 W. Calton Road, from B-3 (Community 
Business District) to B-4 (Highway Commercial District).  The Planning and 
Zoning Commission has recommended approval of zone change.    The 
proposed use is warehouse/retail.  District V 

 
14. Public hearing and introductory ordinance amending the Zoning 

Ordinance (Map) of the City of Laredo by rezoning the east 132.1 feet of 
Block 80, Calton Gardens Subdivision No. 2, located at the southwest 
corner of Calton Road and Gallagher Avenue, from B-1 (Limited Business 
District) to B-4 (Highway Commercial District).  The Planning and Zoning 
Commission has recommended approval of zone change.  The proposed 
use is parking lot for proposed warehouse across Calton Road.  District V            

 
15. Public hearing and introductory ordinance amending the Zoning 

Ordinance (Map) of the City of Laredo by rezoning Lots 1 thru 8, Block 
1017, Western Division, located at the 4000 block of San Bernardo Avenue, 
from B-3 (Community Business District) to B-4 (Highway Commercial 
District).  The Planning and Zoning Commission has recommended denial 
of zone change.  The proposed use is auto parts/body shop.  District VII    

 
16. Public hearing and introductory ordinance amending the Zoning 

Ordinance (Map) of the City of Laredo by authorizing a Conditional Use 
Permit for a nursing home on 3.87 acres as further described by metes and 
bounds in attached Exhibit “A” located at the southeast corner of Rocio 
Drive and Tournament Trail Drive.  The Planning and Zoning Commission 
has recommended approval of the Conditional Use Permit.  The proposed 
use is nursing home.  District V  
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17. Public hearing and introductory ordinance amending the Zoning 
Ordinance (Map) of the City of Laredo by rezoning Lot 4, Block 2, San 
Isidro/McPherson No. III Subdivision, located at 9807 Sterling Loop, from B-
1 (Limited Business District) to R-2 (Multifamily Residential District).  The 
Planning and Zoning Commission has recommended approval of zone 
change.  The proposed use is townhouse.  District VI     

 
18. Public hearing and introductory ordinance amending the Zoning 

Ordinance (Map) of the City of Laredo by authorizing a Special Use Permit 
for townhouse on Lot 4, Block 2, San Isidro/McPherson No. III Subdivision, 
located at 9807 Sterling Loop.  The Planning and Zoning Commission has 
recommended approval of the Special Use Permit.  The proposed use is 
townhouse.  District VI    

 
19. Public hearing and introductory ordinance amending the Zoning 

Ordinance (Map) of the City of Laredo by authorizing a Special Use Permit 
for a townhouse complex on Lot 14, Block 3, Emerald Hills Subdivision 
Phase III, located at 4246 Dorel Drive.  The Planning and Zoning 
Commission has recommended approval of the Special Use Permit.  The 
proposed use is townhouse.  District II 

 
(Recess) 
(Press Availability) 

 
VIII. FINAL READING OF ORDINANCES   

 
20.  

2008-O-123 Amending the City of Laredo Fiscal Year 2007-2008 
Budget for the Certificate of Obligation Series 2006 Fund 
by appropriating revenues and expenditures in the amount 
of $400,000.00.  Revenues are available from interest 
earnings and will be designated for the purchase of a 
cyber mobile for the Laredo Public Library. (As amended)  

 
2008-O-124 Amending the City of Laredo Health Department FY 2007-

2008 annual budget by increasing revenues and 
expenditures by an estimated of $76,706.00 from the 
Texas Department of State Health Services for the 
Women, Infants and Children (WIC) Program.  The 
purpose of amendment is to increase the participant rate 
which will allow the department to serve more women and 
children due to a realignment of funds for the term period 
of October 1, 2007 through September 30, 2008. 

 
2008-O-125 Amend and appropriate the FY 2007-2008 General Fund 

Budget by increasing revenues and expenditures in the 
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amount of $4,530.00 collected from ticket sales from the 
Commission for Women’s Hall of Fame event held on 
March 30, 2008.   

 
2008-O-126 Amending the City of Laredo Code of Ordinances, Chapter 

32-Vehicles for Hire, Article III- Tow Services, Section 32-
92 Towing Fees charged by towing companies on the 
city’s rotation list, by setting fees as follows: tows and tire 
changes for all city passenger cars and light trucks (tire 
size not to exceed 17 inches) set at $50.00; amending 
Section 32-93 Storage Facility Fees as allowed by state 
law as follows; for each additional day $10.00. 

 
2008-O-127 Amending the City of Laredo Health Department FY 2007-

2008 annual budget by decreasing $8,260.00; due to 
realignment of FY08 funds by the Texas Department of 
Health for well-child and dental care.  Total amount 
awarded will be $26,573.00, for the Health Department 
Maternal and Child Health (MCH-Title V) Program, for the 
term period from September 1, 2007 through August 31, 
2008.  

 
2008-O-128 Authorizing the issuance of City of Laredo, Texas 

International Toll Bridge System Revenue Bonds, Series 
2008 in the amount of $3,070,000.00, for the purpose of: 
(1) improving and construction expansion of inspection 

station booths for Bridge No. IV;  
(2) pledging certain revenues and making provision to the 

security thereof for the payment of the bond; 
(3) authorizing the execution of the investment letter; 
(4) authorizing amendment to the City’s budget to 

appropriate such proceeds for purposes authorized 
herein, and authorizing and ordaining other matters 
related to the subject. 

 
2008-O-129 Authorizing the City Manager to execute a Foreign-Trade 

Zone Operations Agreement with International Am-Mex 
Forwarding, as Zone Site Operator of Site No. 6 located at 
13499 South Unitec Drive, effective July 1, 2008, and 
ending on September 30, 2009.  Providing activation, 
administration and transaction fees be paid to the City; 
providing for an effective date. 

 
2008-O-130 Closing the section of Chris Lane between Kimberly and 

Lois Streets to through, northbound and southbound 
vehicular traffic by (1) placing a metal guard rail and Type 
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III barricades on Chris Lane at Kimberly Street; and (2)   
temporarily placing a Type I barricade at the north end of 
the closed street section; this street section closing is 
depicted on Exhibit “A”; and providing for effective date; 
and providing for possible amendment or repeal of this 
street section closing.  (As amended) 

 
IX. RESOLUTIONS  

 
21. 2008-R-053 Supporting our elected State and Federal Representatives 

on urging the President to utilize the government’s strategic petroleum 
reserves as a measure to offset surging fuel costs. (Sponsored by Council 
Member Jose A. Valdez, Jr.) 

 
22. 2008-R-054 The City of Laredo, joining the U.S. Conference of Mayors, 

resolves as follows:  
(1) to oppose any suspension of federal gas tax;  
(2) to ask states which have not done so already to fully distribute their 
grants to fight urban congestion; 
(3) to support a national response which would reward efforts to 
conserve energy usage; and 
(4) to urge Congress and the administration to explore the possible role 
of speculation in the crude oil price increases. 

 
23. 2008-R-055 Resolving that the City Manager execute a Consent, 

Estoppel Certificate and Non-Disturbance and Attornment Agreement 
among the City of Laredo, as Lessor, Aero Center, Inc., a Texas 
corporation, as Lessee, Lacey’s Serv-A-Jet, Inc., a Texas corporation and 
sole shareholder of Aero Center, Ross Laredo Acquisition Sub, Inc., a 
Texas corporation, and Guaranty Bank and Trust Company, a Colorado 
state chartered bank, as Lender, for the purpose of securing a loan from 
Guaranty Bank and Trust Company in the amount of $5.0 million to acquire 
Aero Center, Inc.’s stock in effect agreeing to the encumbrance of the 
leased premises in favor of Guaranty Bank and Trust Company. Said 
Consent, Estoppel Certificate and Non-Disturbance and Attornment 
Agreement for all nine (9) lease agreements between the City of Laredo, as 
Lessor and Aero Center, Inc., as Lessee, at the Laredo International Airport 
and described in attached Exhibit 1.  

 
24. 2008-R-057 Authorizing the City Manager to execute an Interlocal 

Agreement by and between the City of Laredo and the United Independent 
School District for the construction, operation and maintenance of little 
league baseball parks adjacent to the El Eden Recreational Facility.   
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X. MOTIONS 
 

25. Authorizing the City Manager to amend Change Order No.1 to LNV 
Engineering, Corpus Christi, Texas; in the amount of $30,600.00. for a total 
sum of $95,300.00 for the preparations of demolition drawings, construction 
phase services, and additional construction observation services associated 
with the clarifier demolition at the Jefferson Street Water Treatment Plant.  
Funding is available in the 2008 Utility Bond Issue. 

 
26. Awarding a contract to URS Corporation of Houston, Texas in the amount 

of $750,000.00 for the preparation of an integrated water and wastewater 
master plan, demolition drawings, construction phase services, and 
additional construction observation services associated with the clarifier 
demolition at the Jefferson Street Water Treatment Plant.  Funding is 
available in the 2008 Utility Bond Issue.  

 
27. Authorizing the City Manager to amend Change Order No. 1 to 

Leyendecker Construction Company, Laredo, Texas; in the amount of 
$302,432.80 for a total amount of $1,979,384.20 for facility demolition of an 
abandoned Primary Clarifier at the Jefferson Street Water Treatment Plant.   
The project demolition will provide for one of the stages for the plants 
planned expansion.  Funding is available in the 2008 Utility Bond Issue.  

 
28. Consideration for approval to award a construction contract to the lowest 

bidder Sendero Industries, LLC, Houston, Texas, in the base bid amount of 
$317,907.16 for the Laurel/Dellwood Storm Water Drainage Improvements 
Phase I Project on Laurel Drive from Dellwood Drive to Crestview Drive and 
Dellwood Drive from Beverly Drive to Laurel Drive.  Contract time is 130 
working days.  Funding is available in the 2006 & 2007 Certificate of 
Obligation Bond Proceeds. 

 
29. Consideration to award contract number FY08-077 to the low bidders, Staff 

Force, Laredo, Texas, and RM Personnel, Inc, Laredo, Texas for providing 
temporary contract employees.  Contracts will be awarded to a primary and 
secondary vendor in order to provide the City of Laredo with a quality labor 
pool for those departments that might require temporary staff members 
throughout the fiscal year.  All services will be secured on an as needed 
basis and the estimated contract amount for this fiscal year would be 
$500,000.00. Funding is available in the respective departmental budgets.   

 
30. Consideration to award supply contract number FY08-088 to the lowest 

bidder, HD Supply Waterworks, San Antonio, Texas in the estimated 
amount of $788,017.64 for the purchase of water meters for the Utilities 
Department. The first year term of the contract shall have an expiration date 
of 09/30/09 with an option to extend for two (2) additional one (1) year 
terms.  The bid pricing will be fixed for the first year period and will allow the 






























































































































































































































































































































































































































