AS AMENDED
CITY OF LAREDO
SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING
M2022-SC-07
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
1110 HOUSTON STREET
LAREDO, TEXAS 78040
November 16, 2022
12:15P.M.

I.  CALLTO ORDER
Mayor Saenz called the meeting to order.

Il. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Mayor Saenz requested that everyone join him in the pledge of allegiance.

I1l. MOMENT OF SILENCE

Mayor Saenz requested that everyone join him in the moment of silence.

IV. ROLL CALL
In attendance:

Pete Saenz Mavyor

Rudy Gonzalez Jr. District |

Vidal Rodriguez Mayor Pro Tempore 2:15 pm arrived
Mercurio "Mere" Martinez, Il District 11l

Alberto Torres Jr. District IV

Ruben Gutierrez Jr. District V

Vanessa Perez District VII 2:15 pm arrived
Alyssa Cigarroa District VIII

Jose A. Valdez Jr. City Secretary

Rosario Cabello Interim City Manager

Rosario Cabello Deputy City Manager

Riazul Mia Assistant City Manager

Steve E. Landin Assistant City Manager

Doanh "Zone" T. Nguyen City Attorney

Citizen comments
Dr. Victor Trevino thanked everyone that participated in the election process. Ms. Christy Jimenez
Lara stated that she has been a council assistant to Cm. Gonzalez and Cm. Rodriguez for nearly 5



years. She stated that the councilmembers have been advocates for the south and because of
you both South Laredo has boomed and shined. She decided to get them street signs.

V. RECOGNITIONS

1.  Recognizing outgoing Mayor and City Council Members for their dedication and service to
the City of Laredo.

Ms. Rosario Cabello Interim City Manager and her management team prepared and presented
a video show casing the accomplishments of the outgoing Mayor and councilmembers. It
started with a performance by the Mariachi Imperial del Sur and followed up with a singing
performance by Haylee Gonzalez, daughter of Cm. Gonzalez.

VI. CONSENT AGENDA

CITY SECRETARY: STAFF SOURCE JOSE A VALDEZ, JR., CITY SECRETARY

1. 2022-R-197 A Resolution canvassing the returns and declaring the election results in the
General Election held on November 08, 2022 in the City of Laredo for the purpose of
electing a Mayor, Council Members for Districts |, Il, lll and VI and a Municipal Court Judge.

City Secretary Jose A. Valdez, Jr. read for the record the election return sheet of the City General
Election held on November 8, 2022. In the reading of the record Mr. Valdez acknowledged a
request for a recount that was made by Mr. Ricardo “Richie” Rangel Jr. a candidate in District 2.

Motion to approve the canvassing and returns of the election for the offices of Mayor, Council
Members for Districts I, I, lll and VI and a Municipal Court Judge as read into the record by the
City Secretary.

Moved: Cm. Torres
Second: CM. Gutierrez

For: 5 Against: 0
NP: Cm. Vidal Rodriguez, Cm. Dr. Martinez, Cm. Perez, Cm. Cigarroa.

2. 2022-R-198 Ordering and proclaiming a General City Runoff Election to be held on Tuesday,
December 13, 2022; designating polling places; providing for publication; and authorizing
the Interim City Manager to enter into a contract with Webb County Elections
Administrator for the purpose of conducting the election.

City Secretary Jose A. Valdez, Jr. presented a calendar of runoff election days. Cm. Torres had a
concern with the total number of days of early voting and he asked Mr. Valdez to talk about the
state statute that governs. Mr. Valdez described and explained the election section that was
applicable. Webb County Elections Administrator Jose Luis Castillo called and spoke the
Secretary of State lawyers and agreed with what Mr. Valdez stated. He also told council that his



office has to do a partial mandated recount as required by the state. He also mentioned that he
was not approved as of today to use county wide polling locations. He will be applying for an
application for successful in their implementation. He is hoping that he will get approval for the
runoff election.

Cm. Gutierrez had concerns with having children get out on the 16" for holiday brake and people
not being here do to traveling on vacation. Cm. Gutierrez made a motion to hold the runoff
election on Dec 15" and it was seconded by Cm. Torres. Mr. L. “Vish” Viswanath spoke in support
of the item and thanked the outgoing Mayor and Councilmembers. Ms. Patty Tijerina San Miguel
spoke in favor of holding the runoff on Dec. 17™. Dr. Victor Trevino was in favor of having the
election as soon as possible, he also wanted to have debates on the issues for the runoff. City
Attorney Doanh "Zone" T. Nguyen explained to Cm. Martinez that he could not vote on this item
because it was a discretionary vote instead of ministerial vote. Cm. Torres stated that there were
only 4 city council members at which point Mr. Nguyen stated that it was ok as long we had
quorum. Mr. Valdez raised a point of order that in the City Charter it states that in order to pass
anything it takes 5 votes. Cm. Torres removed his second to Cm. Gutierrez’s motion. The Council
will continue with the rest of the agenda and come back to this item.

City council reconvened at 2:15 pm, MPT. Rodriguez asked if what was the recommended early
voting schedule. The staff recommended schedule was presented and MPT. recommended to
include both Saturdays and Sundays. CM. Perez recommended that the hours should be from 8

am to 8 pm.

Motion to approve the 17" of December and to have early voting include both days of the
weekends as amended.

Moved: Cm. Torres
Second: Cm. Perez

For:5 Against: 0 Abstain: CM. Martinez
NP: Cm. Dr. Martinez, Cm. Cigarroa.

Motion to make the voting 8 am until 8 pm every day except Sunday 12 pm to 6 pm as
amended.

Moved: Cm. Perez
Second: Cm. Gutierrez

For:5 Against: 0 Abstain: CM. Martinez
NP: Cm. Dr. Martinez, Cm. Cigarroa.

Motion to approve the resolution as amended as requested by City Secretary.

Moved: Cm. Torres



Second: Cm. Gonzalez

For: 5 Against: 0 Abstain: CM. Martinez

NP: Cm. Dr. Martinez, Cm. Cigarroa.

UTILITIES: STAFF SOURCE ARTURO GARCIA, P.E., UTILITIES DIRECTOR

3. Authorizing Interim City Manager to approve the purchase of two (2) pumps for the
lefferson Water Treatment Plant, and two (2) pumps and one ( 1) traveling screen for the
El Pico Water Treatment Plant from Precision Pump Systems using the Buy Board
Cooperative Purchasing Contract# 672-22 for a total amount of $2,394,561.33. These
pumps and traveling screen are needed to replace existing equipment and to provide
redundancy. Funds are available in the American Rescue Act Plan and the Waterworks
Construction.

Motion to approve.

Moved: Cm. Torres
Second: CM. Gutierrez

For: 5 Against: 0
NP: Cm. Vidal Rodriguez, Cm. Dr. Martinez, Cm. Perez, Cm. Cigarroa

END OF CONSENT AGENDA
VII. EXECUTIVE SESSION

VIIl. GENERAL COUNCIL DISCUSSIONS AND PRESENTATIONS

A. Request by Council Member Ruben Gutierrez, Jr.

1.  Discussion with possible action on inviting the public to participate in the Wreaths Across
America Campaign that will be held on December 17, 2022. Sponsorship for each wreath
can be made at www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/TXLRDO; and any matter incident thereto.
(Co-Sponsored by Council Member Vanessa Perez and Council Member Alberto Torres Jr.)

Cm. Gutierrez invited the public to the event and requested from the community to see if
anyone can sponsor a wreath.

Motion to recess for 15 minutes.

Moved: Cm. Torres
Second: CM. Gutierrez

For: 5 Against: 0
NP: Cm. Vidal Rodriguez, Cm. Dr. Martinez, Cm. Perez, Cm. Cigarroa



IX. ADJOURNMENT

Motion to adjourn at 2:30 pm.

Moved: Cm. Torres
Second: CM. Gonzalez

For: 5 Against: 0
NP: Cm. Dr. Martinez, Cm. Cigarroa




