CITY OF LAREDO

EMERGENCY CITY COUNCIL MEETING
LIVE WEB LINK: http://laredotx.swagit.com/live

I. CALL TO ORDER

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
1110 HOUSTON STREET
LAREDO, TEXAS 78040
AUGUST 5, 2021

6:00 P.M.

Mayor Pete Saenz called the meeting to order.

Il. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Mayor Pete Saenz led in the pledge of allegiance.

lll. MOMENT OF SILENCE

Mayor Pete Saenz led in a moment of silence.

IV. ROLL CALL

In attendance:
Pete Saenz

Rudy Gonzalez, Jr.
Vidal Rodriguez
Mercurio “Merc” Martinez, Il
Alberto Torres, Jr.
Dr. Marte Martinez
Vanessa Perez
Alyssa Cigarroa
Jose A. Valdez, Jr.
Robert Eads
Rosario Cabello
Kristina L. Hale
Riazul Mia

Alyssa Castillo

Citizen comments

No Citizen Comments

Mavyor

District I, Mayor Pro Tempore
District Il

District Il

District IV

District VI

District VII

District VIII

City Secretary

City Manager

Deputy City Manager
Assistant City Manager
Assistant City Manager
City Attorney



V. GENERAL COUNCIL DISCUSSIONS AND PRESENTATIONS

This notice of an Emergency Meeting is posted pursuant to Section 551.045 of the Texas Government
Code, the Laredo City Council will hold an emergency meeting at 6:00 p.m. on Thursday, August 5,
2021.

Request by Mayor Pete Saenz

VI.

An urgent, public necessity exists for calling this emergency meeting, as immediate action is required
of the City Council to address urgent matters of public health and welfare of the City and its residents
regarding the release of an alarmingly substantial number of immigrants into the City of Laredo,
Texas, including many individuals positive for COVID-19.

Motion to go into executive session pursuant to section 551.071 subsection 1A to consult with our
attorney and to include our management team and anyone deemed necessary and appropriate. The
time was 6:03 pm

Moved: Cm. Torres
Second: Cm. Martinez
For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0

Cm. Gutierrez was not present.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

The Council reserves the right to adjourn into executive session at any time during the course of this
meeting to discuss any posted agenda item when authorized by Texas Government Code Sections
551.071 (Consultation with Attorney), 551.072 (Deliberations about Real Property), 551.073
(Deliberations about Gifts and Donations), 551.07 4 (Personnel Matters), 551.076 (Deliberations
about Security Devices), and/or 551.086 (Economic Development). Following closed session, the
open meeting will reconvene at which time action, if any, may be taken.

Request for executive session pursuant to Texas Government Code Section 551.071 (1 )(A) to consult
with attorney on pending litigation in the matter of City of Laredo vs. The United States of America,
et. al., Civil Action No. 5:21-CV-72, pending in the United States District Court Southern District of
Texas Laredo Division; and return to open session for possible action.

Executive session was over at 6:57 pm, Mayor Saenz stated that the directive was to enter into an
arraignment with the Border Patrol, which the city has as of this afternoon, with the issue of busing
migrants to other cities closer to their destination. Based on the arraignment, there is no further
need to continue with the lawsuit. From our standpoint, it is the least costly alternative at this point
and time. It will mean some cost for the city, around $7 to $8 thousand dollars per day. Once the
migrants are processed, they will take them to a staging area the city has leased and bus them out.
This will help with our hospital capacity.



Cm. Dr. Martinez stated that the city wanted to do our part in a humane way to help the immigrants
reach their destination of choice. He also spoke about the local issues Laredo has with the immigrant
and COVID crisis and asked the community to help with donations.

Ms. Karen Garza read a citizen comment from Celin Cruz, she was disappointed with the way Laredo
was treating immigrants and stated that we should care for them more.

No action required.
VIl. ADJOURNMENT
Motion to adjourn at 7:07 pm
Moved: Cm. Torres
Second: Cm. Dr. Martinez

For: 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0

Cm. Gutierrez was not present.

Jose A. Valdez, Jr.
City Secretary



