
 
These minute are preliminary and are considered unofficial 

until approved at the next Council meeting. 

CITY OF LAREDO 
RECOGNITION AND COMMUNICATION NOTICE 

M2018-R-09 
CITY COUNCIL 

CHAMBERS 1110 
HOUSTON STREET 

LAREDO, TEXAS 78040 
June 4, 2018 

5:00 P.M. 
 
 
The Mayor will be presenting the following: 

 
1. Recognition, Mary Help of Christians School K-5 2017-2018 Boys and Girls Club 

Basketball City Champs TEAM. Recognizing Matthew St. James Vielma, MVP for 
breaking the scoring record for Kinder division, scoring 110 points in total, 30 of them at 
the Championship game! 

 
Cm. Vielma recognized the entire team coming together and thanked the coach for her 
leadership.  
 
Mayor Saenz presented the coach with a certificate of recognition.  

 
AS AMENDED  

CITY OF LAREDO 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

M2018-R-09 
CITY COUNCIL 

CHAMBERS 1110 
HOUSTON STREET 

LAREDO, TEXAS 78040 
June 4, 2018 

5:35 P.M. 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER  

 
Mayor Pete Saenz called the meeting to order. 

 
II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
Mayor Pete Saenz led in the pledge of allegiance. 
 

III. MOMENT OF SILENCE 
 
Mayor Pete Saenz led in a moment of silence. 
 

IV. ROLL CALL 
 

In attendance: 
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Pete Saenz      Mayor 
Rudy Gonzalez, Jr.     District I 
Vidal Rodriguez      District II 
Alejandro “Alex” Perez, Jr.    District III 
Alberto Torres Jr.      District IV 
Norma “Nelly” Vielma    District V 
George J. Altgelt     District VII 
Roberto Balli      District VIII 
Jose A. Valdez, Jr.     City Secretary 
Cynthia Collazo     Deputy City Manager 
Kristina L. Hale     City Attorney 
 
Cm. Balli joined at 6:55 p.m. 
 
Motion to excuse Cm. San Miguel’s absence. 
 
Moved:  Cm. Torres 
Second:  Cm. Perez 
For:  5   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 
 
Cm. Vielma and Cm. Balli were not present. 

 
V. MINUTES 

 
Approval of the minutes of May 21, 2018  
 
Motion to approve the May 21, 2018 minutes. 
 
Moved:  Cm. Altgelt 
Second:  Cm. Torres 
For:  5   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 
 
Cm. Vielma and Cm. Balli were not present. 
 
Citizen comments 

 
Orlando Mendiola stated that he works for some politicians and is trying to lower or 
remove DPS surcharges; he asked for an individual who is not running for County 
Judge to take on this issue so that it does not appear to be politically biased.  

 
VI. APPOINTMENTS TO COMMISSIONS, BOARDS AND COMMITTEES 
 

1. Appointment by Mayor Pro-Tempore Charlie San Miguel of Laura Llanes to the 
Citizens Environmental Advisory Committee. 

 
Motion to approve the nomination of Laura Llanes to the Citizens Environmental 
Advisory Committee. 
 
Moved:  Cm. Torres 
Second:  Cm. Perez 
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For:  6   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 
 
Cm. Balli was not present. 
 

2. Appointment by Council Member Rudy Gonzalez, Jr. of Ms. Selina Costabella to 
replace Alejandro Campero on the Transportation and Safety Advisory 
Committee. 

 
Motion to approve the nomination of Selina Costabella to the Transportation and 
Traffic Safety Advisory Committee. 
 
Moved:  Cm. Torres 
Second:  Cm. Perez 
For:  6   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 
 
Cm. Balli was not present. 

 
3. Appointment by Council Member Roberto Balli of Janie Martinez to the 

Convention & Visitors Bureau Advisory Committee. 
 

Motion to approve the nomination of Janie Martinez to the Convention & Visitors 
Bureau Advisory Committee. 
 
Moved:  Cm. Torres 
Second:  Cm. Perez 
For:  6   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 
 
Cm. Balli was not present. 

 
4. Appointment by Council Member Alejandro "Alex" Perez to the Planning and 

Zoning Commission. 
 

Motion to table. 
 
Moved:  Cm. Torres 
Second:  Cm. Perez 
For:  6   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 
 
Cm. Balli was not present. 

 
5. Appointment by Mayor Pete Saenz of Armando Cisneros to the City Charter 

Revision Commission. 
 
Motion to approve the nomination of Armando Cisneros to the City Charter 
Revision Commission. 
 
Moved:  Cm. Torres 
Second:  Cm. Perez 
For:  6   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 
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Cm. Balli was not present. 
 

6.  Appointment by Council Member Rudy Gonzalez, Jr.  to the City Charter 
Revision Commission. 

 
Motion to approve the nomination of Efrain Sanchez to the City Charter Revision 
Commission. 
 
Moved:  Cm. Torres 
Second:  Cm. Perez 
For:  6   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 
 
Cm. Balli was not present. 

 
7. Appointment by Council Member Vidal Rodriguez to the City Charter Revision 

Commission. 
 

Motion to approve the nomination of Ana Saenz to the City Charter Revision 
Commission. 
 
Moved:  Cm. Torres 
Second:  Cm. Perez 
For:  6   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 
 
Cm. Balli was not present. 
 

 
8. Appointment by Council Member Alejandro "Alex" Perez of Tommy Gutierrez to 

the City Charter Revision Commission. 
 

Motion to approve the nomination of Ignacio “Tommy” Gutierrez to the City 
Charter Revision Commission. 
 
Moved:  Cm. Torres 
Second:  Cm. Perez 
For:  6   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 
 
Cm. Balli was not present. 

 
9. Appointment by Council Member Alberto Torres, Jr. of Jose Luis Castillo to the 

City Charter Revision Commission. 
 

Motion to approve the nomination of Jose Luis Castillo to the City Charter 
Revision Commission. 
 
Moved:  Cm. Torres 
Second:  Cm. Perez 
For:  6   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 
 
Cm. Balli was not present. 
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10. Appointment by Council Member Nelly Vielma of Jesus Rodriguez to the City 

Charter Revision Commission. 
 

Motion to approve the nomination of Jesus Rodriguez to the City Charter Revision 
Commission. 
 
Moved:  Cm. Torres 
Second:  Cm. Perez 
For:  6   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 
 
Cm. Balli was not present. 

 
11. Appointment by Mayor Pro-Tempore Charlie San Miguel to the City Charter 

Revision Commission. 
 

Motion to approve the nomination of Elizabeth “Betty” Flores to the City Charter 
Revision Commission. 
 
Moved:  Cm. Torres 
Second:  Cm. Perez 
For:  6   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 
 
Cm. Balli was not present. 

 
12. Appointment by Council Member George Altgelt of David Cardwell to the City 

Charter Revision Commission. 
 

Motion to approve the nomination of David Cardwell to the City Charter Revision 
Commission. 
 
Moved:  Cm. Torres 
Second:  Cm. Perez 
For:  6   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 
 
Cm. Balli was not present. 

 
13. Appointment by Council Member Roberto Balli to the City Charter Revision 

Commission. 
 

Motion to approve the nomination of Israel Reyna to the City Charter Revision 
Commission. 
 
Moved:  Cm. Torres 
Second:  Cm. Perez 
For:  6   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 
 
Cm. Balli was not present. 

 
VII. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
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1. Motion to open public hearing #1. 

 
Moved:  Cm. Torres 
Second:  Cm. Rodriguez 
For:  6   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 
 
Cm. Balli was not present. 
 
Public Hearing and Introductory Ordinance authorizing the City Manager to 
accept and execute a new contract from the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) and 
amending the FY 2017-2018 budget by appropriating additional revenues and 
expenditures in the amount of $300,000.00 for the City of Laredo Health 
Department (CLHD) Ryan White Part C Outpatient early intervention, diagnosis, 
treatment and prevention of HIV in the STDC Region for the term from May 1, 
2018 through April 30, 2019. 
 
Cm. Altgelt noted that the South Texas Development Corporation is a client of 
his law firm; therefore, he will abstain from this matter.  
 
Motion to close public hearing and introduce. 
 
Moved:  Cm. Torres 
Second:  Cm. Perez 
For:  5   Against:  0   Abstain:  1 
 Cm. Gonzalez Cm. Altgelt 
 Cm. Rodriguez 
 Cm. Perez 
 Cm. Torres 
 Cm. Vielma 
  

 
2. Motion to open public hearing #2. 

 
Moved:  Cm. Perez 
Second:  Cm. Rodriguez 
For:  5   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 
 
Cm. Altgelt and Cm. Balli were not present. 
 
Public Hearing and Introductory Ordinance amending the Zoning Ordinance 
(Map) of the City of Laredo by rezoning Lots 3, 4, 13 and 14, Block 2133, Eastern 
Division, located at 606 S. Meadow Ave, from B-1 (Limited Business District) to 
B-4 (Highway Commercial District). 

 
Staff does not support the application and Planning & Zoning Commission 
recommends denial of the Zone Change. Therefore, the applicant has exercised 
the right to appeal this decision directly to City Council. District III ZC-41-2017 
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The applicant, who did not provide his name, spoke in favor of the zone change. 
 
Kristina L. Hale, City Attorney, informed Council that six affirmative votes are 
needed to override the decision of the Planning & Zoning Commission.  
 
Nathan Bratton, Planning Director, confirmed that the applicant intends to use the 
property as a contractor’s yard, as he has a construction company.  
 
Motion to close public hearing and introduce. 
 
Moved:  Cm. Perez 
Second:  Cm. Rodriguez 
For:  6   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 
 
Cm. Altgelt and Cm. Balli were not present. Mayor Saenz voted in the affirmative 
on this issue.  
 

3. Motion to open public hearing #3. 
 

Moved:  Cm. Perez 
Second:  Cm. Rodriguez 
For:  5   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 
 
Cm. Altgelt and Cm. Balli were not present. 

 
Public Hearing and Introductory Ordinance amending the Zoning Ordinance 
(Map) of the City of Laredo by rezoning Lots 7-9, Block 1490, Eastern Division, 
located at 2508 Cortez St., from R-3 (Mixed Residential District) to B-4 (Highway 
Commercial District). 
 
Staff does not support the application and Planning & Zoning Commission 
recommends denial of the Zone Change. Therefore, the applicant has exercised 
the right to appeal this decision directly to City Council. District III ZC-42-2017 

 
Nathan Bratton, Planning Director, reminded Council that this item was tabled at 
the last meeting. The applicant was issued a CUP previously and is now applying 
for a B-4 zone change. He informed Council that six votes are needed to override 
the denial of the Planning & Zoning Commission.  
 
Cm. Perez reported to Council that this application had an issue with its fence, 
but the owner has since changed the fence to a satisfactory outcome for all 
parties.  

 
Motion to close public hearing and introduce. 
 
Moved:  Cm. Perez 
Second:  Cm. Gonzalez 
For:  6   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 
 
Cm. Altgelt and Cm. Balli were not present. Mayor Saenz voted in the affirmative 
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on this issue.  
 

4. Motion to open public hearing #4. 
 
Moved:  Cm. Perez 
Second:  Cm. Gonzalez 
For:  5   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 
 
Cm. Altgelt and Cm. Balli were not present.  
 
Public Hearing and Introductory Ordinance amending the Zoning Ordinance (Map) 
of the City of Laredo by rezoning Lot 9, Block 3, Santa Rita Subdivision Phase IV, 
located at 305 Avila Dr., from R-2 (Multi-Family Residential District) to R-1A 
(Single Family Reduced Area District). 

 
Staff does not support the application and Planning & Zoning Commission 
recommends denial of the Zone Change.Therefore, the applicant has exercised 
the right to appeal this decision directly to City Council. District III ZC-44-2018 
 
Nathan Bratton, Planning Director, reported that the Planning Department received 
three letters in opposition of the zone change.  
 
Cm. Perez noted that he would like to give this issue more time so that the 
applicant may reach out to the neighbors opposing the zone change.  

 
Motion to table. 
 
Moved:  Cm. Perez 
Second:  Cm. Torres 
For:  6   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 
 
Cm. Balli was not present.  

 
5. Motion to open public hearing #5. 

 
Moved:  Cm. Torres 
Second:  Cm. Gonzalez 
For:  6   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 
 
Cm. Balli was not present. 
 
Public Hearing and Introductory Ordinance amending the Zoning Ordinance (Map) 
of the City of Laredo by rezoning the East 35’ of Lot 7, Block 1693 and North 62.4’ 
of Lot 8, Block 1693 and 34.39’ of Lot 7, Block 1693, Eastern Division, located at 
2305 N. Arkansas Ave. and 2816 Clark Blvd., from B-1 (Limited Business District) 
to B-3 (Community Business District). 

 
Staff supports the application and Planning & Zoning Commission recommends 
approval of the Zone Change. District IV ZC-43-2018 
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Nathan Bratton, Planning Director, confirmed that this application does not include 
a Conditional Use Permit (CUP). It is an application for a zone change.  
 
Cm. Torres reported that he received a message from Mrs. Rodriguez but has not 
been able to reach her.  
 
Mr. Bratton confirmed that the Planning Department received two letters in 
opposition to the zone change. One cited that the site already has limited parking. 
The other letter stated that the submitter would support a CUP but not a full zone 
change as a B-4 would allow a maquinita business to operate.  
 
Cm. Torres noted that he will make a motion denying the zone change, adding that 
the applicant can apply for a CUP if he or she so wishes.  
 
Claudia Rodriguez spoke in favor of the zone change, noting that the property is a 
payday loan house. She clarified that the business owner does not want to change 
the business type of the property, but he wants to extend the service and possibly 
add tax services or an insurance agency.  
 
Mr. Bratton noted that the applicant currently has a CUP for its B-1 zoning 
because it is needed to operate their payday loan house. Under the current zone, 
the applicant is already allowed to operate an insurance agency.  
 
Cm. Torres reiterated that there is no need for a zone change if the applicant can 
already operate the stated businesses under a B-1.  
 
Motion to close public hearing and deny the zone change application. 
 
Moved:  Cm. Torres 
Second:  Cm. Rodriguez 
For:  6   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 
 
Cm. Balli was not present. 

 
6. Motion to open public hearing #6. 

 
Moved:  Cm. Altgelt 
Second:  Cm. Vielma 
For:  6   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 
 
Cm. Balli was not present. 
 
Public Hearing and Introductory Ordinance amending the Zoning Ordinance (Map) 
of the City of Laredo by rezoning approximately 12.09 acres out of a 134.59 acre 
tract of land, out of a 181.50 acre tract of land, situated in Porcion 10, Tomas 
Sanchez, Abstract 280, located north of FM 1472 (Mines Rd.) and west of FM 
3338 (Las Tiendas Rd.) from AG (Agricultural District) and B-4 (Highway 
Commercial District) to M-1 (Light Manufacturing District). 

 
Staff does not support the application and Planning & Zoning Commission 
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recommends approval of the Zone Change. District VII ZC-47-2018 
 
Nathan Bratton, Planning Director, explained that staff does not support the 
application because the applicant does not follow the Comprehensive Plan, which 
designates this area specifically as neighborhood mixed use and mixed use 
center.  
 
Motion to table. 
 
Moved:  Cm. Altgelt 
Second:  Cm. Vielma 
For:  5   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 
 
Cm. Perez, Cm. Torres, and Cm. Balli were not present. 
 

7. Motion to table. 
 

Moved:  Cm. Altgelt 
Second:  Cm. Gonzalez 
For:  5   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 
 
Cm. Perez and Cm. Balli were not present. 
 
Public Hearing and Introductory Ordinance amending the Zoning Ordinance 
(Map) of the City of Laredo by rezoning Lot 1, Block 1, JDK, located at 23909 FM 
1472 Rd., from AG (Agricultural District) to M-1 (Light Manufacturing District); 
providing for publication and effective date. 

 
Staff does not support the application and Planning & Zoning Commission 
recommends approval of the zone change. ZC-37-2018 District VII 
 
Item is tabled. 

 
VIII. INTRODUCTORY ORDINANCES 
 

8. An Ordinance of the City of Laredo, Texas, amending Chapter 18, by adding 
Article VI to require any person, firm, partnership, association, corporation, or 
other entity, to obtain a permit from the Building Services Department prior to 
operating an amusement ride, including an inflatable bounce house; providing for 
a fee for each amusement ride; providing for the denial of a permit and providing 
that this Ordinance shall be cumulative; providing a severability clause; providing 
a penalty clause; providing for publication; and declaring an effective date. 

 
Ordinance Introduction:  City Council  

 
IX. FINAL READING OF ORDINANCES 
 

Motion to waive the final readings of ordinances 2018-O-074, 2018-O-075, 2018-O-
076, 2018-O-077, 2018-O-078, 2018-O-079, 2018-O-080, 2018-O-081, 2018-O-082, 
2018-O-083, 2018-O-084, and 2018-O-085. 
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Moved:  Cm. Gonzalez 
Second:  Cm. Vielma 
For:  5   Against:  0   Abstain: 0 
 
Cm. Perez, Cm. Altgelt, and Cm. Balli were not present. 
 
9. 2018-O-074 Amending the Subdivision Ordinance Handbook of the City of 

Laredo by revising Chapter III, Subdivision Design Standards, 
Section 3-2 streets and alleys ® pavement specifications for 
public and private streets; providing for publication, severability 
and effective date. 

 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2018-O-074. 
 
Moved:  Cm. Gonzalez 
Second:  Cm. Vielma 
For:  5   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 
 
Cm. Perez, Cm. Altgelt, and Cm. Balli were not present.  
 

10. 2018-O-075 Authorizing the City Manager to ratify and execute a contract 
from the Texas Department of State Health Services (DSHS), 
amending the FY 2017-2018 budget by appropriating additional 
revenues and expenditures in the amount of $135,000.00 for 
the City of Laredo Health Department (CLHD) Healthy Texas 
Babies Program for the term from September 1, 2018 through 
August 31, 2020. 

 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2018-O-075. 
 
Moved:  Cm. Gonzalez 
Second:  Cm. Vielma 
For:  5   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 
 
Cm. Perez, Cm. Altgelt, and Cm. Balli were not present.  

 
11. 2018-O-076 Authorizing the City Manager to ratify and execute a contract 

from the Texas Department of State Health Services (DSHS), 
amending the FY 2017-2018 budget by appropriating additional 
revenues and expenditures in the amount of $467,599.00 and 
amending the FY 2017-2018 Full Time Equivalent (FTE) 
Position Listing by adding one (1) Health Educator I, R29 
position and one (1) Public Health Technician, R36 position for 
the City of Laredo Health Department (CLHD) Zika Health Care 
Services Program for the term of July 1, 2018 through June 30, 
2019. 
 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2018-O-076. 
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Moved:  Cm. Gonzalez 
Second:  Cm. Vielma 
For:  5   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 
 
Cm. Perez, Cm. Altgelt, and Cm. Balli were not present.  
 
 

12. 2018-O-077 Amending the Zoning Ordinance (Map) of the City of Laredo by 
authorizing a Special Use Permit for a Restaurant Selling 
Alcohol on Lot 3, Block 1, Falcon Center of McPherson, located 
at 7718 McPherson Rd., Suite 105 G; providing for publication 
and effective date. ZC-38-2018 District VI 

 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2018-O-077. 
 
Moved:  Cm. Gonzalez 
Second:  Cm. Vielma 
For:  5   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 
 
Cm. Perez, Cm. Altgelt, and Cm. Balli were not present.  

 
13. 2018-O-078 Amending the Zoning Ordinance (Map) of the City of Laredo by 

authorizing a Special Use Permit for a Restaurant Selling 
Alcohol on Lot 4, Block 8A, Las Brisas Del Mar Subdivision, 
Phase I, located at 8602 McPherson Rd., Suite 101; providing 
for publication and effective date. ZC-48-2018 District VI 

 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2018-O-078. 
 
Moved:  Cm. Gonzalez 
Second:  Cm. Vielma 
For:  5   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 
 
Cm. Perez, Cm. Altgelt, and Cm. Balli were not present.  

 
14. 2018-O-079 Amending the Zoning Ordinance (Map) of the City of Laredo by 

authorizing a Conditional Use Permit for a Bus Station on North 
34 FT. of Lot 1 and a part of Lot 2, Block 59, Western Division, 
located at 801-803 Flores Ave, providing for publication and 
effective date. ZC-46-2018 District VIII 

 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2018-O-079. 
 
Moved:  Cm. Gonzalez 
Second:  Cm. Vielma 
For:  5   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 
 
Cm. Perez, Cm. Altgelt, and Cm. Balli were not present.  

 
15. 2018-O-080 Amending the Zoning Ordinance (Map) of the City of Laredo by 
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rezoning approximately 57.1450 acres out of Porcion 20, 
Abstract 48, Bautista Garcia Original Grantee, and Porcion 21, 
Abstract 49, Leonardo Garcia Original Grantee (as further 
described by metes and bounds in attached Exhibit A), located 
north of Simon Blvd. and east of Bucky Houdmann Blvd., from 
R1- (Single-Family Residential District) to R-1A (Single Family 
Reduced Area District). ZC-45-2018 

 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2018-O-080. 
 
Moved:  Cm. Gonzalez 
Second:  Cm. Vielma 
For:  5   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 
 
Cm. Perez, Cm. Altgelt, and Cm. Balli were not present.  

 
16. 2018-O-081 An Ordinance of the City of Laredo, Texas, Amending Chapter 2 

of the Code of Ordinances by adding a new Section 2-17 that 
provides for a Veteran Employment Preference Policy within the 
hiring process of all non-civil service City positions; providing for 
a severability clause; and providing for an effective date. 

 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2018-O-081. 
 
Moved:  Cm. Gonzalez 
Second:  Cm. Vielma 
For:  5   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 
 
Cm. Perez, Cm. Altgelt, and Cm. Balli were not present.  

 
17. 2018-O-082 Authorizing the City Manager to execute an Amendment to the 

Ground Lease between the City of Laredo (“Licensor”) and 
American Towers LLC, A Delaware Limited Liability Company 
(“Licensee”), for ground space at 2502 Alamo St. (Jefferson 
Water Plant Compound), Laredo, Webb County, Texas, for the 
continued maintenance and operation of a 479’ skeletal steel 
guyed communications tower and related ground facilities. Term 
of the License Agreement is one (1) initial term of five (5) years 
commencing July 22, 2017 and ending February 17, 2022, with 
four (4) additional five (5) year renewal options. The annual 
license fee will be $45,000.00 with a three percent (3%) annual 
escalator. 
 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2018-O-082. 
 
Moved:  Cm. Gonzalez 
Second:  Cm. Vielma 
For:  5   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 
 
Cm. Perez, Cm. Altgelt, and Cm. Balli were not present.  
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18. 2018-O-083 Amending Chapter 19, motor vehicles and traffic, Article VIII, 

stopping, standing or parking, of the Code of Ordinances, City 
of Laredo, specifically adding Subsection 19-364 (24) which 
establishes a section of the north side of the 3600 block of 
Monclova Dr, from 120 ft east of Ixtapa Dr to 150 ft west of 
Poza Rica Dr, as a "no parking /tow away zone" from 8 am to 5 
pm, school days, providing for severability, effective date and 
publication. 

 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2018-O-083. 
 
Moved:  Cm. Gonzalez 
Second:  Cm. Vielma 
For:  5   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 
 
Cm. Perez, Cm. Altgelt, and Cm. Balli were not present.  

 
19. 2018-O-084 An Ordinance of the City of Laredo, Texas, amending Chapter 

19, Motor Vehicles and Traffic, Article VIII, Stopping, Standing 
or Parking, to remove the appeal bond in the amount equal to 
the parking fines; providing that this ordinance shall be 
cumulative; providing for severability; and declaring an effective 
date (AS AMENDED). 

 
Cm. Torres confirmed that this item would remove the 
requirement for a bond for an appeal before the Municipal Court 
Judge.  
 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2018-O-084. 
 
Moved:  Cm. Torres 
Second:  Cm. Gonzalez 
For:  5   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 
 
Cm. Perez, Cm. Altgelt, and Cm. Balli were not present. 

 
20. 2018-O-085 Authorizing the City Manager to convey an easement and right 

of way to AEP Texas Central Company located at, and to serve, 
a lift station, one (1) conveyance over a tract of land containing 
11,071 square feet of land, more or less, situated in Porcion 15, 
Abstract 53, Jose Prudencia Garcia original grantee, and 
Porcion 16, Abstract 46, Dolores Garcia original grantee, and 
being out a 32.24 acre tract as conveyed to the City of Laredo, 
as recorded in volume 3351, pages 579-593, Webb County 
official public records as described in the easement conveyance 
attached as Exhibit A; and providing for an effective date. This 
easement will be accounted for in the Water Works Fund. 

 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2018-O-085. 
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Moved:  Cm. Gonzalez 
Second:  Cm. Vielma 
For:  5   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 
 
Cm. Perez, Cm. Altgelt, and Cm. Balli were not present.  

 
X. CONSENT AGENDA 
 

Motion to approve Consent Agenda Items #21 through #24. 
 
Moved:  Cm. Torres 
Second:  Cm. Gonzalez 
For:  5   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 
 
Cm. Perez, Cm. Altgelt, and Cm. Balli were not present. 
 

X (a) RESOLUTIONS 
 

21. 2018-R-68 Ratifying the City Manager's acceptance of a grant application 
in the amount of $20,328.00 from the Texas Department of 
Transportation for the Enforcement of Vehicle Occupant 
Protection during the "Click It or Ticket" Campaign. The grant 
period will be May 2, 2018 through June 10, 2018.  The grant 
was executed with an effective date of May 15, 2018. This grant 
is to pay overtime salaries and fringe benefits for officers to 
conduct intense occupant protection enforcement in order to 
increase occupant restraint use in all passenger vehicles and 
trucks. Grant is 100% funded by the Texas Department of 
Transportation. Funding is available in Special Police Fund. 

 
Motion to adopt Resolution 2018-R-068. 
 
Moved:  Cm. Torres 
Second:  Cm. Gonzalez 
For:  5   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 
 
Cm. Perez, Cm. Altgelt, and Cm. Balli were not present. 

 
22. 2018-R-69 Authorizing City Manager to accept a grant in the amount of 

$1,243,814.00 from the Office of the Governor’s Homeland 
Security Grants Division (HSGD) for the purpose of funding the 
2017 Operation Stonegarden Grant (OPSG). This funding will 
be used for the purchase of equipment and for overtime and 
fringe benefit expenses used for Stonegarden Operations. No 
local match is required.  Funding is available in the Special 
Police Fund. 
 
Motion to adopt Resolution 2018-R-069. 
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Moved:  Cm. Torres 
Second:  Cm. Gonzalez 
For:  5   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 
 
Cm. Perez, Cm. Altgelt, and Cm. Balli were not present. 
 

23. 2018-R-70 Authorizing the City Manager to ratify and execute a contract 
from the Texas Department of State Health Services (DSHS) to 
continue to provide critically needed tuberculosis prevention, 
treatment, surveillance, intervention and diagnosis services in 
the amount of $156,757.00 with a cash and in-kind contribution 
of $31,351.00 and projected program income of $21,081.00 for 
a total of $209,189.00 for the City of Laredo Health Department 
(CLHD) Tuberculosis Elimination/State Program for the term of 
September 1, 2018 through August 31, 2019. 

 
Motion to adopt Resolution 2018-R-070. 
 
Moved:  Cm. Torres 
Second:  Cm. Gonzalez 
For:  5   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 
 
Cm. Perez, Cm. Altgelt, and Cm. Balli were not present. 

 
24. 2018-R-71 Authorizing the City Manager to ratify and accept a contract with 

the Texas Department of State Health Services in the amount of 
$230,491.00, with a projected amount of program income of 
$105,381.00 for a total of $335,872.00 for the continuation of 
the Immunization Action Plan (IAP) Program for the City of 
Laredo Health Department to provide immunizations for serious 
vaccine preventable diseases, conduct disease detection and 
surveillance activities for prevention for the term beginning 
September 1, 2018 through August 31, 2019. 

 
Motion to adopt Resolution 2018-R-071. 
 
Moved:  Cm. Torres 
Second:  Cm. Gonzalez 
For:  5   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 
 
Cm. Perez, Cm. Altgelt, and Cm. Balli were not present. 

 
X (b) MOTIONS 
 

25. Authorizing the City Manager to grant public firework permits for the City of 
Laredo at Uni-Trade Stadium located at 6320 Sinatra Pkwy, and Independence 
Hills Park located at 1102 N. Merida Dr. and the Max Mandel Municipal Golf 
Course located at 27700 FM 1472. The displays for Uni-Trade Stadium and 
Independence Hills Park will take place on the evening of July 4, 2018. The 
display for the Max Mandel Municipal Golf Course will take place on the evening 
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of June 30, 2018. The technicians for the displays will be Magic in the Sky. 
 

Cm. Vielma asked for clarification on the amount of each expenditure.  
 
Steve Landin, Laredo Fire Chief, clarified that the Max Mandel Golf Course event 
will take place on July 7, not June 30 as stated in the agenda item. He could not 
confirm the amounts of each expenditure.  
 
Anita Stanley, Assistant Parks & Leisure Services Director, reported that the 
Independence Hills Park event will be a 15-minute display at a cost of $10,000. 
She noted that she will confirm the funding source, as she did not participate in 
the contract negotiations.  
 
Motion to table. 
 
Moved:  Cm. Vielma 
Second:  Cm. Altgelt 
For:  3   Against:  2   Abstain:  0 
 Cm. Gonzalez Cm. Rodriguez 
 Cm. Vielma Cm. Torres 
 Cm. Altgelt 
 
Motion to table fails. 
 
Cynthia Collazo 

 
26. Consideration to award contract to the lowest bidder Chemtek, Inc., Morrisville, 

NC, in the amount of $52,183.66 for removal of taxiway edge pavement markings 
at the Laredo International Airport. Funding is available in the Airport 
Construction and Operations Fund- TXDOT Routine Airport Maintenance 
Program (RAMP) Grant 2018; and Airport Operation Fund. 

 
Motion to approve. 
 
Moved:  Cm. Vielma 
Second:  Cm. Altgelt 
For:  6   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 
 
Cm. Balli was not present. 

 
27. Consideration for approval of a naming rights agreement with Sames Motor Co. 

Inc., for the exclusive right to name the Arena consisting of the land and building 
located at 6700 Arena Boulevard, Laredo, Texas, currently known as the “Laredo 
Energy Arena” for a term of five (5) years, with an option to renew for a five (5) 
year term upon the same terms and conditions, except for the financial terms. 
The naming rights agreement shall be in the amount of $120,000.00 per year, 
payable in periodic quarterly installments. The agreement also grants Sames 
Motor Co. Inc. a license to use and occupy Arena Suite #7 in accordance with 
the terms of the agreement. Sames Motor Co. Inc. is solely responsible for all 
signage and transition costs.  The official name of the Arena shall be “Sames 
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Auto Arena”. 
 

Cynthia Collazo, Deputy City Manager, informed Council that this item concerns 
naming rights for the Laredo Energy Arena. Staff, along with Xavier Villalon and 
Anisa Treviño, have negotiated a contract with the Sames family. The new 
official name of the arena will be “Sames Auto Arena,” and the contract is a five-
year commitment with $120,000 paid per year for the rights.  
 
Xavier Villalon, General Manager of the arena, reported that the Sames family 
has been highly supportive in Downtown Laredo and the greater Laredo area. He 
voiced his enthusiasm for this partnership.  
 
Mayor Saenz thanked the Sames family for their efforts and contributions to the 
community.  
 
Motion to approve. 
 
Moved:  Cm. Altgelt 
Second:  Cm. Gonzalez 
For:  6   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 
 
Cm. Balli was not present. 

 
28. Ratifying payments of $85,272.50 to Laredo Trade & Travel Center, DBA -Casa 

Laredo, for the Monterrey office's daily operations and authorizing payment in the 
amount of $48,867.50 to Laredo Trade & Travel Center, DBA -Casa Laredo, for 
the Monterrey office's daily operations for the remainder of fiscal year 2017-2018, 
for a total of $134,140.00. Funding is available in the Convention & Visitors 
Bureau Department budget. 
 
Aileen Ramos, Convention & Visitors Bureau Director, reported that the 
department’s budget is approved by Council every year. This year, the ratification 
comes upon the recommendation of the Internal Auditor and Finance 
Departments. She clarified that the Department is not adding to its budget; she 
merely reported that of the $134,140 budgeted for Casa Laredo, $85,272.50 has 
already been spent, leaving $48,867.50 for the remainder of the fiscal year. The 
$134,140 is only for operational expenses, not for any advertising or other uses.  
 
Blasita Lopez, Executive Director of Tourism, Marketing, and Communications, 
stated that the City has been so present in the Monterrey market that the hotel 
occupancy statistics of Laredo is markedly different than those of cities in the 
valley. She recommended that the City continue to utilize Casa Laredo as it has 
proven to be essential. The City of McAllen had a Casa McAllen, which closed its 
doors several years ago and have experienced issues since then. She voiced 
her opinion that the City of Laredo has an advantage by keeping the Casa 
Laredo in Monterrey. The State of Texas and other cities keep satellite cities in 
international cities to attract visitors.  
 
Cm. Rodriguez asked why the City does not utilize a satellite office to increase its 
import/export operations. Mrs. Ramos countered that the Department does have 
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a plan to implement this objective in Guadalajara in the next fiscal year. 
Guadalajara is near several seaports and is one of the largest metropolitan areas 
in Mexico.  
 
Mrs. Lopez confirmed that staff would provide the financial impact statistics of 
Casa Laredo in Council’s Friday packet.  
 
Mrs. Ramos reported that this year’s budget for billboard advertising in Mexico is 
$297,000, which is one of the Department’s largest expenses because billboard 
advertising is very expensive. The Department has several billboards around 
Monterrey as well as print and electronic advertising.  
 
Motion to approve. 
 
Moved:  Cm. Torres 
Second:  Cm. Rodriguez 
For:  5   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 
 
Cm. Gonzalez and Cm. Balli were not present.  
 

29. Consideration for approval to ratify change order No. 4, an increase of $9,000.00, 
for automatic water levelers and chlorinators for the design/build contract with 
Sunset Pools, Laredo, Texas for the CDBG Freddy Benavides Recreational 
(Sisters of Mercy) Water Feature (Lazy River) adjacent to the City of Laredo 
Cigarroa Recreation Center Swimming Pool at 2201 Zacatecas Street. Change 
order No. 4 also provides for the installation of larger slides consistent with plans 
approved by design consultant in lieu of liquidated damages through May 15, 
2018 only.  Liquidated damages will be assessed for contract days after May 15, 
2018  until project is completed. Current contract amount with this change order 
is $1,507,900.00. Completion time for the project is scheduled for June 22, 2018. 
Community Development Block Grant will not cover this cost. Funding is 
available in the 2015 and 2016 CO Issues - District II Priority Funds ($9,000.00). 

 
Ricardo Quijano distributed packets to Council for the record. He displayed 
records obtained from the City of Laredo showing Cm. Rodriguez’s home at 3001 
Pecos Plaza, owned by his father-in-law, has a swimming pool built in the 
backyard without a permit from the City of Laredo Building Department. He 
displayed an email from the City Attorney’s Office confirming that there are no 
permits issued for this address with the City, and he asked management to 
delegate its authority to research why a permit was not issued prior to building 
this swimming pool. He noted that he was not sure if Sunset Pools worked Cm. 
Rodriguez’s pool, but the pool was rebuilt around the same time that Sunset 
Pools began work on the lazy river project. He displayed pictures of the 
progression of the work on the swimming pool, asking Cm. Rodriguez to disclose 
who worked on the pool.  
 
Mayor Saenz noted that he did not see any connection between Mr. Quijano’s 
allegations and the agenda item.  
 
Mr. Quijano stated that $9,000 is too much money to add to this project, which 
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has taken enough time and resources to-date.  
 
Lakshmana “Vish” Viswanath stated that Sunset Pools has come before Council 
six or seven times in the past. The last time Council discussed Sunset Pools, Mr. 
Ayala was supposed to be fined for the liquidated damages he incurred for not 
doing his job. He asked Council why they are now considering giving Mr. Ayala 
an additional $9,000, as he does not deserve any money. Mr. Vish also stated 
that he has received proof from the Risk Management Division that Mr. Ayala 
does not currently have any insurance coverage as of January 2018. He asked 
what happened to the contract compliance officer who was supposed to ensure 
that vendors comply with their contracts with the City. He asked Council to table 
this item until Sunset Pools shows proof of insurance.  
 
Cm. Vielma asked for a cost breakdown for the water levelers and chlorinators.  
 
Tony Ayala of Sunset Pools reminded Council that as of the last Council 
meeting, the lazy river project was 92-95% complete. He displayed an email sent 
to him by Mr. Juan Cotino of the City of Laredo Engineering Department 
requesting that Sunset Pools cease any work on this change order, which has 
still not been approved. He stated that he has simply been following the orders of 
the City to cease his work on the project.  
 
Cm. Vielma informed Mr. Ayala that with his experience in pools, he should have 
itemized automatic chlorinators and water levelers as they are necessary in 
commercial pools. $1.5 million should have covered those expenses.  
 
Mr. Ayala countered that if he does not have the authorization to work, he cannot 
install anything. He reminded Council that he built three sets of restrooms, the 
pools, some landscaping, and small buildings for this project. There was not 
enough money left to cover the chlorinators and levelers. Design fees are about 
10% of the total costs, and bonding is another 5%. He reminded Council that he 
is giving the City longer slides at a value of $300,000 in lieu of the $73,000 he 
owed in liquidated damages. He confirmed that the proper safety testing has 
been done to account for the larger slides. To-date, he has submitted all revised 
plans and tests to the Engineering Department.  
 
Cm. Vielma stated that a commercial pool must be able to endure for a long 
period of time. She noted that she drove by the Bartlett pool and took pictures, 
and the pool already has peeling paint. She reiterated that with the $1.5 million 
that the City paid, Mr. Ayala could have easily provided commercial-grade 
automatic chlorinators and water levelers.  
 
Mr. Ayala countered that he only designed what was asked of him at the time. 
The recommendations of automatic chlorinators and water levelers was added 
after the fact. 
 
Cm. Rodriguez recalled that he had offered to pay the $9,000 for the chlorinators 
and levelers from his district priority funds. He noted that Council has blamed him 
for this project from the beginning, but he is simply trying to complete a 
problematic project that he inherited. It is also the responsibility of staff to make 
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the recommendations and determine the budget for projects such as this.  
 
Cm. Torres reminded Council that they are following the recommendation of 
management, who negotiated new terms after Cm. Vielma requested the 
chlorinators and water levelers.  
 
Cynthia Collazo, Deputy City Manager, confirmed that the Engineering 
Department negotiated this contract with Mr. Ayala. Mr. Ayala added that staff 
asked him to submit a quote for the equipment, and he submitted one for $9,000. 
 
Rogelio Rivera, Engineering Director, assured Council that nobody on staff 
“dropped the ball.” In the past, the Parks Department has had troubles with 
automatic chlorinators and water levelers, opting to perform those tasks 
manually.  
 
Anita Stanley, Assistant Parks & Leisure Services Director, reported that she 
spoke with the Aquatics supervisor, who stated that he prefers to maintain the 
chlorination and water level manually.  
 
Mr. Ayala reported that his insurance carrier has confirmed that he currently 
holds a policy. He noted his frustration at allegations that he has lapses in 
coverage, owes taxes, and other claims against himself or his company.  
 
Mr. Rivera confirmed stated that staff confirmed Mr. Ayala has insurance 
coverage. The insurance was not continuous throughout the project, but it has 
been remedied. At the time that staff discovered the insurance had lapsed, the 
City Manager stopped work on the project.  
 
Mr. Ayala clarified that there was no lapse of insurance. When the previous 
carrier’s insurance expired, Sunset Pools shopped around for a different 
provider. The new policy became effective when the previous provider’s policy 
expired. Therefore, Sunset Pools had been continuously covered throughout the 
project.  
 
Cm. Altgelt noted that the safest precaution Mr. Ayala could have taken would be 
to have an overlap in the two insurance policies so that there is no lapse. Mr. 
Ayala reiterated that there was no overlap; one policy went into effect when the 
first one expired. He informed Council that he was told he could not have two 
overlapping insurance policies at the same time.  
 
Cm. Altgelt reminded Mr. Ayala that the City Engineer just testified that the 
insurance lapsed and resulted in the City Manager halted all work. Mayor Saenz 
asked Council to move on from this issue as it became redundant.  
 
Mr. Ayala estimated that the project should be completed and ready to open to 
the public by the end of June 2018, contingent to Sunset Pools being allowed to 
work without additional directives from the City to stop working.  
 
Mr. Rivera clarified that this agenda item is a ratification, as Council tentatively 
approved the change order to accept slides. Staff has received all of the 
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documentation that it requires, and the concrete has been poured. The only 
delay would be seven to eight days to allowed the poured concrete to cure. The 
assembly of the slides is being done currently.  
 
Mayor Saenz reminded Mr. Ayala that he has been incurring liquidated damages 
starting on May 15 and that Council had decided that June 22 would be the 
completion date deadline for the project. If the project is not completed by June 
22, Council already decided that the City would pursue damages from the bond. 
He asked what the consequences would be for Mr. Ayala, who projected that the 
completion date would be the end of the month and possibly beyond the June 22 
deadline.  
 
Mr. Rivera reminded Council that once construction is done, there must be an 
inspection and approvals by the Health Department and a safety company. That 
is beyond the contract date set.  
 
Mr. Ayala noted that he never agreed to June 22 as the completion date; that 
was set by Council. Construction has been at a halt since April 23, 2018, 
because the slides were not approved by Council.  
 
Mayor Saenz asked when Mr. Ayala will truly be done with the project. Mr. Ayala 
confirmed that he would be done by the first week of July. He also noted his 
disagreement with Council’s pursuit of liquidated damages after he offered the 
new, bigger slides in lieu of liquidated damages.  
 
Mayor Saenz informed Mr. Ayala that the liquidated damages incurred beyond 
May 15 stand, as does the June 22 deadline to complete the project. The City 
will make good on its promise to pursue liquidated damages if Mr. Ayala does not 
honor the agreement.  
 
Mr. Rivera confirmed that when the larger, taller slides are installed, a new 
professional will need to come back to perform an inspection on them. The plans 
and specifications have been provided, but the slides will need to be inspected 
upon inspection, which is common practice.  
 
Cm. Torres issued an apology to staff for insinuations that they were not 
performing their duties correctly in this project. Based on the evidence and 
testimony presented, he noted that staff has performed their due diligence 
despite Council’s continual interference with this change order. He asked if staff 
has been properly maintaining the Bartlett pool slides which Cm. Vielma claims 
are peeling.  
 
Graciela Briones, Assistant Parks & Leisure Services Director, noted that she 
was unsure if Cm. Vielma was referring to the pool slides or the park slides that 
are within the vicinity of the pool. She noted that some slides have begun to fade 
in color, but they do not require any maintenance procedures. Fading could be a 
result of chlorine or pool chemicals, but they are same types of slides as used in 
other parks and pools.  
 
Cm. Torres stated that Cm. Vielma’s claims are very believable but if the 
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responsibility lies with staff to maintain the pools, then Mr. Ayala cannot be 
blamed for them falling into disrepair. The manuals should include instructions for 
maintaining the slides, and staff should commit to following those instructions.  
 
Motion to deny change order number 4 and approve the water slides that were 
pending final approval and clarification as recommended by staff.  
 
Moved:  Cm. Torres 
Second:  Cm. Rodriguez 
For:  6   Against:  1   Abstain:  0 
 Cm. Gonzalez Cm. Vielma 
 Cm. Rodriguez 
 Cm. Perez 
 Cm. Torres 
 Cm. Altgelt 
 Cm. Balli 

 
30. Consideration for approval to award a construction contract to the lowest 

qualified bidder South Texas Buildcon, Edinburg, LLC., Texas, in the amount of 
$136,757.04 for the Sidewalk Improvements Phase I Tilden Avenue/Eistetter 
Street Area (19 Blocks) – District IV with a construction contract time of ninety 
(90) calendar days; and authorizing the City Manager to execute all related 
contract documents contingent upon receipt and approval of insurance and bond 
documents. Completion date for the project is scheduled for September 2018. 
Funding is available in the 2017 CO. 

 
Rogelio Rivera, Engineering Director, confirmed that South Texas Buildcon is the 
same contractor that is currently performing the work on Bartlett.  
 
Cm. Torres noted that his district has experienced several issues with South 
Texas Buildcon, and this project is located in his district. He reported that he was 
made aware of this contractor not complying with ADA standards, project delays, 
and complaints from citizens and property owners of this contractor not cleaning 
up the job site. He voiced his dissatisfaction with this contractor. He asked the 
City Attorney if Council is obligated to go with the lowest bidder.  
 
Kristina L. Hale, City Attorney, explained that it depends on how the bid was 
issued. If the bid specified the “lowest bidder” or “lowest responsible bidder,” then 
Council must adhere to those specifications. 
 
Mr. Rivera noted that this contractor came before Council previously appealing to 
Council because staff recommended a different contractor for a project. Council 
favored South Texas Buildcon at the time.  
 
Cm. Torres agreed, noting that Council gave this contractor the benefit of the 
doubt despite staff not recommending him, even though he had been the lowest 
bidder. He voiced his opinion that this contractor did not perform adequately in 
that situation. He asked Mr. Rivera who he would recommend otherwise for this 
project.  
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Mr. Rivera reported that seven contractors submitted quotes for this projects; he 
recommended ALC Construction as the next lowest bidder for this project. The 
difference between ALC Construction and South Texas Buildcon’s proposals is 
about $9,000. ALC Construction is a local contractor.  
 
Cm. Perez cited a policy where, when comparing between a local and out-of-
town contractor, if the quotes are within 5% of each other, Council can opt for the 
local contractor as opposed to the lowest bidder.  
 
Mr. Rivera clarified that South Texas Buildcon is also a local contractor, as there 
is a local office in Laredo.  
 
Cm. Balli reported that the contractor who perform sidewalk improvements in 
District VIII did excellent work. He asked who performed that work. Mr. Rivera 
confirmed that ALC Construction was the contractor in the District VIII sidewalk 
improvement project. Cm. Balli informed Council that the District VIII project was 
very successful with no complaints from that contractor.  
 
Motion to award the contract to ALC Construction as recommended by staff. 
 
Moved:  Cm. Torres 
Second:  Cm. Gonzalez 
For:  7   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 

 
31. Consideration for approval of the selection of consultant for the design of a New 

Police Department Annex Building approximately 40,000 square feet located 
North of the Main Police Headquarters and will include a parking lot; and 
authorization to negotiate a professional services contract.  No financial impact. 

 
Cm. Torres requested the scores for this project; he noted that the scores were 
previously included in the background section of the agendas and asked staff to 
continue to provide them. He added that he does not have any issue with staff’s 
recommendation, but he would like to see the scores presented for transparency 
purposes and to inform Council’s decisions.  
 
Rogelio Rivera, Engineering Director, reported that he did not have the scoring 
information available at present, but 12 proposals were submitted. The three 
firms that were shortlisted were Slay Architects from Laredo, Cavazos Architects 
from Laredo, and Redline Architects from Laredo. He recommended Slay 
Architects for this project.  
 
Cm. Balli voiced his agreement that the scoring sheets should be included in 
Council’s Friday packets as they are greatly needed.  
 
Motion to award the project to Slay Architects as per staff recommendation.  
 
Moved:  Cm. Torres 
Second:  Cm. Balli 
For:  5   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 
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Cm. Gonzalez and Cm. Perez were not present. 
 

32. Consideration for approval of the selection of sole respondent Slay Engineering 
Company Inc. Laredo, Texas as a consultant for the Fasken Recreational Center 
Shade Structure (Palapa) located at 15201 Cerralvo Drive; and authorization to 
negotiate a professional services contract.  No financial impact. 

 
Motion to approve. 
 
Moved:  Cm. Altgelt 
Second:  Cm. Balli 
For:  5   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 
 
Cm. Gonzalez and Cm. Perez were not present.  

 
33. Consideration to approve the continuation lease agreement between the City of 

Laredo and Inmuebles Laredo, L.L.C. to allow the City of Laredo to continue to 
provide clinic services at 3806 South Highway 83, Riverhills Commercial Center, 
Suite 400-500 situated in Laredo, Texas 78040 for the City of Laredo Health 
Department Women, Infants and Children (WIC) and Health Promotion 
Programs. The term of the agreement shall be for nine (9) months beginning 
April 16, 2018 to January 16, 2019. Monthly rent is a total of $11,708.22, for a 
total annual amount of $140,498.64. Funding is available through the Health 
Department Budget and the agreement is contingent on the availability of funds. 

 
Motion to approve. 
 
Moved:  Cm. Torres 
Second:  Cm. Vielma 
For:  5   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 
 
Cm. Gonzalez and Cm. Perez were not present. 

 
34. Authorizing the City Manager to: sign the Monaco Subdivision Phase II plat 

dedicating a public right of way and granting a utility easement ; sign a temporary 
construction license to allow Monaco Development, LLC. to construct the 
roadway segment connecting to Lapiz Lane and constructing a water line and 
storm drainage; and to enter into a maintenance agreement with Monaco 
Development, LLC. to maintain the strip of City property situated between 
Monaco Subdivision and Backwoods of Tiara Subdivision at no cost to the City. 
 
Steve Landing, Laredo Fire Chief, explained that this area of land connects the 
two subdivisions. It is currently a street that dead ends, and EMS services need 
a connection to navigate the neighborhoods.  
 
Nathan Bratton, Planning Director, reported that the Planning Department has 
also requested this connection to enhance the connectivity and mobility between 
the neighborhoods. Without this connection, the neighborhood only has one exit 
straight to McPherson. This connection allows both neighborhoods to navigate 
the area as well as provide accessibility to the park nearby. Staff has negotiated 
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with the developer to allow them to cross a small strip of land to build the road, 
which will be a City road. The developer will enter into a maintenance agreement 
to keep the small strip of greenspace on either side clean and trimmed. The City 
will need to issue the developer a license to perform that maintenance. He 
recommended approval of this item as it benefits the City and citizens, allowing 
the City to realize the mobility goals in the Comprehensive Plan.  
 
Motion to approve. 
 
Moved:  Cm. Altgelt 
Second:  Cm. Torres 
For:  5   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 
 
Cm. Gonzalez and Cm. Perez were not present. 
 

35. Consideration to award a one (1) year supply contract to the sole source bidder, 
HydroPro Solutions LLC, Georgetown, Texas in the amount of $197,087.00 for 
the purchase of Master Meter's Octave Ultrasonic water meters with 
communication modules for the Utilities Department. All meters meet AWWA 
Standards, NSF Standard 61 Certification, and NSF 61 Annex F and G (lead 
requirements). All meters will be ordered on an as needed basis. The term of this 
contract shall be for a period of one (1) year as of the date of its execution. 
Funding is available in the Water Works Fund. 

 
Motion to approve. 
 
Moved:  Cm. Torres 
Second:  Cm. Vielma 
For:  5   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 
 
Cm. Gonzalez and Cm. Perez were not present. 

 
36. Consideration to authorize the City Manager to enter into an agreement with 501 

Imperial Partners, LP  to lay an 8" sewer main with sanitary sewer manholes, 
construct an extension of an 8" water main line, should it be needed, and to 
further authorize the City Manager to sign a temporary construction license along 
a forty (40) foot strip of land owned by the City on the north west corner of Crown 
Ridge Subdivision to allow 501 Imperial Partners, Lp and its agents and 
contractors to construct the needed improvements. The City will not incur any 
expenses. 

 
Motion to approve. 
 
Moved:  Cm. Torres 
Second:  Cm. Vielma 
For:  5   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 
 
Cm. Gonzalez and Cm. Perez were not present. 

 
END OF CONSENT AGENDA 
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XI. STAFF REPORTS 
 

37. Discussion with possible action on ongoing audits and/or irregularities identified 
by the Internal Auditor including the potential assignment of other and/or 
additional auditing duties; and any other matters incident thereto. 

 
Veronica Baeza, Internal Auditor, reported that there were no new issues to 
report. She noted that, given the hiring freeze at the City, it has been difficult to 
fill the position of Contract Compliance Officer, which had been assigned to the 
Internal Auditor’s Office. The City is currently recruiting for the position, and 13 
referrals have been received so far.  
 
Cm. Rodriguez asked the Internal Auditor, for the sake of transparency, to bring 
a status update on a certain all-terrain vehicle purchased by the City, particularly 
who uses it, the purpose of its acquisition by the City, and where it is being 
stored. He requested her to submit the report by the next Council meeting and 
include in her report whether the vehicle has been used for private purposes or 
City business.  
 
Motion to direct the Internal Auditor to perform an audit on the all-terrain vehicles 
purchased by the City and to report back to Council, particularly on the issues of 
their intended uses, who uses them, and where they are stored.  
 
Moved:  Cm. Rodriguez 
Second:  Cm. Altgelt 
For:  7   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 

 
38. Report by Priscilla Iglesias, Executive Director for Laredo Main Street, on the 

organization performance through FY 2017- 2018, as per 3rd Party Contract 
terms. 

 
Priscilla Iglesias, Laredo Main Street Executive Director, reported that Laredo 
Main Street is currently under contract with the City of Laredo for third party 
funding and hotel/motel occupancy. As part of the contract, Laredo Main Street is 
required to give a performance report to Council for the fiscal year from October 
1, 2017 to present.  
 
Arturo Garcia, Community Development Director, clarified that Laredo Main 
Street and the Laredo Economic Development Corporation are contractually 
required to give performance reports. LEDC is scheduled to report to Council at 
the next Council Meeting. Laredo Main Street submits monthly reports when 
requesting reimbursements, but the contract stipulates that the organization 
report to Council.  
 
Ms. Iglesias explained that Laredo Main Street’s mission to preserve the 
Downtown heritage and culture is achieved through four main approaches: 
economic vitality, design, promotion, and organization. In January 2018, Laredo 
Main Street launched a new website www.laredomainstreet.org, which was well-
received. LMS was recognized as a State Certified Farmers Market by the Texas 

http://www.laredomainstreet.org/
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Department of Agriculture Commissioner Sid Miller for 2018, marking its eighth 
year to do so. In February 2018, LMS participated in the creation of a local food 
policy council along with many agricultural advocates. On March 26, 2018, LMS 
was recognized as a Nationally Accredited Main Street Program by the National 
Main Street Center/Main Street America, Laredo’s 10th year to do so. On May 5, 
2018, LMS expanded its El Centro de Laredo Farmers Market to add a second 
date and location. Now, the Farmers Market is held in San Agustin Plaza every 
first Saturday of the month and in Jarvis Plaza every third Saturday of the month. 
Adding a second market day has increased fresh food accessibility to residents 
of Downtown and surrounding areas.  
 
Ms. Iglesias noted that the additional Farmers Market day has been well-
received. Because of the harsh heat, it has been more difficult to provide fresh 
fruit and produce to customers at the market during summer months, but the 
attendance has been good with good feedback. Cm. Altgelt noted that two large 
residences live in close proximity to Jarvis Plaza, but San Agustin Plaza is a little 
further away. He asked what feedback Ms. Iglesias received from vendors in 
terms of sales. 
 
Ms. Iglesias reported that the first market day in San Agustin Plaza went very 
well; most vendors brought the same amount of produce to the market, and 
many vendors sold out of their produce. Through the economic vitality 
committee, Laredo Main Street intends to collect more data and determine better 
methods of data collection/analysis for its operations. She reported that the 
average attendance of the Farmers Market is about 150 attendees per market 
with an average of 25-35 vendors. Two to three local farmers participate in the 
market, and 2-25 volunteers help facilitate each market. She noted that vendors 
have started at the Farmers Market and have grown to such a point that they 
have established brick and mortar businesses in Laredo.  
 
Ms. Iglesias continued that El Centro de Laredo Farmers Market partnered with 
Laredo Active Living in January 2018 to provide free Zumba classes and blood 
pressure screenings at every Farmers Market. In February 2018, El Centro 
partnered with the Texas A&M Agrilife Extension office to provide free gardening 
educational demonstrations to every market. El Centro has also partnered with 
the Laredo Center for Urban Agriculture and Sustainability at Canseco House for 
community gardening. The Friday before the Farmers Market, volunteers help 
harvest the garden’s produce for sale at the market.  
 
Laredo Main Street also hosts the Streets of Laredo Artisan Bazaar, also known 
as Caminarte, collaborating with the Convention & Visitors Bureau, the Laredo 
Center for the Arts, and Hecho a Mano. This event is held on a monthly basis, 
but Laredo Main Street participates quarterly. The next Caminarte will take place 
on Friday, June 8, from 5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. at the Laredo Center for the Arts. 
Live music and local artists are featured at the event with the opportunity to 
purchase the art displayed.  
 
In March, Laredo Main Street hosted the Downtown Bar Crawl for St. Patrick’s 
Day, in which nine Downtown businesses participated. Eventgoers were given a 
stamp card upon registration and were encouraged to visit at least five of the 
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participating businesses and make a purchase of any kind for a stamp. When the 
eventgoers turned in their cards with at least five stamps, they were entered to 
win prizes for Downtown businesses to encourage economic development in the 
Downtown area. The feedback from businesses was so positive that Ms. Iglesias 
noted she is researching opportunities to offer the incentive more frequently.  
 
Ms. Iglesias reported that May 2018 was National Preservation Month and 
National Bike Month, and Laredo Main Street incorporated both concepts in the 
May Farmers Markets. They hosted a historic bike tour with about 20 riders as 
well as an evening glow ride with Bike Laredo from Cultura Beer Garden through 
Downtown.  
 
Ms. Iglesias summarized that in the last nine months, Laredo Main Street has 
hosted 16 events Downtown, bringing an estimated 300-400 people to the 
Downtown area each month. She reported that a program that ended this year 
was the Façade Improvement Grant Program through the Community 
Development Department; the program stopped accepting new applications as of 
February 2018. The program used $77,467.50 in funds, completing four buildings 
with two still in process.  
 
Ms. Iglesias informed Council that, in the near future, Laredo Main Street intends 
to launch a hitching post project with Bike Laredo and the City’s Parks & Leisure 
Services Department. An economic vitality strategic planning session is also 
forthcoming, and the UETA Jamboozie Festival will take place on September 8, 
2018. Ms. Iglesias thanked the City of Laredo for their funding, which has been 
essentially for Laredo Main Street to continue offering its programs.  
 
No action taken. 

 
39. Discussion with possible action to consider a first request for an extension of 

Injury Leave with pay in accordance with 143.073 (b) of the Texas Local 
Government Code for Patrol Officer Arturo Vela. 

 
Motion to approve. 
 
Moved:  Cm. Torres 
Second:  Cm. Gonzalez 
For:  7   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 

 
40. Discussion with possible action to consider a second request for an extension of 

Injury Leave with pay in accordance with 143.073 (b) of the Texas Local 
Government Code for Police Captain Guadalupe A. Ortiz. 

 
Motion to approve. 
 
Moved:  Cm. Torres 
Second:  Cm. Gonzalez 
For:  7   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 

 
41. Discussion with possible action to consider a second request for an extension of 
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Injury Leave with pay in accordance with 143.073 (b) of the Texas Local 
Government Code for Patrol Officer Alfredo Rodriguez. 
 
Motion to approve. 
 
Moved:  Cm. Torres 
Second:  Cm. Gonzalez 
For:  7   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 
 

XII. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

None. 
 
XIII. RECESS AS THE LAREDO CITY COUNCIL AND CONVENE AS THE LAREDO 

MASS TRANSIT BOARD 
 

Motion to recess as the Laredo City Council and convene as the Laredo Mass Transit 
Board. 
 
Moved:  Cm. Torres 
Second:  Cm. Altgelt 
For:  7   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 
 
42. 2018-RT-04 Authorizing the City Manager to submit a grant application in the 

amount of $437,379.00 to the Federal Transit Administration 
(FTA) for Fiscal Year 2018 Section 5339 Bus and Bus Facilities 
Program authorized under the new Fixing America's Surface 
Transportation (FAST) Act.  Funding will be used for the 
purchase of one (1) 35-foot heavy-duty bus for the El Metro 
fixed-route bus operations. The twenty (20) percent local match 
for this grant is funded with the Transit's Sales Tax. 
 
Motion to adopt Resolution 2018-RT-04. 
 
Moved:  Cm. Torres 
Second:  Cm. Altgelt 
For:  7   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 

 
XIV. ADJOURN AS THE LAREDO MASS TRANSIT BOARD AND RECONVENE AS THE 

LAREDO CITY COUNCIL 
 

Motion to adjourn as the Laredo Mass Transit Board and reconvene as the Laredo 
City Council.  
 
Moved:  Cm. Torres 
Second:  Cm. Balli 
For:  7   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 
 

43. GENERAL COUNCIL DISCUSSIONS AND PRESENTATIONS 
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A. Request by Council Member George Altgelt 
 

1. Discussion and possible action to use district priority funds to hire a cycling 
and pedestrian engineer to design routes, scope of magnitude, and oversee 
construction (to commence immediately thereafter) from district VII into 
downtown Laredo. 

 
Cm. Torres noted that the City Manager had asked Council to give a 
monetary number when using district priority funds. 
 
Cm. Altgelt noted that he did not have a number specified at this time. 
 
Robert A. Eads, Traffic Director, informed Council that staff will have to go 
out for RFQs on these routes as quickly as possible and can bring a dollar 
amount to Council. He could not provide a cost estimate prior to going out 
for RFQs.  
 
Cm. Altgelt agreed that he would be hesitant to specify a dollar amount of 
district priority funds at this time, as it tends to result in the professional 
budgeting for the maximum amount rather than determining his/her own 
cost.  
 
Cm. Torres recommended that Cm. Altgelt specify “an amount as 
recommended by staff.” 
 
Motion to approve with a financial number as recommended by staff, as 
amended. 
 
Moved:  Cm. Altgelt 
Second:  Cm. Torres 
For:  7   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 

 
2. Discussion and possible action to review practices at the Building 

Department for the purpose of permitting and construction on the downtown 
area; and any related matters incident thereto. 

 
Cm. Altgelt asked how Council can assist the Building Development 
Services Department streamline its services, particularly permits. Council 
Members often receive complaints regarding the timeliness of Building 
Department services, but he noted that department perspective would be 
helpful in finding a solution.  
 
Victor Linares, Acting Building Director, informed Council that the 
Department has worked with management on different components 
regarding its functions and customer service. He noted that Gerardo Pinzón 
is the acting Building Official to improve the building inspection and planning 
review processes. Customer service is an ongoing process, but staff is 
working on training videos for employees and the public regarding 
resources, processes, and regulations. He noted that having more clerks in 
the reception area to answer phone calls and receive customers would be 
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very helpful. Having the manpower to meet the demand of the customers is 
the Department’s greatest challenge. The waiting area for customers and 
applicants in the Building Department is crowded, especially on Friday 
afternoons. Training staff would be a key asset to improving the Building 
Department.  
 
Cm. Altgelt asked if the Building staff is able to provide technical assistance 
to the public to fill in their permit applications.  
 
Mr. Linares noted that depending on the applicant’s business, it is possible 
to provide quick technical assistance, like mom-and-pop stores. More 
complex businesses, like professional services and architects/engineers, 
are more technically complicated. The Building Department requires 
certifications and licenses, which requires renewal and training to maintain. 
The City currently provides the time and funds to continue annual license 
requirements via training allocations. The allocation of funds and time is fair, 
but he voiced his opinion that the Department could use more in order to 
stay abreast of the certification/licensing requirements and adapting to 
changes in the Codes.  
 
Gerardo Pinzón, acting building official, reported that training for building 
inspectors is expensive and not readily available; the closest official training 
location is in Colorado currently. The inspector examination can be taken at 
any time, and Mr. Pinzón trains staff informally in-house. The Building Code 
includes all codes, but specialists only have to know their specific code (i.e. 
Electrical). It has been difficult to schedule the official training recently. He 
confirmed that the Department will bring a slightly increased training budget 
to Council during the budget workshop.  
 
A power outage caused a brief recess. 
 
No action taken.  

 
3. Discussion with possible action to provide the necessary leave time and 

funding for all planners at the Planning Department to become accredited by 
the American Institute of Certified Planners (AICP). 

 
No discussion or action taken. 

 
B. Request by Council Member Roberto Balli 

 
1. Discussion with possible action to create a committee to help form a 

Community Based Development Corporation to build new housing and 
refurbish existing housing in Downtown, El Cuatro, and the St. Peter's 
Neighborhoods and any related matters. 
 
No discussion or action taken. 
 

C. Request by Council Member Vidal Rodriguez 
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1. Discussion with possible action to direct the Technical Review Board and 
the City Manager to direct city staff to review and recommend changes to 
the Laredo Development Code for the purpose of revising the dimensional 
standards setback requirements; and any matters incident thereto. 

 
No discussion or action taken. 

 
2. Discussion with possible action to revert Bartlett Avenue back to its original 

traffic pattern in light of all the traffic accidents, traffic safety issues, and the 
petition that was generated though social media with more than a thousand 
signatures and comments for concerns; and any matters incident thereto. 

 
No discussion or action taken. 

 
D. Request by Council Member Alberto Torres, Jr. 

 
1. Discussion with possible action to re-name the K. Tarver Recreation Center 

as the Margarito Benavides Recreation Center and dedicating the following 
city buildings/parks contingent to the review of the Facility Naming and 
Recognitions Commission; and any other matters incident thereto. 

 
a. Laredo Police Substation on Springfield Avenue in memory of fallen 

Police Officer and lifelong District IV resident Pedro Ayala(+) 
b. Eastwoods Park in memory of the late Arturo N. Benavides, Sr.(+) for his 

philanthropic contributions to the Laredo community 
 

No discussion or action taken. 
 

2. Status Report on the Voluntary Retirement Incentive Program for current 
City employees; and any other matters incident thereto. 

 
No discussion or action taken. 

 
E. Request by Council Member Nelly Vielma 

 
1. Discussion with possible action to initiate Debarment procedures against 

Antonio "Tony" Ayala, Sunset pools, and any of his agents, subsidiary or 
joint venture names due to the continuous breaches of contract and non-
compliance at the Bartlett and Lazy River pool projects and any matters 
incident thereto. (Co-Sponsored by Council Member George Altgelt) 

 
No discussion or action taken. 

 
2. Discussion with possible action requesting status on the Contracts 

Compliance Officer and who is charge with this task, under what department 
and any matters incident thereto.  (Co-Sponsored by Council Member 
George Altgelt) 

 
Veronica Baeza, Internal Auditor, reported that the Contract Compliance 
Officer position was approved during the budget process, to be effective 
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October 1, 2017. Staff modified the knowledge, skills, and abilities 
requirements for the position posting. This was done during the time that 
auditing staff were working on the priority audits as directed by Council. The 
position was posted mid-February 2018, and seven application referrals 
were received March 25, 2018. Those applications met the qualifications, 
but staff wanted to receive more referrals. 
 
Cm. Torres voiced his opinion that staff should have made a decision and 
filled the position in a much faster period of time, as the position is still 
unfilled eight months later. The City needs someone in the position to assist 
with ensuring compliance.  
 
Cm. Vielma asked that filling this position be a high priority to move away 
from the prolonged issues with some contracts and third parties. She voiced 
her opinion that the Contract Compliance Officer should not be solely under 
the Internal Auditor’s Office but under several departments to ensure a 
proper checks and balances system. She recommended involving the City 
Attorney’s Office, Risk Management, Engineering, and Purchasing so that 
the Internal Auditor’s Office is assisted in ensuring compliance on all 
aspects of a contract.  
 
Cm. Torres voiced his disagreement to Cm. Vielma’s recommendation 
because currently, the Internal Auditor reports directly to Council. If Council 
were to add more people to the direction of this position, there may be more 
interference in the compliance officer’s duties. If the Auditor receives 
direction from Council that staff work diligently with the Auditor to bring 
forward reports, then she has the authority to go to the departments 
mentioned by Cm. Vielma to request the documentation needed. He added 
that if any departments are uncooperative with the Auditor’s requests, then 
she should notify Council immediately so that they may direct the City 
Manager’s Office to intervene with the department that is not cooperating. 
Failure to cooperate with the Internal Auditor’s requests is insubordination 
and will be addressed by management.  
 
Cm. Vielma clarified that she is not asking for an employee from each 
department to come to the Contract Compliance Officer, but that she is 
asking for a process to be established as one does not exist. At the last 
Council meeting, Council was not able to trigger the performance bond 
because they were not advised in time. It appears that nobody knows at 
what point to determine that a vendor is not in compliance or what can be 
done on either side to remedy the noncompliance. A process would give the 
new hire guidance for completing his or her duties.  
 
Mayor Saenz noted that a process may already be formatted. 
 
Mrs. Baeza confirmed that a process is already in place in the Internal 
Auditor’s Office; staff can further develop what is already drafted to 
incorporate some of the components mentioned by Cm. Vielma. Cm. Vielma 
countered that this is not what she was told by Mrs. Baeza last week, which 
is why she made the request to develop a process.  
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Mrs. Baeza clarified that staff has programs in place, but it can be further 
developed to address the needs specific to the Contract Compliance Officer 
for different phases of the contract.  
 
Mayor Saenz asked if every contract is currently audited or spot-checked by 
the Internal Auditor’s Office; Mrs. Baeza answered that staff spot-checks 
because there are so many contracts on file with the City that it is nearly 
impossible to thoroughly check all of them at this time.  
 
Cm. Altgelt cautioned Council from waiving the hiring freeze, as it is in place 
for a reason. The City’s budget is currently under strain.  
 
Cm. Torres countered that during the budget workshop, Cm. Altgelt himself 
said that economic development is essential and encouraged Council to hire 
an economic development officer. This is also a hindrance to the budget. 
Therefore, Cm. Altgelt’s caution to Council is contradictory to his own 
statements and actions earlier in the budget year. The City Manager has the 
authorization to waive the freeze on any position that he deems necessary, 
and Council sees the importance of the compliance officer. He voiced his 
opinion that the Contract Compliance Officer should have been hired 30-60 
days after Council approved the funding of the position. However, there are 
only three months left in the fiscal year, and the position is still vacant.  
 
Cynthia Collazo, Deputy City Manager, confirmed that staff is prepared to 
move forward with filling this position.  
 
Cm. Altgelt conceded to Cm. Torres’s point, adding that if the City had hired 
a Contract Compliance Officer immediately after approving the position, 
then perhaps the City would not be experiencing such a big budgetary 
shortfall. 
 
Motion to waive the hiring freeze for the Contract Compliance Officer 
position so that management has the direct authorize to fill the position.  
 
Moved:  Cm. Torres 
Second:  Cm. Vielma 
For:  7   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 
 

3. Discussion with possible action to establish a Capital Improvements 
Advisory Committee and any items incident thereto. 
 
No discussion or action taken. 
 

F. Request by Mayor Pro-Tempore Charlie San Miguel 
 

1. Discussion with possible action to consider a late application submission for 
Third Party Funding by Ruthe B. Cowl Rehabilitation Center. If approved by 
City Council application will be provided to the Third Party Funding Advisory 
Committee for review with all other applications for inclusion of the 2018-
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2019 Budget. (Co-Sponsored by Council Member Alberto Torres) 
 

Jackie Rodriguez, Executive Director of the Ruthe B. Cowl Rehabilitation 
Center 
 
Motion to direct staff to accept the late application from the Ruthe B. Cowl 
Rehabilitation Center for review by the Third Party Funding Advisory 
Committee along with the other applications for inclusion in the 2018-2019 
budget.  
 
Moved:  Cm. Torres 
Second:  Cm. Gonzalez 
For:  6   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 
 
Cm. Balli was not present.  

 
XV. ADJOURN 
 

Motion to adjourn and bring the items that weren’t addressed to the next Council 
meeting. 
 
Moved:  Cm. Gonzalez 
Second:  Cm. Rodriguez 
For:  7   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 
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