SUPPLEMENTAL AGENDA
CITY OF LAREDO
RECOGNITION AND COMMUNICATION NOTICE
M2018-S-07
CITY COUNCIL
CHAMBERS 1110
HOUSTON STREET
LAREDO, TEXAS 78040
May 21, 2018
5:00 P.M.

The Mayor presented the following:

1. Recognizing Mr. Conrado Cruz and the original board members that helped establish Taylor
Baseball Park and Little League.

No recognition made.

CITY OF LAREDO CITY COUNCIL MEETING
M2018-S-07
CITY COUNCIL
CHAMBERS 1110
HOUSTON STREET
LAREDO, TEXAS 78040
May 21, 2018
5:30 P.M.

MOTIONS

1. Consideration to award contract FY18-062 for the purchase of 1,200 traffic STOP signs
and accessories to the followings low bidders:

Section I: Vulcan Signs, Foley, Alabama, in an amount up to $ 24,180.00 and;

Section II: Black Top Industries, New Braunfels, Texas, in an amount up to $
43,120.00;

These traffic STOP signs and accessories are replacements for stop signs that are
either faded or damaged, along with the accessories needed to install them.. Funding

is available in the Traffic Operations Fund.

Motion to approve.

Moved: Cm. Balli
Second: Cm. Torres
For. 7 Against: 0 Abstain: 0

Cm. Gonzalez was not present.



GENERAL COUNCIL DISCUSSIONS AND PRESENTATIONS

A. Request by Council Member George Altgelt

1.

Status Report on the trails at the Max Golf Course property and directing the City
Manager to acquire through donation the proposed River Vega property within the
golf course and to continue the trail project through City resources, and any other
matters incident thereto. (Co-Sponsored by Council Member Nelly Vielma)

Graciela Briones, Assistant Parks & Leisure Services Director, reported that about
a mile and a half of trails have been completed, which is about 30% of the entire
scope of work. Two bridges are pending in the area close to a ravine by the club
house.

Cm. Altgelt specified that these bridges are located between hole 14 and 18. He
asked if the construction of the bridges can be done in-house or if it needs to be
outsourced.

Mrs. Briones noted that she will bring a recommendation to Council at a later time,
as she is not familiar with the area in question and its specification.

Cm. Altgelt reported that the contractor offered to provide the schematics to the
City so that the Parks Department can determined whether they can construct it in-
house. He also voiced his understanding that the adjacent landowner owes the City
some acreage and is willing to donate the first phase of that acreage, 35 acres of
vega adjacent to the golf course. He asked staff to engage the landowner to
procure a deed.

No action taken.

B. Request by Council Member Roberto Balli

1.

Discussion with Possible action to hire Muralist Sandra Gonzalez to paint a mural
of the "Abrazo" in downtown Laredo and any matters incident thereto. (Co-
Sponsored by Mayor Pro Tempore Charlie San Miguel and Council Member
Alejandro "Alex" Perez)

Sandra Gonzalez, muralist, displayed her concept for the area and noted that she
has participated in many murals throughout the United States. She also presented
before and after images of building facades and structures that she transformed
into vivid murals depicting local culture.

Ms. Gonzalez explained that she is licensed to drive lifts in order complete her
murals. She can manage large groups of volunteers when creating community
murals and prefers to depict Hispanic culture and figures. She noted that the
concept of ElI Abrazo will prominently feature the City of Laredo logo with two
Latina females embracing while holding American and Mexican flags. The
background includes a vivid magenta with flowering cacti in the foreground.
Potential locations include the south wall of the old Sames-Moore Building (location
of the Rialto Hotel) on Matamoros Street. The building owner has been very

2



enthusiastic about having this mural on his building, but the traffic flows southward,
making the mural not visible to drivers except in their rearview mirrors. Another
option is the old Southern Hotel building at the intersection of Convent and
Matamoros.

Cm. Torres stated that the mural conceptual art uses the outdated City logo with
the wrong Confederate flag; he asked if Ms. Gonzalez will be able to update that
when she paints the official mural. She confirmed that she was made aware of the
change to the logo and will incorporate the updated one moving forward.

Cm. Torres reported that he would support this mural because of its impact on the
community, but he asked what the actual name of the “Abrazo” project is and what
the involvement or ownership of the WBCA would be.

Randy Blair, Washington’s Birthday Celebration Association President-Elect,
reported that the organization supports the project and simply wants to ensure that
the work is done through the organization, who has the El Abrazo Children
copyright as well as the Bridge Celebration.

Cm. Balli assured Mr. Blair that Council would not move forward with this mural
without the support of WBCA. He asked if the organization would support a
Facebook contest to select a boy and girl to represent the characters on the mural,
which had been suggested recently.

Mr. Blair noted that the organization would help entertain any fundraising events to
support the artists, but there are many Abrazo children who will be excluded in a
contest. However, the organization will do whatever they could to help raise funds
for the mural.

Motion to allocate District VIII priority funds in the amount of $20,000 for this project
and direct staff to allow Sandra Gonzalez access to the Southern Hotel to
determine retrofitting to place this mural; if this location cannot be used for the
mural, direct staff to enter into an agreement with Mr. Izaguirre to use the Rialto
Hotel as the mural location or consider other possible properties and direct staff to
work with Ms. Gonzalez and the Washington’s Birthday Celebration Association
collectively on the project, as amended.

Moved: Cm. Balli
Second: Cm. San Miguel
For: 8 Against: 0 Abstain: 0

ADJOURNMENT

Motion to adjourn.

Moved: Cm. Altgelt
Second: Cm. Torres

For:
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Against: 0 Abstain: 0

Cm. Gonzalez and Cm. Vielma were not present.



