CITY OF LAREDO
CITY COUNCIL MEETING
M2018-S-15
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
1110 HOUSTON STREET
LAREDO, TEXAS 78040
November 5, 2018
5:30 P.M.

SUPPLEMENTAL AGENDA

GENERAL COUNCIL DISCUSSIONS AND PRESENTATIONS

A. Request by Council Member Alberto Torres, Jr.

1.

Discussion with possible action on the City Cemetery and dedicated space for
Veterans; and any other matters incident thereto. (Co-Sponsored by Council
Member Roberto Balli)

Cm. Balli reported receiving a call from former Council Member Alfredo Agredano
voicing concern over the space available in the City Cemetery. Mr. Agredano
noted that there are very few veteran spaces remaining and asked if more space
can be added as veteran designated space.

Horacio De Leon, City Manager, reminded Council that staff has been reporting
over the last 10 years that there is very little space left in the cemetery. Staff has
pursued several approaches to correct the issue, such as encouraging the
private sector to come in and provide that service. He noted that privatizing the
cemetery has been staff's recommendation. Currently, there are about two years
remaining at the cemetery overall; veteran space is very limited. He stated that
cemetery staff has reported that some veterans prefer plots rather than column
burials.

Cm. Balli voiced his agreement with privatizing the cemetery, but he noted that
first, the City should consider closing streets and column burials. The City should
use all of the space available. He asked about the 4,000 plot space. Mr. De Leon
explained that these plots are unmarked graves. There is a legal process that the
City would have to go through to combined the burial sites and reclaim the space.
After following that process, staff is still not certain how much of the space is
recoverable.

Motion to direct staff to begin the process of common burial for the site presented
subject to another vote to allow for public comment.

Moved: Cm. Balli
Second: Cm. San Miguel
For: 6 Against: 0 Abstain: 0

Cm. Perez was not present.



Jesus Segovia displayed the area of the cemetery that houses column burials,
noting that there is a space in that area that measures 16 feet by 22 feet. David
Paredes has been asked to reserve this space and pour cement on it to add
column burials in that space. This would add longevity to the veterans’ burial
lifetime. He reminded Council that the unmarked graves in the cemetery are the
remains of individuals who were already moved from other locations. He
suggested that any remains excavated from the area during reclamation of the
space be placed in a box and have staff build a memorial chapel in the cemetery
commemorating these remains.

Mr. De Leon informed Council that part of the legal requirements for reclaiming
cemetery space include giving public notice through publication. As the City goes
through that process of providing notice, the public will be able to address any
concerns or support to Council.

Alfredo Agredano reminded Council that he did not mind working around the
remains of individuals who have already been buried with a plague. Some
veterans wish to be buried while others wish to be cremated; both options should
be considered in Council’s decision.

Motion to approve staff's recommendation to close a street within the cemetery to
provide more cemetery space as presented.

Moved: Cm. Balli
Second: Cm. San Miguel
For. 6 Against: 0 Abstain: 0

Cm. Perez was not present.

ADJOURNMENT

Motion to adjourn.

Moved: Cm. Torres
Second: Cm. Rodriguez

For: 5

Against: 0 Abstain: 0

Cm. Perez and Cm. San Miguel were not present.
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