
 

CITY OF LAREDO 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

M2013-R-08 

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

1110 HOUSTON STREET 

LAREDO, TEXAS 78040 

MAY 20, 2013 

5:30 P.M. 

 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

 

With a quorum present, Mayor Raul G. Salinas called the meeting to order. 

 

II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

Mayor Raul G. Salinas led in the pledge of allegiance. 

 

III. ROLL CALL 

 

Raul G. Salinas,     Mayor 

Mike Garza,      District I 

Alejandro Perez, Jr.     District III 

Juan Narvaez,     Mayor Pro Tempore, District IV 

Roque Vela, Jr.,     District V 

Charlie San Miguel,     District VI 

Jorge A. Vera,     District VII 

Cynthia Liendo,     District VIII 

Gustavo Guevara, Jr.     City Secretary 

Carlos Villarreal,     City Manager 

Cynthia Collazo,     Deputy City Manager 

Horacio De Leon,     Assistant City Manager 

Jesus Olivares,     Assistant City Manager 

Raul Casso,                         City Attorney    

 

Motion to excuse Cm. Garza and Cm. Rangel. 

 

Moved:  Mayor Pro Tem Narvaez 

Second:  Cm. Vera 

For:  6    Against:  0    Abstain:  0 

 

Cm. Garza joined the meeting at 5:41 pm. 

 

IV. MINUTES 

 

 Approval of the minutes of May 6, 2013. 
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Motion to approve the May 6, 2013 minutes. 

 

Moved:  Mayor Pro Tem Narvaez 

Second:  Cm. Vela 

For:  7    Against:  0    Abstain:  0 

 

V. COMMUNICATIONS AND RECOGNITIONS 

 

Recognitions 

 

a. Recognition by the Mayor and City Council of employees that retired from the City 

of Laredo with twenty (20) or more years of service.  

 

Mayor Salinas and City Council recognized Bridge Department retirees Juan 

Onofre, and Jose L. Vasquez; Building Development Services retirees Luis P. 

Garcia and Jesus Valdez; Fire Department retirees Fernando Alarcon, Jr., Roberto 

De Hoyos, Jr., Jose M. Lozano, Ruben Mendiola, Gilberto Ramos, Belinda D. 

Sanchez, and Mariano R. Valdez; Health Department retirees Eliza Flores and 

Margarita Palacios; Legal Department retiree San Juanita C. Torres; Municipal 

Court retiree Thomas L. Ochoa; Police Department retirees Roberto Bueno, Jose A. 

Flores, Rodolfo Juarez, Jr., Jorge L. Maldonado, Ezequiel Mancha, Jr., and Gerardo 

Ramirez; Public Works Department retirees Alejandro Rangel and Jose F. 

Samaniego; and Utilities Department retiree Marcos Juarez, Jr. and presented them 

with certificates of recognition. 

 

b. Recognition by Council Member Mike Garza to the LBJ High school softball team 

on their successful season. 

 

Cm. Mike Garza stated that this was their first ever playoff berth for LBJ High 

School softball girls’ team.  He explained that they were Zapata tournament 

champions, district runner-ups, bi-district champions, area champions and regional 

quarterfinalists.  He recognized the softball team members Victoria Barajas, 

Koriama Castro, Maria Castro, Karina Contreras, Daniela Garza, Karina Moreno, 

Hilda Muniz, Kassandra Nino, Vanessa Reyna, Melissa Arriaga, Amy Garza, Laura 

Gamez, Erika Castro, Brenda Garza, and Ana L. Rodriguez; and coaches Alfonso 

Calderon, Francisco Quiroz, Jose Esqueda, Danny Medellin and Joey Montoya and 

presented them with certificates of recognition. 

 

c. Recognition of the sponsors of the gridSMART from AEP Texas No Mud! No 

Glory! One Tough Mud’r 2! as well as the mud race winners of the  Individual 

Female Champion Award, the Firefighter Marcos J. Aranda Memorial Male 

Champion Award and the Border Patrol Agent Jeffrey Ramirez Memorial Team 

Champions Award. 

 

Cm. San Miguel recognized sponsors gridSMART from AEP Texas, Airrosti Rehab 

Centers, Average Joe’s, CEC Engineering, Garza Medical Associates, Hickey Peña 

Architects, McDonald’s of Laredo, Southern Distributing, Guerra Communications, 
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Entravision, Univision-Laredo, Fox-39 Laredo, Mundo Fox, and Unimas Laredo 

and presented them with certificates of recognition. 

 

d. Recognition of the Lamar Lions Middle School 6
th

 Grade Basketball Team for their 

City Champs designation. 

 

Cm. Perez recognized Daniel Tovar, Martin Tovar, Juan Lopez, Sergio Guerrero, 

Daniel Medina, Angel Carranza, Oswaldo Saldaña, J. C. Ayala, Jordan Gomez, and 

Michael Gomez; and coaches Juan Avila and Refugio Gomez and presented them 

with certificates of recognition. 

 

Citizen comments 

 

Carol Sherwood from Habitat for Humanity spoke on items 29 and 30, stating that their 

organization served very low-income families, helping them to become taxpayers by 

becoming homeowners.  She added that, within the last five years, their homeowners had 

paid $321,505 in real estate taxes.  She concluded that they welcomed suggestions and 

thanked the City of Laredo for their support. 

 

VI. APPOINTMENTS TO COMMISSIONS, BOARDS AND COMMITTEES 

 

a. Appointment by Mayor Raul G. Salinas of Drew William Claes to the Municipal 

Civil Service Commission. 

 

Motion to approve the nomination of Drew William Claes to the Municipal Civil 

Service Commission. 

 

Moved:  Cm. Liendo 

Second:  Cm. Perez 

For:  7    Against:  0    Abstain:  0 

 

VII. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

1. Public hearing and introductory ordinance amending the City of Laredo FY 2013 

Airport Operations Budget by appropriating proceeds from the sale of land to 

Diocese of Laredo and the Laredo Housing Opportunities Corporation, in the total 

amount of $1,740,719.24. The amount of $444,445.00 will be transferred and 

appropriated in the Airport Construction Fund Budget to provide local match for 

FAA Grant No. 72 for the Noise Abatement Program and to acquire PV 

Investments leasehold interest, and authorizing the City Manager to implement said 

budget amendment. (Approved by Finance & Operations Committees) AS 

AMENDED 

 

Motion to open the public hearing. 

 

Moved:  Cm. Garza 

Second:  Cm. Liendo 
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For:  7    Against:  0    Abstain:  0 

 

There was no public input. 

 

Motion to close the public hearing and introduce. 

 

Moved:  Cm. Garza 

Second:  Cm. Narvaez 

For:  7    Against:  0    Abstain:  0 

 

Ordinance Introduction:  City Council 

 

2. Public hearing and introductory ordinance amending the City of Laredo FY 2013 

Airport Construction Fund Budget by appropriating revenues from  the Federal 

Aviation Administration Airport Improvement Program Grant  Project No. 3-48-

0136-72-2012 in the amount of $4,000,000.00 for noise mitigation under FAR 

PART 150 Noise Abatement Program at the Laredo International Airport and 

appropriating local match in the amount of $444,445.00 and authorizing the City 

Manager to implement said budget amendment. The City’s local match of ten 

percent (10%) in the amount of $444,445.00 is available in the Airport 

Construction Fund. (Approved by Finance & Operations Committees) 

 

Motion to open the public hearing. 

 

Moved:  Cm. Garza 

Second:  Cm. Liendo 

For:  7    Against:  0    Abstain:  0 

 

There was no public input. 

 

Motion to close the public hearing and introduce. 

 

Moved:  Cm. Vela 

Second:  Mayor Pro Tem Narvaez 

For:  7    Against:  0    Abstain:  0 

 

Ordinance Introduction:  City Council 

 

3. Public hearing and  introductory ordinance amending the City of Laredo Bridge 

System FY 2012-2013  annual budget by appropriating $490,266.00 from the 

Bridge System Construction Fund opening balance to be used for Bridge related 

projects such as toll lane signage, lane barrier gates and treadles, and other related 

improvements. (Approved by Finance & Operations  Committees) 

 

Motion to open the public hearing. 

 

Moved:  Cm. Liendo 
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Second:  Cm. Vera 

For:  7    Against:  0    Abstain:  0 

 

There was no public input. 

 

Motion to close the public hearing and introduce. 

 

Moved:  Cm. Garza 

Second:  Cm. Liendo 

For:  7    Against:  0    Abstain:  0 

 

Ordinance Introduction:  City Council 

 

4. Public hearing and introductory ordinance amending the Zoning Ordinance (Map) 

of the City of Laredo by authorizing a Conditional Use Permit for a Manufactured 

Home on Lot 9, Block 2070, Eastern Division, located at 3305-B Santa Clara 

Street; providing for publication and effective date. 

 

Staff does not support the application and the Planning and Zoning Commission 

recommends approval of the Conditional Use Permit.  Council District I  

 

Motion to open the public hearing. 

 

Moved:  Cm. Liendo 

Second:  Cm. Vera 

For:  7    Against:  0    Abstain:  0 

 

Bernardo Morin was petitioning Council for a conditional use permit to be used to 

install a manufactured home to be used as a homestead for himself and his family.  

He explained that mobile homes were already present in the area. 

 

Motion to close the public hearing and introduce as amended. 

 

Moved:  Cm. Garza 

Second:  Cm. San Miguel 

For:  7    Against:  0    Abstain:  0 

 

Ordinance Introduction:  Cm. Garza 

 

5. Public hearing and introductory ordinance amending the Zoning Ordinance (Map) 

of the City of Laredo by rezoning Lot 2, Block 1628, Eastern Division, located at 

2711 Cleveland Street, from R-2 (Multi-Family Residential District) to R-1-MH 

(Single-Family Manufactured Housing District). 

 

Staff does not support the application and the Planning & Zoning Commission 

recommends denial of the zone change.  District II  
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Motion to open the public hearing. 

 

Moved:  Cm. Garza 

Second:  Cm. Vera 

For:  7    Against:  0    Abstain:  0 

 

Gilberto Hinojosa, representing his mother, reported that from 1969-2012, there 

had been mobile homes in that property.  For tax purposes, she wished to have this 

zone change done. 

 

Motion to close the public hearing and table. 

 

Moved:  Cm. Vela 

Second:  Cm. Garza 

For:  7    Against:  0    Abstain:  0 

 

VIII. INTRODUCTORY ORDINANCES 

 

6. Assuming that leasehold interest from LESSEE PV Investments, Inc., as approved 

by Ordinance No. 2011-O-121 dated September 6, 2011 on two (2) tracts of land 

being Lot No. 1 consisting of approximately 15,463.8 square feet and Lot No. 3 

consisting of approximately 4,769 square feet all located on Block No. 15 at the 

Laredo International Airport, including any sublease interests emanating there 

from, and compensating PV Investments in the amount of $106,000.00 for 

improvements made on the leasehold premises, and authorizing the City Manager 

to execute all relevant documents. Funding is available in the Airport Fund.  

 

Ordinance Introduction:  City Council 

 

IX. FINAL READING OF ORDINANCES   

 

Motion to waive Ordinances 2013-O-059, 2013-O-060, 2013-O-061, 2013-O-062, 2013-

O-063, 2013-O-064, 2013-O-065, 2013-O-066, 2013-O-067, 2013-O-068, 2013-O-069, 

2013-O-070, and 2013-O-071. 

 

Moved:  Cm. Garza 

Second:  Cm. Liendo 

For:  7    Against:  0    Abstain:  0 

 

7. 2013-O-059 Amending Ordinance No. 2003-O-137 in Section 2-3(d) of Article I 

of Chapter 2, Administration, of the Code of Ordinances, in order to 

update the schedule of charges for copies of public information, and 

providing for publication and effective date.  

 

Motion to adopt Ordinance 2013-O-059. 

 

Moved:  Cm. Garza 
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Second:  Cm. Liendo 

For:  6   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 

 

Cm. San Miguel was not present. 

 

2013-O-060 Amending the Land Development Code of the City of Laredo, 

Chapter 24-65 Supplementary Zoning Regulations, specifically 

Section 24-65.15,  M-1 Light Manufacturing District, and Section 

24-65.16, M-2 Heavy Manufacturing District by increasing the 

minimum distance requirement from 1000 feet to 2000 feet from a 

church; a public or private elementary or secondary school; a 

boundary of any residential district; a public park; a boundary of any 

district zoned AG, R-S, R-1, R-1A, R-1-MH, RSM, R-2, R-3, R-O, 

B-1, B-1R, CBD, B-3, B-4, MXD; and amending Appendix A - 

Definitions by adding Adult Drive Through (Thru) / Drive In to the 

definition of Sexually Oriented Business; providing for publication; 

and providing for effective date.  

 

Motion to adopt Ordinance 2013-O-060. 

 

Moved:  Cm. Garza 

Second:  Cm. Liendo 

For:  6   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 

 

Cm. San Miguel was not present. 

 

2013-O-061 Amending the Zoning Ordinance (Map) of the City of Laredo by 

rezoning Lot 1, Block 6, Del Mar Village Addition, located at 6919 

Springfield Avenue, from B-1 (Limited Commercial District) to B-3 

(Community Business District); providing for publication and 

effective date.  

 

Motion to adopt Ordinance 2013-O-061. 

 

Moved:  Cm. Garza 

Second:  Cm. Liendo 

For:  6   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 

 

Cm. San Miguel was not present. 

 

2013-O-062 Amending the City of Laredo Fiscal Year 2013 Waterworks System 

Fund and 2013 Certificates of Obligation Fund budgets to 

appropriate revenues and expenditures in the amount of 

$4,000,000.00. Waterworks System will advance $4,000,000.00 to 

the 2013 Certificates of Obligation for street paving project.  

 

Motion to adopt Ordinance 2013-O-062. 
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Moved:  Cm. Garza 

Second:  Cm. Liendo 

For:  6   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 

 

Cm. San Miguel was not present. 

 

2013-O-063 Amending the City of Laredo Fiscal Year 2013 Water and Sewer 

System Fund budgets to appropriate revenues and expenditures in 

the amount of $16,000,000.00. Water and Sewer Operations will 

advance $16,000,000.00 to the 2013 Water and Sewer System 

Revenue Bonds for costs associated with improving and extending 

the City’s combined utilities system.  

 

Motion to adopt Ordinance 2013-O-063. 

 

Moved:  Cm. Garza 

Second:  Cm. Liendo 

For:  6   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 

 

Cm. San Miguel was not present. 

 

2013-O-064 Amending Article III, Section 24-58.2 of Chapter 24 of the Land 

Development Code entitled, “Standard Technical Specification 

Manual” Division D by adopting the “Standard Technical 

Specification Manual 2013 Edition” to replace the current “Standard 

Technical Specification Manual” establishing standardized 

procedures and materials for the orderly construction and installation 

of public improvements thereof; and providing for publication and 

effective date.  

 

Motion to adopt Ordinance 2013-O-064. 

 

Moved:  Cm. Garza 

Second:  Cm. Liendo 

For:  6   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 

 

Cm. San Miguel was not present. 

 

2013-O-065 Amending Ordinance No. 97-O-022 Subsection (C) “City 

Secretary’s Office,” of Section 2-3, of Chapter 2 of the Code of 

Ordinances of the City of Laredo; providing for the deletion of 

charges for Code of Ordinance Books and Supplements; and 

providing for publication and an effective date.  

 

Motion to adopt Ordinance 2013-O-065. 
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Moved:  Cm. Garza 

Second:  Cm. Liendo 

For:  6   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 

 

Cm. San Miguel was not present. 

 

2013-O-066 Authorizing the City Manager to approve an amendment to the lease 

agreement approved by Ordinance No. 2011-O-148, dated 

November 7, 2011 between the City of Laredo as LESSOR and Air 

Trade Laredo, L.L.C., as LESSEE, amending the leased premises to 

delete an approximate 0.2601 acre tract and to add an approximate 

0.2223 acre tract to enable the squaring of the leased premises to 

maximize its utilization. This exchange of portions of the leased 

premises is requested by Air Trade Laredo, L.L.C., and Laredo Aero 

Center, Inc. All other terms and conditions remain the same; 

providing for an effective date.  

 

Motion to adopt Ordinance 2013-O-066. 

 

Moved:  Cm. Garza 

Second:  Cm. Liendo 

For:  6   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 

 

Cm. San Miguel was not present. 

 

2013-O-067 Authorizing the City Manager to approve an amendment to the lease 

agreement approved by Ordinance No. 2008-O-032, dated February 

25, 2008 between the City of Laredo as LESSOR and Laredo Aero 

Center, Inc., as LESSEE, amending the leased premises to delete an 

approximate 0.2223 acre tract and to add an approximate 0.2601 acre 

tract to enable the squaring of the leased premises to maximize its 

utilization. This exchange of portions of the leased premises is 

requested by Laredo Aero Center, Inc., and Air Trade Laredo, L.L.C. 

All other terms and conditions remain the same; providing for an 

effective date.  

 

Motion to adopt Ordinance 2013-O-067. 

 

Moved:  Cm. Garza 

Second:  Cm. Liendo 

For:  6   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 

 

Cm. San Miguel was not present. 

 

2013-O-068 Authorizing the City Manager to amend the lease agreement with 

Carlos Bella and Ana Luisa Bella D/B/A Villa Laredo Restaurant as 

LESSEE, approved by Ordinance No. 2008-O-149 dated July 21, 



 

 10 

2008 to extend the lease term by an additional two (2) years to June 

30, 2015, to include the approximate 550 sq. ft. located at the second 

(2) floor level of the passenger terminal for use as a bar, 

refreshments, snacks and food, Lessee’s revised rent is effective 

June 30, 2013 shall be $3,150.00 plus $301.67/month for the second 

level premises; the expenses to furnish and equip the bar shall be 

LESSOR’S sole cost and expense; to include plumbing, electrical 

and other improvements; providing for an effective date.  

 

Motion to adopt Ordinance 2013-O-068. 

 

Moved:  Cm. Garza 

Second:  Cm. Liendo 

For:  6   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 

 

Cm. San Miguel was not present. 

 

2013-O-069 Authorizing the City Manager to amend the Fiscal Year 2012-2013 

Capital Improvements Fund budget by appropriating revenues and 

expenditures in the amount of $17,500.00 as payment from 

developer for improvements not completed in Khaledi Heights 

Subdivision Phase I, II, and III generated through cashier’s checks 

payments made for pending improvements.  

 

Motion to adopt Ordinance 2013-O-069. 

 

Moved:  Cm. Garza 

Second:  Cm. Liendo 

For:  6   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 

 

Cm. San Miguel was not present. 

 

2013-O-070 Authorizing the City Manager to accept and execute amendment no. 

1 for Advanced Funding Agreement with the Texas Department of 

Transportation (CSJ 0922-33-133 effective date of February 7, 

2012), for the proposed construction of the City street extension of 

Cielito Lindo Avenue to its intersection with Loop 20 (Cuatro 

Vientos), by increasing the construction cost estimate by 

$862,960.00 for a maximum federal reimbursement of 

$1,933,159.00 and State participation of $333,470.00 and increasing 

the City’s participation by 6.2% (being $53,502.00) and amending 

the FY 2012-2013 Capital Grants Fund by appropriating said funds.  

 

Motion to adopt Ordinance 2013-O-070. 

 

Moved:  Cm. Garza 

Second:  Cm. Liendo 
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For:  6   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 

 

Cm. San Miguel was not present. 

 

2013-O-071 Authorizing the City Manager to accept and execute amendment no. 

1 to an Advanced Funding Agreement with the Texas Department of 

Transportation (CSJ 0922-33-135 effective date of February 7, 

2012), for the proposed construction of the City street extension of 

Lomas del Sur Blvd. to its intersection with Loop 20 (Cuatro 

Vientos), by increasing the construction cost estimate by 

$845,205.00 for a maximum federal reimbursement of 

$2,069,317.00 and State participation of $356,957.00 and increasing 

the City’s participation by 6.2% (being $52,403.00) and amending 

the FY 2012-2013 Capital Grants Fund by appropriating said funds.  

 

Motion to adopt Ordinance 2013-O-071. 

 

Moved:  Cm. Garza 

Second:  Cm. Liendo 

For:  6   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 

 

Cm. San Miguel was not present. 

 

X. RESOLUTIONS  
 

8. 2013-R-039 Authorizing the City Manager to submit a grant application in the 

estimated amount of $15,000.00 to the State of Texas Comptroller of 

Public Accounts for the purpose of funding the Tobacco Compliance 

Program for the period of September 1, 2013 through August 31, 

2014. Funding will be used to execute random unannounced 

inspections to assure retailers are in compliance with tobacco laws. 

(Approved by Operations Committee) 

 

Motion to approve Resolution 2013-R-039. 

 

Moved:  Cm. Garza 

Second:  Cm. Liendo 

For:  6   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 

 

9. 2013-R-042 Accepting the conveyance of the following Utility Blanket 

Easement, for the utility improvements along Bob Bullock Loop 20 – 

Spur 400 (Clark Blvd) Overpass Project, from:  

 

The State of Texas, acting by and through the Texas Facilities 

Commission, for the use and benefit of the Texas Department of 

Public Safety. – Utility Blanket Easement as follows: One (1) 7.00 

acre tract, a copy of which conveyance is attached as Exhibit 1; and 
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directing that the said Easement be filed of record in official property 

records of Webb County, Texas. (Approved by Operations 

Committee)  

 

Motion to approve Resolution 2013-R-042. 

 

Moved:  Cm. Garza 

Second:  Cm. Liendo 

For:  6   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 

 

10. 2013-R-043 Granting a proposed project, located at 916 Houston Street, the 

waiver of building permit and associated fees; and authorizing and 

approving a ten (10) year Tax Abatement Agreement between the 

City of Laredo and Florin Capital Development 1, LTD, in 

accordance with authorized guidelines and criteria for the 

Neighborhood Empowerment Zone (NEZ).  

 

Motion to approve Resolution 2013-R-043. 

 

Moved:  Cm. Garza 

Second:  Cm. Liendo 

For:  6   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 

 

XI. MOTIONS 

 

11. Approving monthly adjustments to the tax roll. The amounts to be adjusted for the 

month of April 2013 represent an increase of $7,886.47. These adjustments are 

determined by the Webb County Appraisal District and by court orders.  

 

Motion to approve. 

 

Moved:  Cm. Garza 

Second:  Cm. Liendo 

For:  6    Against:  0    Abstain:  0 

 

Cm. San Miguel was not present. 

 

12. Consideration to reject the sole bid FY13-034 submitted by United States 

Environmental Services, New Orleans, Louisiana, for the transportation and 

disposal of leachate contaminated water for the Solid Waste Department. The 

estimated cost for this contract is above the budgeted amount. The bid 

specifications will be modified in order to stay within budget. (Approved by 

Operations Committee) 

 

Motion to approve. 

 

Moved:  Cm. Garza 
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Second:  Cm. Liendo 

For:  6    Against:  0    Abstain:  0 

 

Cm. San Miguel was not present. 

 

13. Authorizing the City Manager to execute a ten (10) year contract between the City 

of Laredo and the Kansas City Southern Railroad for the groundwater remediation 

of City property located within and adjacent to the Zacate Creek Wastewater 

Treatment Plant at no cost to the City of Laredo. (Approved by Operations 

Committee)  

 

Motion to approve. 

 

Moved:  Cm. Garza 

Second:  Cm. Liendo 

For:  6    Against:  0    Abstain:  0 

 

Cm. San Miguel was not present. 

 

14. Consideration for approval of amendment no. 1 to Sherfey Engineering Company, 

L.L.C., Laredo, Texas, in the amount of $12,400.00 for additional professional 

engineering and surveying services for the revised alignment of the force main and 

recycle water line for the Max Mandel Municipal Golf Course. The revised contract 

amount is $167,600.00. Funding is available in the Sewer Fund – 2008 Bond 

Series. (Approved by Operations Committee) 

 

Motion to approve. 

 

Moved:  Cm. Garza 

Second:  Cm. Liendo 

For:  6    Against:  0    Abstain:  0 

 

Cm. San Miguel was not present. 

 

15. Consideration for approval of the selection of consultant Lockwood, Andrews & 

Newnam, Inc., San Antonio, Texas, in association with Terracon Consultants, Inc., 

Laredo, Texas, Guerra Engineering & Surveying Company, Laredo, Texas, 

Gresham, Smith and Partners, Dallas, Texas, and Benchmark Environmental 

Consultants, Dallas, Texas for the Laredo International Airport Improvements for 

design, preparation of plans and specifications and authorization to negotiate a 

professional services contract.  Subject to consultants performance the term of the 

contract is for three (3) years plus two (2) consecutive one (1) year options. The 

projects include but are not limited to Expand Parking Lot,  Rehabilitate of GA and 

Cargo Aprons, Upgrade Perimeter Fence, Realign, Rehabilitate and extend 

Taxiways, Runway 17L Extension Feasibility Study, Runway 17L Extension, 

Environmental Assessments, Design and Install navaids and any other airport / 

aviation related project. Funding is not needed at this time until such time as a 
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contract for specific work is negotiated and contracted. (Approved by Operations 

Committee) 

 

Motion to approve. 

 

Moved:  Cm. Garza 

Second:  Cm. Liendo 

For:  7    Against:  0    Abstain:  0 

 

XII. CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Motion to approve the Consent Agenda. 

 

Moved:  Cm. Garza 

Second:  Cm. Liendo 

For:  7    Against:  0    Abstain:  0 

 

XII (a) RESOLUTIONS 

 

16. 2013-R-040 Authorizing the City Manager to submit a grant application in the 

estimated amount of $40,218.75 to the Office of Justice Program for 

the purpose of funding the Bullet Proof Vest Grant for FY2013-2014. 

The funds will be used to replace vests that have exceeded the 

recommended life expectancy, and provide new officers with vests. 

The Bullet Proof Vest Program will require a 50% match. Funding is 

available in the Special Police account.  

 

17. 2013-R-041 Authorizing the City Manager to submit a grant application in an 

estimated amount of $120,000.00 to the Office of Justice Programs, 

Bureau of Justice Assistance for funding the 2013 JAG or Justice 

Assistance Grant for the period of October 1, 2013 through 

September 30, 2017. This funding will be used for support staff, 

equipment and supplies for police operations. The Bureau of Justice 

Assistance mandates that this grant be divided equally between the 

City of Laredo and Webb County.  

 

XII (b) MOTIONS 

 

18. Consideration to award contract FY13-041 to the lowest responsible bidder, Nick 

Benavides, Laredo, Texas, in the estimated annual amount of $53,340.00 to provide 

mowing and maintenance of the Zacate Creek area. The term of the contract is for a 

thirty-six (36) month period with two (2), one (1) year extensions. Funding is 

available in the Environmental Services Department budget.  

 

19. Consideration to award contract FY13-042 to the lowest responsible bidder, Nick 

Benavides, Laredo, Texas, in the estimated annual amount of $42,000.00 to provide 

mowing and maintenance of the Manadas Creek area. The term of the contract is 
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for a thirty-six (36) month period with two (2), one (1) year extensions. Funding is 

available in the Environmental Services Department budget.  

 

20. Consideration to award contract FY13-043 to the lowest responsible bidder, Nick 

Benavides, Laredo, Texas, in the estimated annual amount of $29,400.00 to provide 

mowing and maintenance of the Manadas North Creek area. The term of the 

contract is for a thirty-six (36) month period with two (2), one (1) year extensions. 

Funding is available in the Environmental Services Department budget.  

 

21. Consideration to award contract no. FY13-039 to the low bidder ROMO 

Contractors in the estimated amount of $150,000.00 for concrete repairs of 

sidewalks, driveways, and curbs as a result of water line break repairs made by the 

Utilities Department. All work will be performed on as needed basis for required 

repairs. Funding is available in the Water and Sewer Fund.   

 

22. Consideration to renew contract no. FY12-094 to Rafter P. Transport, Inc., 

Floresville, Texas, in the estimated amount of $450,000.00 to provide hauling and 

disposal services of wastewater bio-solids from the Southside Wastewater 

Treatment Plant. This service supplements the department’s equipment capabilities 

and helps control wastewater bio-solids overflow during the rainy season. The 

frequency and number of loads vary depending on the City’s need. The bid price is 

based on a per load rate. Funding is available in the Utilities Department – 

Wastewater Division budget.   

23. Consideration to renew contract FY12-058 awarded to Test America Laboratories, 

North Canton, Ohio in the estimated annual amount of $150,000.00 to provide 

laboratory analytical services for water and wastewater samples in accordance with 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) approved standard methods. Funding is 

available in the Utilities Department budget, Water Pollution Control Division.  

 

24. Consideration for approval of amendment no. 3 to Porras Nance Engineering, 

Laredo, Texas, for the 24”/36” Water Transmission Main of Laredo, Texas, in the 

amount of $6,405.00 for additional professional engineering services for the re-bid 

of the 36” Water Transmission Main. The revised contract amount is $971,405.00. 

Funding is available in the 2009 Utility Bond, Series D.   

 

25. Consideration for approval of change order no. 1, with a credit resulting to the City 

of Laredo of $223,469.62 reducing the contract amount from $4,158,189.00 to a 

total amount of $3,934,719.38, acceptance of the project, and final payment in the 

amount of $223,144.72, which includes $195,346.03 in retainage release to 

Merryman Excavation, Inc., of Woodstock, Illinois for the construction of a 36” 

Water Main re-bid from Loop 20 and International Boulevard to IH-35. Funding is 

available in the 2009 Waterworks Bond.  

 

26. Consideration to authorize a sixty (60) day extension to contract no. FY12-057 

awarded to City Ready Mix, Inc., Laredo, Texas, in the amount of $120,000.00 for 

the purchase of ready mix cement (job site delivered) for various City departments. 

A sixty (60) day extension is requested to allow new bids to be solicited. All 



 

 16 

materials are purchased on as needed basis utilizing the Public Works Department 

and construction projects budgets.   

 

27. Consideration for approval of the CDBG Sidewalks City-Wide Project No. 42 (23.5 

Blocks-District IV) as complete, release of retainage and approval of final payment 

in the amount of $17,301.95 to DEH Construction, L.L.C., Laredo, Texas. Final 

construction contract amount is $173,019.50. Funding is available in the 

Community Development 35
th

 and 36
th

 Action Years.   

 

28. Consideration for approval of the CDBG Eliseo Valdez Park Metal Structure 

Project as complete, release of retainage and approval of final payment in the 

amount of $11,650.79 to Vision Construction Co., Inc., Laredo, Texas. Final 

construction contract amount is $116,507.93. Funding is available in the CDBG 

36
th

 Action Year.  

 

29. Authorizing the City Manager to enter into an agreement with Habitat for 

Humanity of Laredo for the use of 2009 HOME Investment Partnership Program 

(HOME), Community Housing Development Organization (CHDO) set-aside 

funds in the amount of $208,438.00 to assist in the purchase, rehabilitation and sale 

of a minimum of two (2) foreclosed properties and/or lots to benefit very low 

income households (25%-60% of area median income).  

 

30. Authorizing the City Manager to convey title of twenty (20) vacant lots in the Los 

Obispos Subdivision specifically lots 1-10 and 41-50 of Block 3 to Habitat for 

Humanity of Laredo (Habitat) for the purpose of constructing affordable housing 

and further authorizing the City Manager to enter into an agreement with Habitat to 

ensure compliance with the housing affordability requirements and conditions of 

conveyance. 

 

END OF CONSENT AGENDA 

 

XIII. GENERAL COUNCIL DISCUSSIONS AND PRESENTATIONS 

 

31. A. Request by Council Member Mike Garza 

 

1. Presentation by Dr. Hector Gonzalez, Health Department Director on the plan 

for controlling vector borne diseases. 

 

Dr. Gonzalez reported that Texas last year went through the worst outbreak of 

the West Nile Virus with 1,800 cases and 89 deaths.  He added that in Laredo, 

there was a very proactive effort to make sure that there was good sanitation at 

Solid Waste which was one of the most important mosquito patrol efforts.  He 

went on to say that tire pickup every quarter also improved this.  He concluded 

that surveillance of vector borne diseases and trapping mosquitoes as well as 

adding minnows to the parks and spraying were effective methods being used. 
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B. Request by Council Member Alejandro “Alex” Perez 

 

1. Discussion with possible action on requesting the Citizens Environmental 

Advisory Committee to research and review a partial plastic bag ban ordinance 

with consideration given to the recent study done by Dr. Manganaro from 

TAMIU and recent meetings with Texas Campaign for the Environment in 

Austin and the Austin Zero Waste Alliance. 

 

Cm. Perez stated that there had been a plastic bag ordinance that had not passed 

when proposed by the Citizens Environmental Advisory Committee; since that 

time, Brownsville had adopted the same ordinance and Austin had passed a 

similar ordinance.  He proposed that the committee reopen the case and come 

back to Council with a recommendation. 

 

Motion for the Citizens Environmental Advisory Committee to resubmit a 

partial plastic bag ban ordinance to City Council for consideration. 

 

Moved:  Cm. Perez 

Second:  Mayor Pro Tem Narvaez 

For:  7    Against:  0   Abstain:  0 

 

C. Request by Council Member Roque Vela, Jr. 

 

1. Discussion with possible action to consider raising the minimum parking 

requirements as it pertains to commercial buildings.  

 

Motion to table. 

 

Moved:  Cm. Vela 

Second:  Cm. Garza 

For:  7    Against:  0   Abstain:  0 

 

2. Discussion with possible action amending certain aspects of the Code of 

Ordinances, Chapter 28, Article II, Sign Regulations. 

 

Cm. Vela stated that he wanted to discuss the banner part of the ordinance.  

Local businesses had been cited for advertising with banners and he felt that it 

was infringing on the way people did business. 

 

Building Development Services Director Erasmo Villarreal reported that they 

had used state law as a model for the sign ordinance.  He went on to explain 

that banners were allowed, but only temporarily.   

 

Cm. Vela replied that what he wanted to do was to send the ordinance back and 

create a committee to look at what was really necessary for the ordinance. 
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Motion to direct staff to review the sign ordinance to admit the possibility of 

banner permits and come back to present recommendations to City Council. 

 

Moved:  Cm. Vela 

Second:  Mayor Pro Tem Narvaez 

For:  7    Against:  0   Abstain:  0 

 

D. Request by Council Member Jorge A. Vera 

 

1. Recognizing Oscar Medina IV for receiving the 2013 Texas Environmental 

Excellence Award in the Youth categories by the Texas Commission on 

Environmental Quality (TCEQ). 

 

Cm. Vera stated that this young man had received not only this award but also 

two presidential awards and two Texas awards.  A video was shown to Mayor 

Salinas, the City Council and the public. 

 

XIV. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

None. 

 

XV. ADJOURNMENT 

 

Motion to adjourn. 

 

Moved:  Cm. Liendo 

Second:  Cm. Garza 

For:  7    Against:  0    Abstain:  0 

 

I, Gustavo Guevara, Jr., City Secretary, do hereby certify that the above and foregoing is 

a true and correct copy of the minutes contained in pages 01 to 18 and they are true, 

complete, and correct proceedings of the City Council meeting held on May 20, 2013. 

 

 

       ______________________________ 

       Gustavo Guevara, Jr. 

       City Secretary 

 

 


