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RESOLUTION 2000-R-122
CANVASSING ELECTION RETURNS

WHEREAS, the City Council of said Laredo, Texas ordered an election to be
held in said City on August 12, 2000 on the PROPOSITION hereinafter stated; and

WHEREAS, said City Council has investigated all matters pertaining to said
election, including the ordering, giving notice, officers, holding and making returns of
said election; and

WHEREAS, the election officers who held said election have duly made the
returns of the result thereof, and said returns have been duly delivered to said City
Council; and

WHEREAS, it is hereby officially found and determined that the meeting at which
this Resolution was passed was open to the public, and public notice of the time, place
and purpose of said meeting was given, all as required by Chapter 551, Texas
Government Code.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LAREDO,
TEXAS:

1. That the City Council officially finds and determines that said election was
duly ordered, that proper notice of said election was duly given, that proper election
officers were duly appointed prior to said election, that said election was duly held, that
due returns of the result of said election have been made and delivered, and that the
City Council has duly canvassed said returns, all in accordance with law and the
Resolution calling said election.

2. That the City Council officially finds and determines that the following votes
were cast at said election, on the submitted PROPOSITION by the resident, qualified
electors of said City, who voted at the election:

PROPOSITION

6,655 VOTES: FOR )
AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF LAREDO TO
FINANCE A SPORTS VENUE PROJECT FOR A
MULTI-PURPOSE ENTERTAINMENT ARENA
(“THE LAREDO ENTERTAINMENT CENTER”)
AND RELATED INFRASTRUCTURE AND TO
IMPOSE A SALES AND USE TAX AT THE
RATE OF ONE-FOURTH OF ONE PERCENT
FOR THE PURPOSE OF FINANCING THE
VENUE PROJECT.

5159 VOTES: AGAINST )




3. That the City Council officially finds, determines and declares the result of
said election to be that the PROPOSITION so submitted has received a favorable
majority vote in all respects and has carried.

4. That the aforesaid bonds may be issued, as voted and as provided by law.

PASSED BY THE CITY COUNCIL AND APPROVED BY THE MAYOR ON THIS

THE 15TH DAY OF AUGUST, 2000.

ELIZABETH G. FLORES
MAYOR
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GYSTAVO GUEVARA, JR/
CITY SECRETARY
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JAIME L. FLORES
CITY ATTORNEY




CERTIFICATE FOR RESOLUTION

THE STATE OF TEXAS §
COUNTY OF WEBB §
CITY OF LAREDO §

We, the undersigned officers of said City, hereby certify as follows:

1. The City Council of said City convened in SPECIAL MEETING on the15th day
of AUGUST, 2000, at the City Hall, and the roll was called of the duly constituted
officers and members of said City Council, to-wit:

Elizabeth G. Flores, Mayor
Joe A. Guerra, Mayor Protempore

Alfredo Agredano
Louis H. Bruni
John C. Galo
Johnny Amaya

Eliseo Valdez, Jr.

Jose A. Valdez, Jr.
Juan Ramirez

Gustavo Guevara, Jr., City Secretary

and all of said persons were present, except the following members; Cm_g/"seo Vé/c%/
Mayor Protempore Joe A. Guerra, Louis H. Bruni, and J,ohn_&-ealﬁ'fthus constituting a
quorum. Whereupon, among other business, the following was transacted at said
Meeting: a written

RESOLUTION CANVASSING ELECTION RETURNS

was duly introduced for the consideration of said City Council and read in full. It was
then duly moved and seconded that said Resolution be passed; and, after due
discussion, said motion carrying with it the passage of said Resolution, prevailed and
carried by the following vote:

AYES: All members of said City Council shown present above voted "Aye",
NOES: None.
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2. That a true, full and correct copy of the aforesaid Resolution passed at the
Meeting described in the above and foregoing paragraph is attached to and follows this
Certificate; that said Resolution has been duly recorded in said City Council's minutes of
said Meeting; that the above and foregoing paragraph is a true, full and correct excerpt
from said City Council's minutes of said Meeting pertaining to the passage of said
Resolution; that the persons named in the above and foregoing paragraph are the duly
chosen, qualified and acting officers and members of said City Council as indicated
therein; that each of the officers and members of said City Council was duly and
sufficiently notified officially and personally, in advance, of the time, place and purpose
of the aforesaid Meeting, and that said Resolution would be introduced and considered
for passage at said Meeting, and each of said officers and members consented, in
advance, to the holding of said Meeting for such purpose, and that said Meeting was
open to the public and public notice of the time, place and purpose of said meeting was
given, all as required by Chapter 551, Texas Government Code.

3. That the Mayor of said City has approved and hereby approves the aforesaid
Resolution; that the Mayor and the City Secretary of said City have duly signed said
Resolution; and that the Mayor and the City Secretary of said City hereby declare that
their signing of this Certificate shall constitute the signing of the attached and following
copy of said Resolution for all purposes.

SIGNED AND SEALED the 15th day of August, 2000.

miP Exlnditeehy by Dueer

Gustavo Guévara, Jr./ ‘Elizabeth G. Flores
City Secretary Mayor

Seal



EARLY VOTING

ELECTION DAY

TOTAL

PCT. NO. PRECINCT NAME FOR AGAINST FOR AGAINST FOR AGAINST
1 Salvation Army 46 28 22 21 68 49
2 Senior Citizens Home 110 50 29 65 139 115
3 McDonell Elementary 82 73 58 55 140 128
4 Laredo Civic Center 84 49 28 51 112 100
5 Bruni Elementary School 42 33 32 45 74 78
6 Richter Courts Office 166 73 97 89 263 162
7 Farias Elementary School 145 75 82 67 227 142
8 J.0. Walker Building 21 12 6 8 27 20
11 Colonia Guadalupe Hall 78 37 61 36 139 73

12A  |Buenos Aires Elementary 125 52 86 57 211 109
12B _ [Nixon High School 141 98 59 77 200 175
12C  [Milton Elementary 169 123 119 156 288 279
13 Memeorial Middle School 113 73 76 92 189 165
14 Heights Elementary 47 33 31 72 78 105
15 Daiches elementary 69 24 37 31 106 55
16A  |St. Joseph Church Hall 120 48 68 70 188 118
16B  |Santo Nifio Elementary 162 73 58 63 220 136
16C  |Cigarroa High School 120 61 68 29 188 90
17B Canizales Gym 84 107 77 105 161 212
17C  |Lamar Middle School 83 53 62 72 145 125
18A  |CAA Conference Room 136 72 76 76 212 148
18B  |[Salinas Elementary School 131 72 81 69 212 141
18C [Larga Vista Community Ctr. 111 58 23 21 134 79
18D |Roche Residence 50 41 40 23 90 64
19 Finley Elementary School 220 127 113 88 333 215
21A  |Perez Elementary School 139 68 47 43 186 111
25A  |United High School 259 158 175 164 434 317
25B Nye Elementary School 121 105 87 131 208 236
25C  |United Intermidiate School 265 162 196 198 461 360
26A |Clark Elementary School 224 189 85 137 309 326
26B  |A. Gutierrez Elementary 234 162 161 139 395 301
27 Ibarra Barber Shop 80 35 47 60 127 95
28 Alma Pierce Elementary 111 62 96 99 207 161
29 T. Sanchez Elementary 45 30 32 33 77 63
30 K. Tarver Elementary 76 45 31 61 107 106
TOTALS 4,209 2,556 2,446 2,603 6,655 5,159
PERCENTAGE 62.22% 37.78% 48.45% 51.55% 56.33%  43.67%




ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF NOTICE OF SPECIAL MEETING FOR ABSENTEES

THE STATE OF TEXAS §
COUNTY OF WEBB §
CITY OF LAREDO §

The undersigned officers or members of the City Council of said City
acknowledges and certifies that he or she was duly and sufficiently notified
officially and personally, in advance of the time, place, and purpose of the Special
Meeting of said City, which was held at the regular designated meeting place in

said City on August 15, 2000, and that a
RESOLUTION CANVASSING ELECTION RETURNS

would be duly introduced and considered for passage at said Special Meeting,
and that he

or she consented in advance to the holding of said Special Meeting for such
/7454
SIGNED the day of August, 2000.

purpose.

J}Se) Guerra, Mayor Protempore

/Ef\ﬁ
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o Valdez)dr.



LAW OFFICES

MCCALL, PARKHURST & HORTON L.L.P.

6800 CONGRESS AVENUE 717 NORTH HARWOOD
1250 ONE AMERICAN CENTER NINTH FLOOR
AUSTIN, TEXAS 78701-3248 DALLAS, TEXAS 75201-6587

TELEPHONE! 512 478-3805 TELEPHONE: 214 754-9200
FACSIMILE: 512 472-0871 FACSIMILE: 214 754-9250

August 31, 2000

Mr Gustavo Guervara, Jr.
City Secretary

1110 Houston Street
Laredo, Texas 78040

Mr. Jose Luis Flores
City Attorney

1110 Houston Street
Laredo, Texas 78040

Re:  Special Bond Election
City of Laredo, Texas

Gentlemen:

700 N. ST. MARY'S STREET
1225 ONE RIVERWALK PLACE
SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 78205-3503
TELEPHONE! 210 225-2800

FACSIMILE: 210 2252984

I am forwarding a copy of the Justice Department clearance letter for the sales tax election

on August 12, 2000, for your records.

ogk
Enclosure

Sincerely,

\

Petér M. Tart



U.S. Department of Justice

Civil Rights Division

JDR:TFM:AS:nj

DJ 166-012-3 Voting Section
P.Q. Box 66128
2000-2708 Washington, DC 20035-6128

August 28, 2000

Peter M. Tart, Esqg.

McCall, Parkhurst & Horton

717 North Harwood Street, Ninth Floor
Dallas, Texas 75201-6587

Dear Mr. Tart:

This refers to the procedures for conducting the August 12,
2000, special bond election for. the City of Laredo in Webb
County, Texas, submitted to the Attorney General pursuant to
Section 5 of the Voting Rights Act, 42 U.S.C. 1973¢c. We received
your submission on July 3, 2000; supplemental information was
received on August 24, 2000.

The Attorney General does not interpose any objection to the
specified change. However, we note that Section 5 expressly
provides that the failure of the Attorney General to object does
not bar subsequent litigation to enjoin the enforcement of the
change. See the Procedures for the Administration of Section 5
(28 C.F.R. 51.41).

Sincerely,

CZd 7

Joseph . Rich
Acting Chief
Voting Section



LAW OFFICES

MCCALL, PARKHURST & HORTON L.L.P.

800 CONGRESS AVENUE 717 NORTH HARWOOD 700 N. ST. MARY'S STREET
1250 ONE AMERICAN CENTER NINTH FLOOR B 1225 ONE RIVERWALK PLACE
AUSTIN, TEXAS 78701-3248 DALLAS, TEXAS 75201-6587 SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 78205-3503

TELEPHONE! SI2 478-38085 TELEPHONE: 214 754-9200 TELEPHONE! 210 225-2800
FacsimILE: 5i2 4720871 FAacSiMILE: 214 754-9250 - FacsimiLe: 210 225-2984

November 18, 1999

Mr. Florencia Pena

City Manager

City of Laredo

1110 Houston

Laredo, Texas 78042-0579

Re: City of Laredo Arena Project - Services as Legal Counsel
Dear Mr. Pena:

McCall, Parkhurst & Horton L.L.P. is pleased to represent the City of Laredo (the "City™)
in advising the City on matters relating to the proposed arena project within the City (the "Arena
Project"), and we look forward to working with you in this effort. For purposes of this Agreement
and determining the compensation to be paid to our firm in connection with such legal services
provided, as described below, the provision of such legal services on the Arena Project commenced
on September 15, 1999.

The firm will advise the City on matters relating to the negotiation of agreements with various
parties, including, without limitation, Arena Ventures, L.L.C. ("Arena Ventures"), with respect to the
development, management, construction, use and operation of the Arena Project. The firm will
advise the City as to the applicable laws governing the ability of the City to finance the Arena Project
on a tax-exempt basis, the ability of the City to fund or reimburse expenses incurred by Arena
Ventures or affiliated entities in respect to the Arena Project, and other matters related to the
negotiation of the aforesaid agreements. As such, we would provide legal services in assisting the
City and its representatives and legal counsel in the review and negotiation of the aforesaid
agreements consistent with the development objectives of the City in respect to the Arena Project.

We would propose that our legal fees for performing the above-described work relating to

~ the negotiation of the aforesaid agreements would be based on our standard hourly billing rates. Our
billing rate for services rendered under this engagement letter will range from $250 per hour for
partners and $175 per hour for associates. The primary contact of the firm on this matter will be the
undersigned, and my billing rate is $250 per hour. Pete Tart, the primary contact of the firm on the
City's bond matters, also has a billing rate of $250 per hour. Carol Polumbo, who assisted in the early
negotiations on the Arena Project, has a billing rate of $225 per hour. Should it appear that the time



we are incurring in the performance of those services would result in the fees exceeding $10,000, we
will so advise you, and we would address the issue of additional compensation at that time. We will
provide you with periodic statements as to services rendered (including out-of-pocket expenses) on
a monthly basis, or more often as you may request. We anticipate forwarding our first statement to
you in early December. We will not incur expenses for travel w1thout the approval of the City. Our
federal taxpayer identification number is 75-0799392.

Ifthe City or an entity acting on behalf of the City were to proceed with the issuance of bonds
or notes ("Bonds"), we will perform the customary services in connection with the issuance of bonds
as provided in our current bond counsel contract with the City. Services performed by the firm in
connection with the issuance of the Bonds are not governed by the terms of this letter agreement.

We hope that the terms as described in this letter are satisfactory to you. Of course, we are
available to discuss this matter further. Please let me know if you have any questions or comments
regarding the above.

Very truly yours,

McCALL ST & HORTONL.L.P.

/

euschel‘/

A 7
ACCEPTED this { | _dayof /L4 1999 £

____—__}

The City of Laredo, Texas

: - '"*—m)ﬂ ) renme
By: ../ s«r‘(»{{ i )‘-f»ﬁ -
Title: City Manager ™




LAW OFFICES
MCCALL, PARKHURST & HORTON L.L.P.

600 CONGRESS AVENUE 717 NORTH HARWOOD 700 N. ST. MARY'S STREET

1250 ONE AMERICAN CENTER NINTH FLOOR 1225 ONE RIVERWALK PLACE

AUSTIN, TEXAS 78701-3248 DALLAS, TEXAS 75201-6587 SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 78205-3503

TELEPHONE: 512 4783805 TeELEPHONE! 2I4 754-2200 TELEPHONE: 210 2252800

FACSIMILE: 512 472-0871 FacsimiLE! 214 754-9250 FACSIMILE: 210 2252984

November 29, 1999

0 ALI9

0034V 4

FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION

(956) 791-7494
Mr. Jaime Flores = o
City Attorney B _"—2
City of Laredo S5 =
1110 Houston Street f: ——3
Laredo, Texas 78042 o =
=
Re:  Arena Ventures Letter of Intent g 5
.. D
Dear Jaime: &3’ :-'-’1
P

Here are my thoughts and reactions to the proposed changes to the letter of intent faxed to
us by Mr. Brewer on November 24, 1999.

Section 1

The change to the first paragraph is acceptable.

The change to the third paragraph appears to propose a major shift in the risk on pre-
construction costs (the "Pre-Development Costs", as defined in section 10). If the election carries
and the funding sources that are approved at the election are inadequate to provide the City's
Financial Contribution, I question whether the City should bear Arena Ventures' costs. This is a

business decision for the client to make.
Section 4

The proposed change to the third paragraph that reads "subject to the provisions of section
9 of this letter of intent" raises a financial issue for the City. First, I believe that the reference to
section 9 is an error; it should read section 8. As I read section 8, Arena Ventures proposes to be
responsible for the costs of operating the Arena Project without regard to compliance with the
management contract rules governing management contracts for tax-exempt bond issues. This could
result in the bonds not being issued as tax-exempt obligations, and therefore the capacity of the sales
tax to service bonds would be impacted, as interest costs may be higher than projected in Noe's
preliminary cash flow analyses. This is a business decision for the client to make.



Section 6

The proposed changes to paragraph 3 do not trouble me, other than the addition at the end
of the paragraph that the approval by the City shall not be unreasonably withheld, delayed or
conditioned. What are unreasonable conditions in this context? The public works staff should be able
to give guidance on this point.

The proposed change to paragraph 4 again concerns whether the City should assume the risk
of reimbursing Arena Ventures for the Pre-Development Costs. Further, should the City agree to
assume this risk, I would revise the proposed change to read "and Arena Ventures shall be entitled
to be reimbursed its Pre-Development Costs if the funding sources have been approved by the voters
at the election described in section 1 hereof."

Section 7

I have no problem with the proposed language changes to the caption, paragraph 1 and
paragraph 5. In light of the change to paragraph 5, I would make the following change to paragraph
6: "The City shall have the right to approve the construction contract described in the immediately

preceding paragraph.”

The change in paragraph 8 is a business decision for the City; it troubles me slightly, but the
comment from Arena Ventures is a fair one if they are absorbing cost overruns.

Section 8

There is a typo in numbering this section as section 9. As noted earlier, the first paragraph
could have an adverse funding effect on the cash flow generated by the sales tax, if the result is that
the bonds, which otherwise could be issued as tax-exempt obligations, are issued as taxable
obligations. The City has to be comfortable with the concept of Arena Ventures operating the arena,
but that has been the proposal from the beginning, and from their standpoint it makes sense to
incorporate this into the letter of intent. I would propose adding at the end of the third paragraph the
following: "with the approval of the City, which approval shall not be unreasonably withheld."

Section 10

The changes to the first paragraph go to the heart of the concept I stressed early on that the
City's exposure be capped initially at a firm dollar figure. The City needs to be up front with the
voters as to the maximum financial exposure the City is willing to undertake for the Arena Project,
and that exposure needs to be stated in this letter of intent. Although the letter of intent requires that
the preliminary budget be prepared prior to calling the election, since the final budget need not be
prepared and approved until prior to the issuance of bonds, any increases in the budget from that
prepared prior to election (and used in the campaign for the approval of the propositions presented
at the election) will place the City in an awkward position, especially if the City agrees to cap its
financial exposure at the Final Arena Budget figure, and not the City's Financial Contribution figure
I have contemplated being in this letter of intent. The City has been consistent in expressing that



there is a limit to the amount of funding it will provide for the Arena Project. The proposed changes
should be rejected, and the City should state the final dollar figure it is willing to expend on the
project in the letter of intent. The Final Arena Budget should be prepared around the City's Financial
Contribution, not the other way around.

The remaining comments to Section 10 are acceptable. My only concern from a business

standpoint, again, is whether the City feels compelled to assume the Pre-Development Costs if the
project does not go forward, as noted elsewhere in this letter.

From my perspective, the City has some business decisions to reach on most of the proposed
comments. The only sticky point is, naturally enough, the money question. Noe needs to help the

City fill in the blank on what time period he believes bonds can be sold. The City needs to determine
how much money it can make available for the project.

Very truly yours,
McCALL/Bks.KHIRST &HORTONL.LP.
/

euschel




L ELLECTION - AUGUST 12, 2000

Race / Name

Proposition Number1 |EARLY] 1] 2 | 3] 4 ] 5] 6 | 7 | 8 ] 11 |12A[12B]12C] 13 | 14 ] 15 |1GA|16B|16C|17B[17C|18A[18B]18C|18D] 10 |21A[ 25A] 2581 25C| 26A]268] 271 28 | 291 30 [TOTAL]
For 4209 122129 |58 |28[32] 97 [82] 6 | 61|86 [59[119]76 |31 3768586877 ]62]76]81[23]40]113] 47 [175| 67 |196] 85 | 161] 47 | 96 | 32 | 31 | 6655 |
Against 2556 | 21 65 |55 5145|8967 | 8 | 36| 57 | 77 |[156]| 92 | 72| 31| 70 | 63 | 29 [105] 72| 76 | 69 | 21 | 23 | 88 | 43 |164|131|198| 137|139 60 | 99 | 33 | 61| 5159

Statistics
Number of Registered Voters: 82,791
Number of Voters who Voted: 11,838
Percent of Voters who Voted: 14.30%

EARLY V

[Race ] Name |

Proposition Number 1 TT 2 3]4]5]6 ] 7] 8] 11]12A]12B]12C] 13| 14| 15 |16A[16B[16C|17B[17C|18A[18B|18C[18D] 19 |21A| 25A[25B]25C| 26A1268] 271 28 1 29 | 30 [TOTAL
For 46 [110]82 ]84 | 42 [166]145] 21 78 [125]141]169]113] 47 | 69 [120[162]120] 84 | 83 136 131] 111] 50 | 220| 139|259 121 | 265| 224 234| 80 [111] 45 | 76 | 4209
Against 2850 [73]49[ 33|73 [ 751237 |52 |98 |123| 73 |33 | 24|48 | 73| 61 [107| 53| 72| 72 | 58 | 41 [127] 68 |153|105]162|189]|162| 35| 62 | 30 | 45 | 2556

Proposition, Number 1:  Authorizing the City of Laredo to finance a sports venue project for a Multi-Purpose Entertainment Arena ("The Larede Entertainment Center")

and related infrastructure and to impose a sales and use tax at the rate of one-fourth of one percent for the purnose of financing the venue project.
(Authorizando a la Ciudad de Laredo a financiar un proyecto de area deportiva para una Arena de Diversion de Proposito Multiple ("El Centro de Diversionde Laredo")
e infraestructura en conexion con esto e imponer un impuesto de ventas y de uso a una tasa de cuarto de un por cienfo con el fin de financiar el proyacto de la area. )

{Proposicion, Numero 1);

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Early Voting Sites and Counts

Justice Center 8-5 1216
City Hall of Laredo 8-5 1213
Mall Del Norte 9-6 2502
Cigarroa High School 9-6 339
Mobile Unit # 1 862
Mobile Unit # 2 558

Mail-in Ballots Received . 04
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