SECOND PUBLIC HEARING AND FINAL READING
ORDINANCE NO. 2020-0-100

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LAREDO, TEXAS,
ORDERING A SPECIAL ELECTION FOR THE SUBMISSION OF CHARTER
AMENDMENTS TO BE HELD WITHIN THE CITY ON NOVEMBER 3, 2020; AND
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY, PUNBLICATION, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Laredo, Texas has determined it appropriate
to submit to the qualified voters of the City for their adoption or rejection thereof of proposed
amendments to the existing City Charter of the City of Laredo, Texas, pursuant to Section 9.004(a)
of the Texas Local Government Code; and

WHEREAS, Section 9.04(b) of the Texas Local Government Code requires that an
ordinance be approved ordering said election to be held on the first authorized uniform election
date prescribed by the Texas Election Code and establishing the procedure to be followed in said
election; and

WHEREAS, Section 41.001 of the Texas Election Code establishes November 3, 2020, as
a uniform election date for the purposes of conducting an election; and

WHEREAS, on August 3, 2020, the Laredo City Council adopted Ordinance 2020-0-096
calling for: a General City Election to be held on Tuesday, November 3, 2020 for the election of
city officials; designating polling places; designating a runoff date; and authorizing the City
Manager to enter into a contract with Webb County elections administrator for the purpose of
conducting a joint election with the County of Webb, City of Rio Bravo, City of El Cenizo,

Laredo College District, Laredo Independent School District, United Independent School

District, and the Webb consolidated Independent School District; and



WHEREAS, on August 13, 2020, a public hearing was held and ordinance introduced
presenting the nine (9) Charter amendments proposed by City Council at the special city council
meeting on August 7, 2020, to be submitted to the voters on the next uniform election date to be
held on November 3, 2020; and

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Laredo, Texas, hereby directs City staff to
publish notice of the special City Charter Amendment Election in a newspaper of general
circulation on the same day in each of two (2) successive weeks, the date of the first publication to
be not less than fourteen (14) days prior to the date of the election on November 3, 2020, in
compliance with Section 9.004(c) of the Texas Local Government Code.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF LAREDO, TEXAS THAT:

SECTION 1. A City of Laredo City Charter Amendment Election is hereby ordered to be held
with the General City Election scheduled on Tuesday, November 3, 2020, with the following
propositions to be submitted to the qualified voters of the City:

Proposition A

Shall the City Charter be amended to provide that upon the conviction of a criminal offense,
excluding a felony, by the Mayor or a City Council Member, a declaratory judgment action shall
be filed with a district court of competent jurisdiction to seek a determination on whether the crime
committed is one involving moral turpitude, and if it is so determined, a recall process shall be
automatically triggered?

YES ()
NO ()

Proposition B

Shall the City Charter be amended to require the Mayor to execute his/her veto power within the
next two regularly scheduled Council Meetings?

YES ()
NO ()
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Proposition C

Shall the City Charter be amended to require any candidate filing an application for place on the
ballot to submit a filing fee, or signature petition in lieu of the filing fee, with the City Secretary
as prescribed by City Ordinance in accordance with the Texas Election Code?

YES ()
NO ()

Proposition D

Shall the City Charter be amended to provide that the Mayor, in addition to City Councilmembers,
are excluded from the prohibition against participating in political activity while on duty, in
uniform, or using city resources?

YES ()
NO ()

Proposition E

Shall the City Charter be amended to provide that any proposed issuance of a bond valued at over
10% of the comprehensive budget, excluding those issued through the Enterprise funds, for capital
improvement projects must be approved through a ballot referendum?

YES ()
NO ()

Proposition F

Shall the City Charter be amended to provide that the minimum qualifications of the City Manager
require a Master’s Degree and no less than eight years’ experience in government, economic
development, or related fields?

YES ()
NO ()
Proposition G

Shall the City Charter be amended to provide that the City Tax Assessor and Collector or his or

her contracted designee shall be responsible for the assessment and collection of taxes levied by
the City of Laredo?

YES ()
NO ()
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Proposition H

Shall the City Charter be amended to provide that all taxes due the City of Laredo shall be payable
at the office of the City Tax Assessor and Collector, or at one or more other designated locations,
and may be paid any time after assessments have been made final by the Council.”

YES ()
NO ()

SECTION 2. The City Manager and City Secretary, in consultation with the City Attorney, are
hereby authorized and directed to take any additional action necessary to comply with provisions
of the Texas Election Code or other state and federal statutes and constitutions in carrying out the
conduct of the election, whether or not expressly authorized herein.

SECTION 3. Notice of the City Charter Amendment Election on November 3, 2020, shall be
given by publishing a substantial copy of the proposed amendment, both in English and in Spanish,
in a newspaper of general circulation on the same day in each of two successive weeks, with the
first publication occurring before the 14th date of the election; and a substantial copy of this
Ordinance, both in English and in Spanish, shall be posted at t public places in the City of Laredo
and also at City Hall, not less than 21 days prior to Election Day.

SECTION 4. The City Charter Amendment Election on November 3, 2020, shall be held and
conducted in accordance with the provisions of the Texas Election Code and Texas Government
Code, as amended, and as may be required by any other law. The official ballots for the City
Charter Amendment Election shall be prepared in accordance with the Texas Election Code. All
election materials and proceedings shall be printed in both English and Spanish.

SECTION 5 If any provision of this Ordinance, or its application to any person or circumstance,
shall be held to be invalid, the remainder of this Ordinance and the application of such provision
to other persons and circumstances, shall nevertheless be valid. The City Council further declares
that this Ordinance would remain enacted without such invalid provision.

SECTION 6. It is officially found, determined, and declared that the meeting at which this
Ordinance is finally adopted was open to the public, and that public notice of the time, place, and
subject matter of the public business to be considered at such meeting, including this Ordinance,
was given, in accordance with the requirements of Chapter 551, Texas Government Code.

PASSED BY THE CITY COUNCIL AND APPROVED THE MAYOR ON THIS 17t
DAY OF AUGUST, 2020.
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ATTEST:

APPROVED AS TO FORM

KRISTINA K. LAUREL
CITY ATTORNEY
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Final Reading of Ordinances 12.
City Council-Regular
Meeting Date: 08/17/2020
Initiated By: Robert A. Eads, City Manager
Staff Source: Jose A. Valdez, City Secretary

SUBJECT

2020-0-100 An Ordinance of the City Council of the City of Laredo, Texas, ordering a
special election for the submission of charter amendments to be held within the city on
November 3, 2020; and providing for severability, publication, and an effective date.

PREVIOUS COUNCIL ACTION
N/A

BACKGROUND
N/A

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION
N/A

STAFF RECOMMENDATION
N/A

Fiscal Impact
Fiscal Year:
Bugeted Y/N?:
Source of Funds:
Account #:
Change Order: Exceeds 25% Y/N:
FINANCIAL IMPACT:
N/A

Attachments
2020-0-100
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