
           

CITY OF LAREDO
CITY COUNCIL MEETING

A-2021-S-06
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS

1110 HOUSTON STREET
LAREDO, TEXAS 78040

August 16, 2021
5:30 P.M.

SUPPLEMENTAL AGENDA
           
I.   PUBLIC HEARINGS
 

1. Excellent and Connected

Public Hearing and Introductory Ordinance amending Chapter 7, Buildings
and Building Regulations, Section 7-2 of the Code of Ordinances and Chapter
24, Appendix D, permit fees, to establish a new technology fee for commercial
and residential construction; providing a cumulative and repealer clause;
providing a severability clause; providing for publication; providing for a
penalty; and declaring an effective date. 

 
2. Dynamic and Sustainable

Public Hearing and Introductory Ordinance amending the City of Laredo
Water Availability Fund FY 2021 annual budget by increasing revenues and
expenditures in the amount of $1,133,066.97 by appropriating from the
COVID19-Economic Assistance Special Revenue Fund to be used for the
purchase of water rights.

 
II.   GENERAL COUNCIL DISCUSSIONS AND PRESENTATIONS
 

A. Request by Mayor Pete Saenz

  



A. Request by Mayor Pete Saenz
  

A Resolution of the City Council of the City of Laredo authorizing the
City Manager to approve a License Agreement with Roberto L.
Trevino for the installation of a provisional E650 Series Portable
Doppler Radar from EWR Radar Systems, Inc. at 5210 Bob Bullock
Loop Fire Station #15 on the grounds of the Laredo International
Airport in order to enhance our weather warning capabilities and
alert citizens of approaching increment weather.  The term of the
license shall be for two (2) years commencing on August 16, 2021
and terminating August 16, 2023.
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III.   ADJOURNMENT
This notice was posted at the Municipal Government Offices, 1110 Houston Street,
Laredo, Texas, at a place convenient and readily accessible to the public at all
times. Said notice was posted on Friday, August 13, 2021 at 5:00 p.m.
 

_____________________________
Jose A. Valdez, Jr.

City Secretary
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    Public Hearings (also Intro Ord)    

City Council-Supplemental Agenda
Meeting Date: 08/16/2021  
Initiated By: Riazul Mia, Assistant City Manager 
Initiated By: Gerardo Pinzon 

Staff Source: Gerardo Pinzon 

SUBJECT
Excellent and Connected

Public Hearing and Introductory Ordinance amending Chapter 7, Buildings and
Building Regulations, Section 7-2 of the Code of Ordinances and Chapter 24,
Appendix D, permit fees, to establish a new technology fee for commercial and
residential construction; providing a cumulative and repealer clause; providing a
severability clause; providing for publication; providing for a penalty; and declaring an
effective date. 

PREVIOUS COUNCIL ACTION
Council approved a motion during the Budget Hearings of August 3-5, 2021
to implement a new technology fee for Commercial and Residential new construction
to fund the ePlan Review Software.

BACKGROUND
The City of Laredo strives to to innovate and provide timely and efficient service to the
citizens of Laredo via the implementation of new technological systems which will
present customers with up-to-the-minute plan review and permit status updates. The
amendments to the code of ordinances will fund these new technologies to provide
customers with reduced time and printing costs as well as greater touchless
capabilities as project applications, plans, and payments can be handlesd via this new
technology. The following are the updates to the Permit Fees:
  
 Technology Fee Fee
$100,000 or less
(Commercial) $150.00

Greater than $100,000
(Commercial) $300.00

All New Residential
Projects $20.00



All Professional New
Residential Projects
(Electrical, Plumbing, &
Mechanical)

$10.00

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION
N/A

STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends that CIty Council introduce this Ordinance. 

Fiscal Impact
Fiscal Year:
Bugeted Y/N?:
Source of Funds:
Account #:
Change Order: Exceeds 25% Y/N:
FINANCIAL IMPACT:
Fees will be deposited into General Fund.

Attachments
Introductory Ordinance Technology Fee 



ORDINANCE NO: 2021-O-

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LAREDO, TEXAS, AMENDING 
CHAPTER 7, BUILDINGS AND BUILDING REGULATIONS, 
SECTION 7-2 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES AND CHAPTER 24, 
APPENDIX D, PERMIT FEES, TO ESTABLISH A NEW 
TECHNOLOGY FEE FOR COMMERICIAL AND RESIDENTIAL 
CONSTRUCTION; PROVIDING A CUMULATIVE AND REPEALER 
CLAUSE; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIDING 
FOR PUBLICATION; PROVIDING FOR A PENALTY; AND 
DECLARING AN EFFECTIVE DATE (AS AMENDED).

WHEREAS, the City of Laredo is a Home Rule City acting under its Charter adopted by 
the electorate pursuant to Article XI, Section 5 of the Texas Constitution and Chapter 9 of the 
Local Government Code; and

WHEREAS, the City of Laredo strives to innovate and provide timely and efficient service 
to the citizens of Laredo via implementation of new technological systems which will present 
customers with up-to-the-minute plan review and permit status updates; and

WHEREAS, these new technologies will provide customers with reduced time and 
printing costs, as well as greater touchless capabilities as project applications, plans, and payments 
can be handled via this technology; and

WHEREAS, the City Council finds it necessary and desirable to adopt the amendments to 
the Code of Ordinances and the Land Development Code as set forth in this Ordinance.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED, BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
LAREDO, TEXAS:

Section 1: The City of Laredo Code of Ordinances, Chapter 7, Section 7-2 is hereby amended to 
read as follows:

Sec. 7-2. – Same Amendments

The following sections of the International Building Code are modified to be specifically tailored 
to the City of Laredo:

…

Section 109.2 Schedule of Permit Fees. On buildings, structures, electrical, gas, 
mechanical and plumbing systems or alterations requiring a permit, a fee for each permit shall be 
paid as required, in accordance with the following schedule established herein:



SCHEDULE OF PERMIT FEES

TECHNOLOGY FEE – COMMERCIAL

A technology fee of the following amounts will be assessed to every commercial permit based on 
the valuation of the construction to provide for new plan review systems to aid in overall 
department efficiency:

Fee

$100,000 or less $150.00

Greater than $100,000 $300.00

TECHNOLOGY FEE – RESIDENTIAL

A technology fee in the amount of $20.00 will be assessed to every residential permit to provide 
for new plan review systems to aid in overall department efficiency.

Section 2: The City of Laredo Code of Ordinances, Chapter 24, Appendix D, Section 1 is hereby 
amended to read as follows:

PERMIT FEES

(1) Building Fees

(a) The fess for permits required by section 24.16.1 of this code shall be as follows:

TECHNOLOGY FEE
To provide for new plan review systems to aid in overall department efficiency, the fees shall be:

Commercial

$100,000 or less $150.00
Greater than $100,000 $300.00

Residential
All Projects $20.00

PLAN CHECKING FEES



(2) Electrical Fee
(a) The fees for permits required by section 24.20.1 of this chapter shall be as follows:

…..

(5) Technology fee ………………………………………………….. 10.00 each

(3) Plumbing Permits
(a) Permits fees shall be charged and collected for plumbing work, extensions or repairs 

as follows:
PLUMBING PERMIT FEES

…..

(c) A technology fee in the amount of $10.00 will be assessed to every residential permit 
to provide for new plan review systems to aid in overall department efficiency.

(4) Mechanical Permits

Permits for mechanical work required under 24.15. (3) shall be as follows:

MECHANICAL PERMIT FEES
Initial Fee

For issuing each permit ……………………………………………… $20.00
Technology fee ………………………………………………………..$10.00

Section 3: This ordinance shall be cumulative of all provisions of ordinances of the City of 
Laredo, Texas, except where the provisions of this ordinance are in direct conflict with the 
provisions of such ordinances, in which event the conflicting provisions of such ordinances are 
hereby repealed.

Section 4: It is hereby declared to be the intention of the City Council that the phrases, clauses, 
sentences, paragraphs and sections of this ordinance are severable, and if any phrase, clause, 
sentence, paragraph or section of this ordinance shall be declared unconstitutional by the valid 
judgment or decree of any court of competent jurisdiction, such unconstitutionality shall not 
affect any of the remaining phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs and sections of this 
ordinance, since the same would have been enacted by the City Council without the 
incorporation in this ordinance of any such unconstitutional phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph 
or section.

Section 5: The City Secretary of the City of Laredo is hereby directed to publish the proposed 
Ordinance as required by Section 2.09 of the Charter of the City of Laredo.



Section 6. This Ordinance shall become effective October 15, 2021.

PASSED BY THE CITY COUNCIL AND APPROVED BY THE MAYOR ON THIS ____
DAY OF _____________, 2021

PETE SAENZ, JR
MAYOR

ATTEST:

________________________                                                                                                 
JOSE A VALDEZ, JR
CITY SECRETARY

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

________________________
ALYSSA CASTILLON
INTERIM CITY ATTORNEY



   
    Public Hearings (also Intro Ord)    

City Council-Supplemental Agenda
Meeting Date: 08/16/2021  
Initiated By: Riazul Mia, Assistant City Manager 
Staff Source: Arturo Garcia, Jr. P.E., Utilities Director 

SUBJECT
Dynamic and Sustainable

Public Hearing and Introductory Ordinance amending the City of Laredo Water
Availability Fund FY 2021 annual budget by increasing revenues and expenditures in
the amount of $1,133,066.97 by appropriating from the COVID19-Economic
Assistance Special Revenue Fund to be used for the purchase of water rights.

PREVIOUS COUNCIL ACTION
None

BACKGROUND
The City would like to enter into a water rights sales agreement with Hidalgo County
Irrigation District No. 16 to purchase the right to divert and use 900 acre feet of
municipal use water rights at a price of $3,000 per acre foot for a total purchase price
of $2,700,000.

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION
Approve Introductory Ordinance

STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Approve Introductory Ordinance

Fiscal Impact
Fiscal Year: 2021
Bugeted Y/N?: y
Source of Funds: Water Availability Fund
Account #:
Change Order: Exceeds 25% Y/N:
FINANCIAL IMPACT:



Water Availability Account Number Amended
Budget

2020-2021

Proposed
Amendment

 

Amended
Budget

2020-2021
COVID19-Economic
Assistance

557-4180-393-0270   $1,133,066.97 $1,133,06.97

Water Rights 557-4180-535-9102 $2,100,877 $1,133,066.97 $3,233,943.97

Attachments
Introductory Ordinance 
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INTRODUCTORY ORDINANCE 

 
 
AMENDING THE CITY OF LAREDO WATER AVAILABILITY FUND FY 2021 ANNUAL 
BUDGET BY INCREASING REVENUES AND EXPENDITURES IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$1,133,066.97 BY APPROPRIATING FROM THE COVID19-ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE 
SPECIAL REVENUE FUND TO BE USED FOR THE PURCHASE OF WATER RIGHTS. 
 

 
WHEREAS, on September 16, 2020, City Council adopted the fiscal year 2021 annual 
budget; and 
 
WHEREAS, it is being requested to amend the FY 2021 budget to purchase water rights; 
and 

  
WHEREAS, the Utilities Department would like to enter into a water sales agreement for 
the purchase of water rights. 

  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
LAREDO THAT: 

 
1. Amending the City of Laredo’s FY 2021 annual budget by appropriating from the 

COVID19-Economic Assistance Special Revenue Fund in the amount of 
$1,133,066.97 for the Water Availability Fund to be used for the purchase of water 
rights. 
 

2. This Ordinance shall become effective upon passage thereof. 
 

 
PASSED BY THE CITY COUNCIL AND APPROVED BY THE MAYOR on this the _____ 
day of ________________, 2021. 

 
 
       _________________ 
ATTEST:          PETE SAENZ 
                                                                                   MAYOR 
________________________ 
Jose A. Valdez 
City Secretary 
 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
By:________________________ 
ALYSSA CASTILLON 
ACTING CITY ATTORNEY  
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RESOLUTION NO. 2021-R- 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF LAREDO AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO 
APPROVE A LICENSE AGREEMENT WITH ROBERTO L. 
TREVINO FOR THE INSTALLATION OF A PROVISIONAL 
E650 SERIES PORTABLE DOPPLER RADAR FROM EWR 
RADAR SYSTEMS, INC. AT 5210 BOB BULLOCK LOOP 
FIRE STATION #15 ON THE GROUNDS OF THE LAREDO 
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT IN ORDER TO ENHANCE 
OUR WEATHER WARNING CAPABILITIES AND ALERT 
CITIZENS OF APPROACHING INCREMENT WEATHER.  
THE TERM OF THE LICENSE SHALL BE FOR TWO (2) 
YEARS COMMENCING ON AUGUST 16, 2021 AND          
TERMINATING AT AUGUST 16, 2023. 

WHEREAS, the City of Laredo finds that the installation of the E650 Series Portable 
Doppler Radar from EWR Radar Systems, Inc. (hereinafter referred to as “Doppler Radar”) 
at 5210 Bob Bullock Loop Fire Station #15 on the grounds of the Laredo International 
Airport is the best location to ensure that the Doppler Radar functions properly to provide        
accurate data pertaining to the weather; and  
 
WHEREAS, the City of Laredo finds a significant public purpose will be served by          
entering to a License Agreement as the use of the Doppler Radar will enhance the City’s 
weather warning capabilities and alert citizens of approaching increment weather; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Laredo seeks to enter into a License Agreement with Roberto L. 
Trevino for the installation of the Doppler Radar for a two-year term to commence on 
August 16, 2021 and terminate on August 16, 2023; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Laredo finds that entering into such License Agreement will 
protect the health, safety, and welfare of the general public.  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
LAREDO THAT: 

 
SECTION 1. That the City Manager to authorized to approve a License Agreement with 

Roberto L. Trevino for the installation of a provisional E650 Series Portable Doppler Radar from 
EWR Radar Systems, Inc. at 5210 Bob Bullock Loop Fire Station #15 on the grounds of the Laredo 
International Airport. 

 
SECTION 2. That the Doppler Radar will enhance our weather warning capabilities and 

alert citizens of approaching increment weather.  
 
SECTION 3. That the Term of the License shall be for two (2) years commencing on 

August 16, 2021 and terminating at August 16, 2023.  
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PASSED BY THE CITY COUNCIL AND APPROVED BY THE MAYOR ON THIS _____ 
DAY OF ________________________, 2021.   

      

     _________________________________ 
     PETE SAENZ 
     MAYOR 

 
ATTESTED: 
 
 
__________________________________ 
JOSE A. VALDEZ, JR. 
CITY SECRETARY  
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
___________________________________ 
ALYSSA J. CASTILLON 
INTERIM CITY ATTORNEY  
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